
Students are expected to attend school regularly and be on 
time for classes in order to benefit from the instructional pro-
gram and to develop habits of punctuality, responsibility, and 
self-discipline. Students who have good attendance are gen-
erally more successful and enjoy school. 
 

Attendance policies are not at the discretion of the building but are state 
law. The state law requires all students who are six years old by Septem-
ber 1

st
 and students who have enrolled as part of a kindergarten to attend 

school each day for the entire period of the program of instruction. At-
tendance is taken at 10:00 each morning, students who are at school 
at 10:00 are considered present for the day. This being said, we know 
that students may have to be absent for good cause. When a student is 
absent because of good cause, the absence will be verified. An excused 
absence does not count as a breach of the state’s compulsory attendance 
laws. The district recognizes the following absences as verified ab-
sences as long as the student completes all make up work and the 
parent/guardian sends a note with 72 hours of the absence: 

 Personal illness 

 Serious illness of a family member 

 Funeral of a family member 

 Student’s health related services (must provide a doctor’s note) If 
the student attends some of the morning, is gone at 10:00 and 
returns to school after the doctor’s appointment, the student will 
be counted as present when the doctor’s note is presented to the 
teacher 

 Family emergencies or unforeseen instances requiring immedi-
ate attention 

 Family/individual counseling or therapy 

 Religious holy days, activities, and travel time (The teacher 
should be notified in advance and a note from a church leader on 
official letterhead will be required) 

 Authorized school-sponsored activities 

 Weather and road conditions that make travel dangerous 

 Quarantine 

 Participation in a substance abuse rehabilitation program 

 Court related or child abuse/neglect investigation 

 Suspension 

 Other reason reviewed and approved by the principal or the prin-
cipal’s designee 

 
Please note that the list of verified absences does not include any 
kind of family vacation. Family vacations/trips will be treated as unveri-
fied absences and will be subject to the penalties of the court system.  
 
State law states that any person who allows a student to miss three or 
more days during a four-week period is “thwarting attendance.” Cases 
when students are nearing these constraints will be referred to the 
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district attendance officer so that court action can be pursued. Research clearly 
shows a connection between good school performance and attendance. Students who 
attend regularly have the best chance for outstanding grades and outstanding perfor-
mance on state required tests. 
 
When a student is unable to attend school, parents should call the Providence Office or 
the teacher’s voice mail and leave a message. Always include the following information:  
student’s name, grade, teacher’s name, name and relationship of the person leaving the 
message, and the reason for the absence. Voicemail will pick up 24 hours a day. Please 
note that this call does not replace the written excuse required for documentation 
when your child returns to class. 
 
If a child must be absent a portion of the school day to a medical appointment, the child 
may be counted present if the parent brings a note from the medical office and if the 
child returns to school. 

  
According to DISD attendance policy, parents have 72 hours to submit in writing to the 
school the reason for their child’s absence. The child should return to school with a   
written excuse stating both the dates and the reason for the absence.  
 
The Providence Attendance Committee will review all absences. If a student has estab-
lished a questionable pattern of absences, the school Attendance Committee may also 
require a physician’s or clinic’s statement of illness after a single day’s absence as a 
condition of classifying the absence as one for which there are extenuating        
circumstances. 
 
Absence make-up work may be requested through the classroom teacher. Teachers will 
make every effort to provide the work for students that are absent. It is generally better 
to wait until the child returns to school before requesting the work. The student has the 
number of days absent plus 1 to complete the work. Requests can be made through a 
note, verbal request by the student, or through the teacher’s voicemail or email. Each 
teacher will provide you with his or her voicemail number and email address at the start 
of the school year. 
 
Our goal is to teach the students to have responsible attendance. It is the degree of 
the illness and the level of discomfort that should determine whether the student should 
miss school. If students are running a temperature of 100 degrees or greater, they 
should stay home and get the necessary rest to recuperate or visit a doctor. These stu-
dents are probably also contagious to others. When a student has been fever free for 24 
hours without fever reducing medications the student can return to school. If a student 
has “pink eye,” the student should also stay home until treated. Diarrhea and/or vomiting 
are also conditions that may not be comfortable for the student in the school setting. If a 
student has a “runny nose,” is coughing, or feels a little “under the weather,” the student 
should probably attend. When in doubt, check with the school nurse! 
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“Our goal is 

to teach the 

students to 

have 

responsible 

attendance.” 

