
Photo Realistic Personal Still Life 



1. Your Goal is to make the objects 
look as real as possible. 

 

 



Process & Objectives: 

• Photograph your objects (You can draw from 
the photo) 

• Draw  & then use prisma colored pencils  

• Use all techniques: Fades, Blends, Tints, & 
Shades.  

• We will review & practice colored pencil 
techniques before you begin coloring your still 
life. 

• Your goal is to make the objects look as real as 
possible! 



Remember Janet Fish? 

 

http://www.artnet.com/Artists/LotDetailPage.aspx?lot_id=E10D604F09483E2E2813D2806BB02EB7


2. Photo-Realism:  

• Style of art dedicated to capturing 
convincing details normally only 
found in photographs. 

• Photo realism can be done with any media 
(Paint, colored pencils, charcoal, etc). 

• We are using Prisma colored pencils. 



Audrey Flack – Strawberry Tart 
Supreme. 1974. Acrylic on canvas. 



Peggy Flora Zalucha,  
Map Still Life with Carnation, Keys, & 

Glasses.1989 Mixed watermedia.  



Todd Ford – Art teacher @ RHS 

• Todd Ford's site 

http://www.tford.info/


Scholastic Art Award Winning Artwork by: Kris  Green – Senior @  Carver Contemporary H.S. 



KRIS GREEN 
 
Self Portrait like Janet Fish 
7-10 objects that described 
himself. 
 
Used prisma colored pencil 
 
Artist of the month for 
Scholastic art magazine 
 
 



Drew from his still life, NOT a 
photo!!! 
 
He drew everything in exact 
detail just as it appeared in 
front of him. 
 
He drew & colored each one 
individually.  
 
He added highlights, 
shadows, and shading for 
realism. 
 
It took him nearly 80 hours to 
complete his artwork! 



Sam Bates – Senior Last year @ GHS 



































Objects you can use: 

• Toys, game pieces, candy, stuffed animals, 
mementos, trinkets, plastic animals, makeup, 
art supplies, sports items. 

• Anything that is small enough to carry  

• Anything that has personal meaning to you. 

 

*Must be school appropriate! 



Finding & Photographing  
your Still Life: 

• Collect a variety of objects that are interesting 
or meaningful to you. 

• Set them on a white sheet of paper for cast 
shadows or on a piece of fabric for texture. 

• Organize them in an interesting way. 

• Play around with lighting & spot lighting. 

• Take the camera… zoom in, zoom out, play 
with different angles & perspectives for the 
best possible composition! 

 



Rachel West’s Photos 



Colored pencil techniques: 

• Fade out – value gradation (dark, med, light) 

• Blend – 2 colors that fade together 

• Tint (highlight)- color plus white 

• Shade (shadow) – ebony fade plus color 

• Layer, Layer, Layer 

• Use multiple pressures 

• Colorless blender to take away white spaces. 



Project Steps: 

• LIGHTLY Grid photo & paper (optional) 

• Block in the composition with pencil. 

• Add details 

• Do ebony shading first under colored pencil 

• Add color layers 

• Add highlights & shadows 

• Add any last details 

• You will have until the end of the 3rd 6 weeks to 
complete this.  It will be due the first day you get back 
from break! 


