“The Dinner Party” Quiz

1. Who is really the outsider at the dinner party?

a. the colonel


b.  the hostess

c.   the young woman

d.  the American naturalist

2. A likely interpretation for the phrase  “spirited discussion” is 

a. parody


b.  argument

c.   flirting


d.   learned exchange

3. According to the colonel, what do women always do in a crisis?

a. cry



b.  scream

c.   run away


d.   show courage

4. Which man does not join in the talk about women’s behavior?


a. the colonel


b.  Mr. Wynnes

c.   Major Osborne

d.  the American naturalist

5. The naturalist realizes a snake is in the room when

a. he hears hissing.

b. Mrs. Wynnes screams.

c. he feels the cobra’s fangs in his leg.

d. the servant puts a bowl of milk on the verandah.

6. The snake’s departure from the room brings about

a. a round of jokes.

b. a sigh of relief.

c. the resolution of a conflict

d. revelation of the naturalist’s true identity.

7. The use of third-person point of view in this story makes the reader feel like a —

a. participant


c.  spectator

b.  relative


d.  friend
8. The setting of “The Dinner Party” is

a. in India during a dinner party of a well-to-do couple.

b. probably in the late 1800’s or early 1900’s.

c. in England during the late 1800’s or early 1900’s.

d. in India during a dinner party of a well-to-do couple, probably in the late 1800’s or early 1900’s.

9. The climax of “The Dinner Party” is 

a. when the American naturalist becomes aware that the cobra is under the table.

b. when the cobra becomes visible to the dinner guests as it slithers out to the verandah.

c. when Mrs. Wynnes declares that it was crawling across her foot.
d. when the boy puts the bowl of milk out on the verandah.

10. The theme of “The Dinner Party” is 
a. the error and foolishness of prejudice.

b. the superiority of men.

c. the superiority of women.

d. the importance of paying attention to your hostess.

11. The mood of “The Dinner Party” is
a. happy and carefree.

b. sad and depressing.

c. tense and suspenseful.

d. angry and argumentative.

12.  What does the author mean by the phrase “jumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of-a-mouse”?
a. an appropriate activity
b. a quick movement
c. fearful reaction
d. an athletic response

13. How is irony used in the conclusion of “The Dinner Party”?
a. The ending of the story proves what was discussed at the beginning of the story is true. The irony is that the men talking about the superiority of the male is indeed proven by Mrs. Wynnes’ reaction to the cobra.

b. The discussion at the beginning of the story details how women are less courageous than men. The ending is the opposite of what the reader is led to expect. In the end, a woman has more courage than her screaming guests, both male and female.

c. The story is ironic because the American naturalist is not like the other men. As an American, he believes in the equality of all people. 
14. Why might it be important that the American naturalist is in the story?

a. He is a naturalist and therefore would eat organic food.

b. As a naturalist he would know what to do with a cobra.

c. Being an American makes him superior to the British.

d. As an American, his ideas are quite different from the other characters’.

15. What is a naturalist?
a. One who studies living things, especially plants or animals by observing them directly.

b. A person who only eats naturally grown food.

c. Someone who does not live in a house made of unnatural materials.

d. A scientist who studies the natural relationships of people.
16. What did the naturalist say the other guests would lose if they moved at the table?

a. Their lives

b. 50 dollars

c. Their desert

d. 50 rupees

17. What did the colonel say men had more of than women?

a. Power

b. Control

c. Courage

d. Skill

Match the parts of the plot chart to the correct definition:
18.  climax

19.  exposition

20.  falling action

21.  resolution

22.  rising action
23.  catastrophe

24.  denouement

25.  cliffhanger

a.  brings the story to a close

b.  the part of the story that builds interest   

c.  the end of the story 

   d. the turning point

e. contains the characters and setting

a. the “tying together” of the plot

b. when everything falls apart at the end

      of the story.

c.  leaves the reader wanting the next part of the story.