DON’T BE LATE! 
 

Be to school by 7:35 a.m. 

Arrival and Dismissal 

Students should not arrive at school before 7:20 a.m. and should leave for home 
promptly after school is dismissed at 2:50 p.m. Students arriving by bus will enter 
through the gym doors. Students arriving by car or walking between 7:20 – 7:35 a.m. 
should enter by the front doors, the playground door, cafeteria door or door by bike 
racks. All students should report to the following designated areas: 

 All students eating breakfast should go to the cafeteria.  



 All other students should report to the gym and sit in their grade-level lines. 
Staff members will provide student supervision in the cafeteria and gym until 7:35 when 
students will be dismissed to their classrooms. 
 
Once students enter the building, regardless of the time, they should not leave the cam-
pus without parent and school permission until their release at 2:50 p.m. Parents and 
guardians must come to the office to sign-in and receive approval for the request to leave 
school early. If a student is leaving early for a medical or dental appointment, the parent 
must provide a note from the doctor or dentist verifying the appointment upon their return 
to school. Office staff members have the obligation of asking for the reason why a 
child is being picked up before 2:50 p.m. They are responsible for making sure that a 
student will be safe and secure. Leaving to go out of town or because a family cannot 
make arrangements for a student to be picked up at 2:50 p.m. are not acceptable reasons 
for leaving early. Parents must come to the office to receive approval for the request to 
leave school early. They will receive a student release slip that they must provide to the 
teacher before the teacher will release them or the student will be called down to the office 
through the PA. 
 
A pattern of leaving school prior to 2:50 can also be considered “Thwarting Attendance” 
because instruction time is negatively impacted. Teachers are conducting class up to 2:45 
when students pack up to leave. Parents can be taken to court for this loss of instruction 
just as they can for tardy arrivals. Please allow your child to stay in school except for true 
emergencies. Going to dance class and hair appointments do not constitute an emergen-
cy. 
 
Dismissal begins for the bus and Extended Day students at 2:50 p.m. They are called to 
the cafeteria and/or gym to line up for buses. If you must pick your child up early, and they 
ride a bus, please be at the school before 2:20. 
 
Walkers and bike riders are dismissed at 2:50 through the doors out the back of the build-
ings. These students will walk along the sidewalks to the playground or around to the 
Providence subdivision. Bike riders will also walk their bikes along this route until they are 
clear of the playground to then ride their bikes home. 
 
Car riders will be held in the front entryway until their car tag number is called. We ask 
that the adult driving the car remain in the car, pull forward to the color cones and allow 
the staff members to walk the students to the cars as they arrive at the loading zone. 
Please do not park your car in the driveway or get out of your vehicle, as this will slow the 
process and create a hazardous situation. The two outer lanes will be utilized for loading 
while the center lane is designated for moving traffic. Detailed instructions will be given as 
the car tags are issued. 
 
If you need to come inside the building or talk with a teacher, we ask that you park in the 
parking lot so as to not hold up traffic. 
 
It is crucial that arrangements be made for your child to be picked up on time. 
School personnel are unable to supervise students after 3:05 p.m.  Please plan ahead. 
Keep in mind that even in emergencies, only the people listed on the Student Health Card 
will be allowed to pick up a student. No exceptions. Also, please be aware that both par-
ents/legal guardians will have the right to pick up their children unless the school has legal 
documents that designate otherwise.   

Please pick 

your child up 

at 2:50 p.m. 
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Students may bring backpacks to school in order to transport their school supplies and 
necessary items. Rolling backpacks may be rolled outside, however, they must be carrie 
upon entry into the building. Rolling the backpacks in the hallways has posed a safety 
hazard for other students as they walk through the halls. 
 
