
Talking Safely Online

Adapted from www.commonsensemedia.org 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org


Norms
● Don’t talk while Mrs. Heidrich is talking

● Talk when Mrs. Heidrich asks you to talk

● Participate

● Answer appropriately



Essential Question:

What’s the difference between 
Internet friends and in-person 

friends?



But first... 

...Let’s Watch A Video

https://www.brainpop.com/technology/digitalcitizenship/onlinesafety/


Have you ever...





It is easier to be cautious 
with a stranger in person 
than a stranger online.



Can you ever really 
know if an 

online-only friend is 
male or female?

Can you know for sure 
how old an 

online-only friend 
is?

No, sometimes people 
online can 

purposefully lie.

No. Since everything 
is online, it is easy 
for someone to reveal 
only part of his or 

her identity.





Why do you 
think Sita gets a 
bad feeling when 

CJcool11 asks 
for the name of 

her school?

What should Sita answer? 
Why?

What advice would you give 
Sita?



Use Common Sense!
If things get creepy or uncomfortable when 
you’re chatting online, take action.
 
1. Show it to a parent or a trusted adult 

right away
2. Log out of the messaging service or 

website



Who Are Trusted Adults?



Why might it be easier to share 
school problems with an 

online-only friend than an 
in-person, face-to-face friend?



Have you ever pretended 
to be someone you’re not?



Chatting online…

...makes it easy for someone to be dishonest



What Information Is Considered Private?

Full Name
Birthday

Age

Passwords
Home 

Address

Credit Card 
Numbers Phone 

Number

School’s 
Name

Email 
Address Photos of 

Yourself

Mom’s Maiden 
Name

Family Member’s 
Workplaces



1. Show it to a 
parent or a 
trusted adult 
right away

2. Log out of the 
messaging service 
or website

What should you 
do as soon as an 
online-only 
friend begins 
asking for 
private 
information?


