
Participle Phrase Practice Name: 

 
Present Participles: Today, I remember Harry, building concoctions out of wood and nails, telling his own 

version of childhood fairytales, and slipping us cookies when Grandma wasn’t looking. 
 

PRACTICE 1: MATCHING  
Match the participial phrases in the box below with the correct sentence, inserting in place of the caret mark (^). 

Sentences:  
_______1. Many birds and crocodiles swallowed small stones, which collected in a muscular pouch in the digestive 

tract, ^.  

~ Michael Crichton, Jurassic Park  

_______2. She was trying to teach me to smile, ^.  

~ J. D. Salinger, Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenters  

_______3. Grampa, ^, had succeeded in buttoning the buttons of his blue shirt into the button- holes of his 

underwear.  

~John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath  

_______4. ^, Harry blinked and looked down at the floor.  

~J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire  

_______5. His tutor, ^, listened to George’s violin with a radio earplug in place.  

~Kenneth Brower, The Starship and the Canoe  

 

Participial Phrases: 
a. addicted to baseball  

 

b. blinded by the blaze of the spells that had blasted from every direction, deafened by a series of bangs  

 

c. called the gizzard  

 

d. spreading the muscles around my mouth with her fingers  

 

e. fumbling with his chest  

 

PRACTICE 2: UNSCRAMBLING TO IMITATE  
Directions: Study the model sentence and the use of participles. 
 

MODEL: The dinosaur had spit into his eye with acidy foam, and as he realized it, the pain overwhelmed him, 

and he dropped to his knees, disoriented completely, wheezing breathlessly.  
 

disoriented completely = past participle wheezing breathlessly = present participle 
 

Directions: Unscramble the sentence parts below and write out one sentence that imitates (follows) the model above. 

a. and when he saw this  

b. intensely focused, breathing hard  

c. his determination took over  

d. and he picked up his pace  

e. The runner had passed him on his left with surprising speed  

Unscrambled Sentence: _________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Directions: Write your own imitation of the model and identify (label) your participial phrases (one past, one present).  
 

Imitation: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Participle Phrase Practice Name: 

 

PRACTICE 3: IMITATING  
Identify the participles (past and present) in the models and sample imitations. Then choose one of the models and 

write an imitation of the entire sentence, one sentence part at a time.  

 

Models:  

1. Blinded and confused, the mouse was running straight away from his field.  

~Loren Eiseley, “The Brown Wasps”  

Student Sample: Dejected and disheartened, the girl was backing slowly away from this challenge.  

 

2. The sun was coming over the ridge now, glaring on the whitewash of the houses and barns, making 

the wet grass blaze softly.  

~John Steinbeck, The Red Pony  

Student Sample: The child was peeking around the door silently, looking at the smiles on the teachers and 

parents, hearing their gentle laughter sound quietly.  

 

3. For a long time, he just stood there, defeated, listening to the hammer, hoping the chopper would 

come back, but knowing that it would not.  

~Robb White, Deathwatch  

Student Sample: During the entire morning, she just stayed at home, worried, waiting for the call, hoping 

the phone would ring, but fearing that it would not. 

Imitation of Model #_____: _____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRACTICE 4: EXPANDING  
The participial phrases are omitted at the caret mark (^) in the following sentences. For each caret, add a participial 

phrase, blending your content and style with the rest of the sentence.  

 

1. My teachers wished me to write accurately, ^ and ^.  

 

 

~Kurt Vonnegut, “How to Write with Style”  

2. Children love to play in piles of leaves, ^, ^.  

 

~Diane Ackerman, A Natural History of the  

Senses  

 

3. Hours of wintertime had found me in the treehouse, ^, ^, ^, ^, ^.  

 

 

~Harper Lee, To Kill A Mockingbird 