Please be sure that your child does not overload their backpack. We do not want stu-
dents trying to carry heavy backpacks. 
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Cafeteria 

The cafeteria is maintained as a vital part of the health program of our school. Money 
may be placed in a student account on a periodic basis by sending cash or checks 
made out to the Providence Elementary Cafeteria. The current prices for breakfast and 
lunch may be found on the district web site. If you would like additional information about 
the Free or Reduced Federal Lunch Program, applications are available in the school 
office or on-line. 
 
Breakfast is available to those students who elect to eat at school. Serving time is from 
7:20 – 7:50. Additional information about Breakfast and Lunch can be found on the men-
us provided by Food Services and distributed each month to all students. You may also 
call the Cafeteria Manager at 369-1967. 

Backpacks 

Bicycles 

It is the responsibility of each bike rider to see that the bicycle is properly secured with a 
lock. Students riding bikes should lock them at the bicycle rack located at the back/south 
corner of the building and immediately enter the building. Bicycles must be walked on 
sidewalks and parking lots adjacent to the building. This is for the bike rider’s safety as 
well as the safety of others. After school, students should promptly leave the bike racks 
and go to their after school destination. Students should be reminded that they must not 
sit on or ride another student’s bicycle.  

Bus Students 

It is assumed that students who ride the bus will ride the bus every day. If there is to be 
a change in the routine, the student MUST have a note from the parent/guardian stating 
how they will be getting home that day. We will NEVER allow a student to go home an-
other way if they do not have a written note. If you have an emergency and must call the 
school to relay a change in plans, please make the call before 1:20. After 1:50, we can-
not guarantee to get the message to the student. State law prohibits any student that is 
not bus eligible from riding the bus. State law also stipulates that a student may only ride 
the bus to which he/she is assigned. They may only pick-up and drop-off at the student’s 
home bus stop, never at the babysitters or your workplace. Please note that balloons 
are not allowed on the buses. 
 
Please be sure that your child remembers to wear their bus lanyard each day! 

Healthy eating     
promotes students 

learning. 



Additional helpful cafeteria information: 

 Students may add money to their account by taking cash or check from home 
to the cafeteria between 7:20 – 7:50 a.m. 

 Students should not bring drinks in glass bottles. 
 Students are discouraged from bringing soda/soft drink type beverages to the 

cafeteria. 
 Lunches may not be charged nor will money be loaned. 
 Students who do not have money or have forgotten their lunch will be provid-

ed with a cheese sandwich and milk for lunch.  
 Students who bring their lunch may not share their food with anyone. Parents 

provide for their own child and do not know of any food allergies any other 
child may have. 

Due to FMNV [Foods of Minimally Nutritional Value restrictions] guidelines, birthday cake 
or cupcakes cannot be served in the cafeteria. Please make arrangements with your 
child’s teacher for time convenient to share as a snack in the classroom. 
 
Please join us in encouraging your children to make lunch a pleasant experience. We en-
courage them to use inside voices, raise their hands if they need anything and to not get 
out of their chairs without permission. We also encourage the students to pick up after 
themselves before leaving their tables. We want the cafeteria to be a safe and pleasant 
place for everyone to enjoy. You are always welcome to come and have lunch with your 
child but we do ask that you tell them good-bye as they are being dismissed from the ta-
bles. Please do not accompany your child to recess. 
 
Below is the lunch schedule for 2013-2014: 

 

Cell Phones need 

to be turned off 

during Instruction 
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“You are always 
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your child but we 
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Grade Level Times 

K 10:35 - 11:15 

1 11:00 – 11:35 

2 11:35 – 12:15 

3 12:00 – 12:40 

4 11:10 – 12:00 

5 12:10 – 1:00 

Students may bring their cell phones to school; however, they must be turned off and 
stored out of sight during the school day.  Students may not send text messages or make 
calls from their phones during school hours.  Should students need to make a phone call 
during the day, they may use the school phones.   
 
Consequences for leaving phones on during the day include: 

 Confiscation of the phone until the end of the day. 

 Confiscation of the phone until a parent can pick it up. 

 Confiscation of the phone, a fine of $15.00, and parent must pick up the phone. 

We encourage         

students to bring 

healthy drinks in-

stead of soft drinks.    



It is very important that every student maintain an up-to-date address, telephone number 
and emergency contacts in the office. The names that you list on the enrollment/health 
cards are the ones you are authorizing to pick up your children from school. If that infor-
mation changes, you MUST notify the school office immediately so that the appropriate 
documents can be updated to reflect that change. The phone numbers you provide are 
the only way we have of contacting you in case of an emergency. It is your responsibility 
to make sure that we have the most current information. If you move, you must provide a 
new proof of residency. Often, official correspondence must be mailed to you and it is 
imperative that we have the correct address. 
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Arriving at 7:35 
helps students be 
well prepared for  

instruction at 7:50. 

Conferences 

Parent/Teacher conferences are encouraged! A parent may schedule a conference with 
their child’s teacher at any time during the school year. You may call a teacher on their 
voicemail or send an e-mail with your request. District-wide elementary Parent/Teacher 
Conference Week with early dismissal at 12:50 is scheduled for September 30 - October 
4. 

Change of Address, Telephone Number or Emergency Contacts and Numbers 

Classroom Parties 

There will be three classroom parties during the year: Winter holiday, Valentine’s Day 
and the End of the Year. Classroom parties are under the direction of the classroom 
teachers. There will be no in-class birthday parties at any grade level. If students wish to 
provide treats for classmates as a birthday celebration, please clear it with the classroom 
teacher first. This may be done as part of the class snack time. Care should be taken to 
provide enough treats for the entire class. Children should not bring invitations for a pri-
vate party to school, unless the invitations include everyone in the student’s class. Chil-
dren who do not receive invitations do not always understand why they are being exclud-
ed. State law prohibits candy and soft drinks in the schools. Balloon bouquets, birthday 
baskets are discouraged and will not be delivered to the classroom in order to not disrupt 
the learning environment.  Keep in mind that balloon bouquets are not allowed on the 
district buses. 

Daily Schedules 

The following building schedule applies to all students K – 5
th
 grades. 

 7:20 Front, Playground, Cafeteria, and Back doors open 
   1.  All children eating breakfast go to the cafeteria. 
   2.  All children not eating breakfast go to the gym. 
 7:35 First bell rings for students to report for class. 
 7:50 Announcements are made.  Students arriving at this time are tardy. 
   All doors are locked except for front doors; students must enter through the 

  office. 

 10:00 Daily Attendance Taken 
 2:45 Extended Day and Bus Students dismissed to cafeteria/gym for        

 supervised dismissal 
 2:50 Remaining students are walked out by teachers to be dismissed 



It is the goal of the Providence staff that our school be a positive learning environment. 
Our staff has studied and implements the philosophy of the Responsive Classroom ap-
proach to teaching and learning where children’s intellectual, social and emotional growth 
can flourish. Responsive Classroom fosters safe, challenging and joyful classrooms and a 
strong school community. It consists of practical strategies for bringing together social and 
academic learning throughout the day. It allows the students to develop skills such as co-
operation; responsibility and self-control then practice them within the community of their 
classroom and school. We also utilize CHAMPS strategies throughout the building. These 
strategies define explicitly the expectations for the students so that the students know ex-
actly what they need to do at all times to be successful. 
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If a parent needs to drop something off for a student, we ask that you bring it to the office 
and an office staff member will take the delivery to your child. 

Detailed DISD dress code information can be found in the District Student Code of Con-
duct Book. The Student Code of Conduct book is distributed at the start of the school year 
and at registration after the start of school. Parents are asked to return the signed receipt 
indicating that they have received a copy. If a student is improperly dressed, he or she 
can call home for a change of clothes. If a change of clothes is not available, the school 
office will provide a change of clothes when possible. Otherwise, a student may be sent 
home for improper attire. 

 Kindergarten and First Grade students are encouraged to keep a change of clothes in 
their backpacks or cubbies in case of emergencies. Please help your child’s teacher 
by keeping a change of clothing available. 

 Athletic shoes are a must on the days that your child attends PE classes. We also 
recommend that girls wear shorts under their skirts on these days and that any long 
hair (for boys or girls) is pulled back. 

 Please keep in mind that all students play on the playground for recess each day. 
Backless shoes may be very stylish but do represent a hazard for turned ankles and 
accidents. Students should never wear “flip-flops” to school. 

DISD dress code prohibits bare midriffs, halter tops, short shorts, saggy baggy pants, spa-
ghetti straps, clothing which is torn or ragged. 

Providence Elementary will follow the DISD Guidelines found in the district Emergency 
Management Plan that requires regular drills for student’s safety. Drills will include fire, 
tornado and campus emergency drills. For additional information about drill guidelines, 
contact Mrs. Bolz, Assistant Principal in the school office. 

Discipline 

Dress Code 

Dropping Things Off  for Students 

Emergency Drills 

CHAMPS                       

expectations help 

the students be      

successful. 

Safety Drills are 

conducted on a 

regular basis. 



Information for parents is sent home every Wednesday in the “Wednesday Envelope.” 
Kindergarten classroom teachers will send home homework folders daily. Teachers in 
grades 1 – 5 will send student planners (agendas) that contain assignments, homework 
and notes daily. The marquis in the front of the building will have pertinent information. 
You may also check our Web Page at www.dentonisd.org/Providence/ for our school’s 
highlights. We encourage all parents to sign up for e-Alerts for the DISD and Providence 
web pages to receive updated information alerts via email.  In addition, you can look 
forward to the distribution of the PTA newsletter. 
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Lost and Found 

All lost and found articles, except for jewelry, glasses, money, and wallets will be placed 
in the lost and found box outside of the cafeteria. The items listed as “exceptions” above 
will be turned in to the office. At the end of each six-week period, any unclaimed items 
will be donated to a local charity. 

Home/School Communication 

Lice 

Head lice are a common nuisance problem in schools. DISD’s policy is posted on the 
DISD website and is available from our nurse. Students with an active case of head lice 
must be excluded from school by state law and a parent/guardian will be contacted to 
pick the student up. Before the student may return to the classroom they must be re-
examined by the nurse upon return to school. Students who have head lice have only 
two excused days after the day they are sent home. If the student misses more days, 
they will be treated as unexcused absences. 

Messages 

Parents are encouraged to discuss all pertinent arrangements with their child before arri-
val at school. While every effort will be made to get parent messages to students, occa-
sionally circumstances prevent that from happening. Parents need to provide written 
notes for the teacher explaining any changes in student schedule, any changes in dis-
missal arrangements or other pertinent information. Again, while every effort will be 
made to deliver parent messages, those called to the office after 1:20 cannot be guaran-
teed to be delivered to the student before dismissal. 

Medications 

All medications administered at school by the nurse must be accompanied by a doctor’s 
order including all prescription and over-the-counter medicines. You must come to the 
nurse’s office and fill out a medication form for the file in the nurse’s office. If you have 
questions about a medication your child takes, please contact our school nurse, Rebec-
ca Griffis, at 369-1906. 

Nurse Griffis must 
administer all    med-
ications. She is hap-

py to help you! 

http://www.dentonisd.org/Providence/


Each school has a full-time registered nurse that provides many health services for stu-
dents including: 

1. Emergency first aid, safety awareness and accident prevention. 
2. Assessment of individual health needs, with appropriate nursing intervention and 

referral. 
3. Serving as a health resource for students, parents, and staff including individual 

health counseling and classroom education programs. 
4. Screenings as required by the state: 

 Vision/Hearing – 5
th
, 3

rd
, 1

st
 Grades and Kindergarten 

 Acanthosis – 3
rd

 grade/randomly and 5
th
 grade during scoliosis screening 

 Scoliosis – 5
th
 grade during the spring 

 Pediculosis – as needed when nits or lice are found;  

 Growth/Development Classes to be held for 4
th
 and 5

th
 grade students during 

the spring semester 
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All volunteers 

are a very special 

resource to 

Providence. 

Please complete 

the volunteer 

Background 

check so that 

you are able to 

work in the 

school or go on 

field trips. 

Providence considers its parent volunteers a very special resource. Parents are encour-
aged to get involved at Providence by joining the PTA. All parents who plan to have direct 
contact with students through work in a classroom, class parties, or field trips must com-
plete the required “Background Check” form. Please understand that the information on 
these forms is highly confidential and only the names are returned to the PTA Volunteer 
Coordinator. Any concerns are shared confidentially with Mrs. Bolte. Your personal infor-
mation is kept confidential at all times. These forms are available in the school office or 
through a PTA officer. If you would like to volunteer, please contact your child’s teacher or 
call the school office at 369-1900. 

Visitors may park in any spot available in the large parking lot in front of the school off of 
FM 2931. Please do not park in the driveway. It is especially important that cars not be 
parked in the driveway near dismissal time at 2:30. 

Students are not to bring extra money, radios/CD players, toys or other valuable items to 
school. Students will be cautioned the first time the item is found and asked to leave the 
item in the office for pick-up after school at the end of the day. Each subsequent time the 
student is found with inappropriate items at school, the item will be held in the school of-
fice for parents to pick-up. The school will not be responsible for any personal items that 
are lost or stolen. 
 
Students in Grade 3, 4 & 5 have expressed an interest in bringing their electronic devices 
such as NOOKs, Kindles and iPads to school for reading independently. We would like to 
honor their request by allowing your child to use their elcetroic device at school for educa-
tional purposes. Prior to allowing them to do so, please read the Electronic Device Waiver 
at the back of this Handbook and sign that you understand the waiver. 

Nurse 

Parking 

Parent Volunteers 

Personal Property Brought to School 

 Nurse Griffis         

provides many health 

service for all        

students. 

Please have         

students leave 

toys and valuables 

at home. 



The principal MUST approve all animals brought or kept at school BEFORE being 
brought to school.  
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Please join 

the 
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PTA. They 
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Registration 

The Denton ISD requires you to register your child in school every year.  If you have a 
returning student, you will need to fill out a new health card. Your other information was 
entered last spring during pre-registration. Please let us know if any of your information 
has changed!  You must provide current proof of address. (Utility bill, lease agreement, 
etc.) We cannot accept a driver’s license or insurance card as proof of residency. 
 
If you are new to Providence, you will need to enroll on line [we will assist you,] provide 
current proof of address, last year’s report card, immunization record, birth certificate 
and social security card if you have one.  

Pets 

PTA 

The Providence PTA is very active in our school. It is an asset to our campus and pro-
vides services and support to student, parents and staff. We encourage each family to 
become members of this organization. Parents are encouraged to watch for the PTA 
newsletter and to support all PTA projects sponsored during the year. 

Report Cards 

The school year is divided into six grading periods. Report cards are generally issued 
the Wednesday following the close of each six-week grading period. These should be 
signed by the parent/guardian and the envelope returned promptly.  
 
Parents of students in Grades 3 – 5 may monitor their student’s grades and progress 
through internet viewing of Home Access Center [HAC].  
 
 If a student owes for a lost or damaged textbook/library book/literacy library book at the 
end of the year, the report card will be held in the office until the lost/damaged item is 
returned or paid for  

School Pictures 

School pictures for the 2013-2014 year will be taken by LifeTouch: October 8, 2013 
(prepaid, individual pictures only) and February 25, 2014 (prepaid group pictures and 
individual pictures by proofs.) Flyers will be sent home with students in advance of pic-
ture day and will include pricing information. For additional information about school pic-
tures, please contact Mrs. Bolz at 369-1900. 

All students pictures 
are included in the 

yearbook unless the 
parent requests that 

their child not be 
 included. 



Providence offers several programs that both enhance student learning and provide ex-
tensions of the school academic program. 
 

 Reading Counts – students read library books, take a reading comprehension test 

on a classroom computer and earn small reading incentives while improving their 
reading skills. 

 Multicultural Family Night – an evening activity designed to encourage family in-

volvement in social studies.  More information to come.  

 Recycling printer ink cartridges and old cell phones is an on-going school project. 

Cartridges and old cell phones may be sent to the office for placement in the recycle 
box. These will be mailed directly to a company for a rebate and/or additional technol-
ogy items [digital cameras, printers, etc.] for our school. If you know of any business-
es that do not currently recycle their ink cartridges and would be willing to collect the-
se for us, we will provide convenient collection boxes for them. 

 Box tops for Education – the Providence PTA has a convenient collection box in the 

main hallway for the collection of these items. However, the PTA also conducts a 
contest between classrooms for a Boxtop trophy each six weeks for the classroom 
collecting the most boxtops. Last year, the students exceeded the PTA’s $2,000 goal 
by over $700! The box tops are redeemed for money that will go directly to the teach-
ers for classroom materials. 

 Soda can tabs-the Providence PTA has a convenient collection box in the main hall-

way for the collection of these items.  This collection benefits the Ronald McDonald 
House.   
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The new 

RaptorWare 

badge system 

requires that 

you bring your 

driver’s license 

to scan each time 

that you enter 

the building. 

Please be 

prepared! 

Denton ISD and Providence Elementary Maintains a district-wide card access system designed to 

make our schools safer. All exterior doors are opened and closed through a timed computerized 

system. The only visitor access during the day will be through the front doors. These doors will be 

open from 7:20 a.m. until 3:50 p.m. We ask that you enter through the main doors then proceed to 

the front office where the PTA has provided a computerized badge-maker. All visitors in the 

building are asked to wear a Visitor’s badge to let the students and staff know that they are a “safe 

person.” [The badge system also automatically records volunteer hours which is very beneficial to 

our school!] Students and staff may NOT open exterior doors for anyone. 

 

RaptorWare: - The PTA has purchased a new computerized badge and ID system 

that does a quick background check on every person entering the building. Each 

person MUST scan their driver’s license EACH time they enter the building. Your 

driver’s license picture will print onto the visitor’s badge.  Please come into the 

building with your driver’s license ready if you plan to enter the main part of the 

building with a visitor’s badge. 

School Programs 

School Safety 

Recycle your ink   

cartridges and old 

cell phones with us! 

Please have         

students leave 

toys and valuables 

at home. 



Students may use the teacher’s telephone located in the classroom only with permis-
sion. They may use the phone to call for lunch money, homework or other school related 
items. Students are not allowed to use the phone to make social arrangements such as 
requesting permission to go to a friend’s house after school. Students will not be called 
to the phone from class due to the academic interruption this causes. Messages can be 
left on a teacher’s voicemail or sent in the form of a note to the teacher that can be deliv-
ered by an office staff member if time allows. Students are not allowed to use the school 
office phone unless it is an emergency after school. 
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Every Friday in 

Providence 

School Spirit 

Day. Students 

are encouraged 

to wear their 

school shirts. 

Textbooks 

Textbooks are provided by the school district. However, if a book is lost, misused, or 
damaged beyond reasonable wear, the student is responsible for paying for it. All text-
book questions may be directed to Mrs. Bolz, Assistant Principal at 369-1900. 

Telephone 

T-Shirts 

Every Friday is designated as Providence School Spirit Day!  Students are encouraged 
to wear the Providence T-shirt to show their school spirit. The PTA handles the sale of T
-shirts. The school will also sell T-shirts to celebrate Field Day in May.  

Visitors 

Visitors are welcome at Providence Elementary. We ask that all visitors enter through 
the front doors by the office, sign in and obtain a visitor sticker before going to other 
areas of the school. Even if we know you well, we ask that you follow this procedure for 
security reasons. [Please refer to the section about Student Safety and RaptorWare 
system…your will need your driver’s license to scan for a visitor’s pass.] 
 
Parents are welcome to visit their child’s classroom. It is district policy that these visits 
be prearranged at least one day in advance with the teacher and/or the administrators. 
Visits are limited to one class period or 45 minutes. Visits by school-age friends and 
relatives are not allowed. Deliveries to students are not allowed by district policy so as 
not to disrupt the academic routine. 
 
Conferences during the school day are encouraged but are limited to periods that do 
not interrupt instruction. The teacher is available for parent conferences during their 
conference period, or before and after school unless the teacher is committed to a train-
ing or meeting. Be sure to schedule a conference in advance to make sure the teacher 
does not have another conference scheduled. 
 
Teacher Conference Periods/Student Fine Arts Classes by Grade Level 

 

 Grade Level:  Conference Period: Special Areas Conference: 

 Kindergarten  11:30—12:20   10:40—11:30 

 First Grade  12:50—1:40 

 Second Grade  1:45—2:35 

 Third Grade  9:50—10:40 

 Fourth Grade  8:55—9:45 

 Fifth Grade  8:00—8:50 

All visitors must 
wear a visitor’s 

badge visible at all 
times. This is for the 

safety of all          
students. 



Providence Elementary is pleased to have this safe school initiative of the National Cen-
ter for Fathering that involves fathers and father figures to help create a more safe and 
secure learning environment in our school. Watch DOGS are fathers, grandfathers, step-
fathers, uncles and other father figures who volunteer to serve at least one day each year 
in a variety of school activities as assigned by the school principal. They are a hero on 
campus for the day! All Watch D.O.G.S. can sign up through the PTA and must have a 
background check. 
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It is our 

privilege and 

pleasure to 

have each and 

every one of  

you involved 

in our school. 

We need 

WatchD.O.G.S. They 

are very important to 

our school! 

Students moving or transferring to another school should notify both the classroom teach-
er and the school secretary, Mrs. Julian or Mrs. Howder, several days in advance. All 
textbooks, library books and literacy library books will need to be returned to the school. 
The teacher, the librarian, the computer lab, the special program staff, and the office will 
complete the appropriate documents as part of the withdrawal process. This process can-
not be done in a short time, so it is imperative that you give the school sufficient notice. 
Please make sure to notify the school that your child will be leaving. Your child will be 
marked absent for every day he/she is not here and this will cause difficulty in your new 
school. 

Watch D.O.G.S. – Dads of  Great Students 

Withdrawing from School 

We hope that you have found this document helpful. We encourage you to submit sug-
gestions that could be considered for next year’s handbook. 
 
 

We are glad to have your child and family at Providence!  It is our privilege 
and pleasure to have each and every one of you involved in our school. It is 
our goal to make sure that Providence is a warm and welcoming place of 
learning. Please let me know if I can ever be of help to you. If I am not in my 
office, I am out in classrooms with the students or with the teacher learn-
ing, Mrs. Howder can always reach me in an emergency. You are also al-
ways welcome to email me. Mrs. Bolz is also able to assist with any of your 
concerns. Thank you for entrusting us with your child. They are our great-
est resource for the future! 
 
       Most Sincerely, 
       M. Susan Bolte 

       Principal 



 

Dear Parents: 

 

________________________________ has expressed interest in bringing their electronic 

device (such as NOOK, Kindle, iPad) to school for educational purposes. However, ac-

cording to the Denton ISD Student Code of Conduct: 

 

“iPads, MP3 Players, CD players or any other personal electronic devices are not allowed 

on campus during school hours, as determined by campus administration.” 

 

We would like to be able to honor your child’s request by allowing your child to use their 

electronic device at school for educational purposes. Prior to allowing them to do so, 

please read below and sign indicating that you understand this waiver. 

 He or she may not access the internet with their electronic device. 

 If the use of the electronic device is distracting to the learning environment in 

the classroom, he or she will no longer be allowed to use it. 

 Providence and Denton ISD are not responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen de-

vices. 

 

 

Date:  ________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________   _______________________________________ 

Printed name of student      Signature of Student 

 

 

_____________________________________   _______________________________________ 

Printed name of parent/guardian     Signature of Parent/Guardian 

Electronic Device Waiver 

Providence Elementary 


