
Portraits and VASE 



Normal Self-Portrait 



Turning the face: ¾ angle 



Cropping Close-up 



Making Faces 



Use Hand in Portrait 







Foreshortening  







Reflective Surface 

 



 



 



Masking or Hiding 

 



 



Surrealism: looks real but more like a 
dream 





State Vase Portraits 

 



 



 



 



Medium: 
• Think about what you want to use for this 

assignment:  

– Pencil (IF YOU ARE NOT GOING TO VASE) 

– Pen and Ink 

– Watercolor, Acrylic Paint 

– Charcoal 

– Scratchboard 

– Mixed Media 

– photography (you will still need to do a 
drawing/painting for the assignment but you may 
enter a photograph into VASE) 



Grid Drawing: 
If you have a printed image and want to draw it exactly the 
same on a bigger sheet of paper, grid drawing is a great way 

to do this…(YOU DO NOT HAVE TO DO A GRID DRAWING FOR 
THIS ASSIGNMENT) 



Early examples of grid drawing: 
Artists Albrecht Durer and Leonardo Da Vinci were 2 of 

the first to use this method in the 16th Century… 



Chuck Close: 
Known for his (earlier) large hyper-realistic 
paintings and (later) large gridded paintings 





Your gridded drawing paper can be 1, 1.5 
or 2 times the size of your photo reference 

Once you have both gridded you will simple 
draw exactly what you see in each square… 



VASE Information 
• What is VASE?  The Visual Art Scholastic Event (VASE) is 

sponsored by the Texas Art Education Association (TAEA) and is 
the only UIL like annual art competition in the state of Texas 
each year.  Students compete against other high school students 
by region who have taken the same amount of art courses via an 
interview with a worksheet and their artwork.  During the 
interview, a professional artist or art educator will ask the 
student specific questions about their artwork.  Most interviews 
last 5-10 minutes.  A worksheet is filled out prior to the event 
which prepares the students for the interview.   
 

  

 
Cost:  $15 per piece (make checks payable to GHS).   You may enter up to 2 pieces.    
  
Entry Fees are DUE Jan. 14th & 15th  
  
 

Date and Location:  Saturday, February 14th at Timber Creek High School in 
Fort Worth (Keller) 



 Eligibility requirements:   
Students must be present at the competition.   
     Students must be driven to and from the event by a 
parent or guardian.   
            We encourage your parent to stay with you if at all 
possible.  
• You must be passing all classes for the 3rd 9 weeks grade 

check (UIL rules).   
• Students must be enrolled in an art class at GHS.  
• All artwork must be original.  Copying, using images from 

the internet or tracing from a projector is not allowed. 
• Maximum size for 2D work is 24” x 36” with mat. 
• What type of artworks can be entered?  Original and 

individually created drawings, paintings, prints, 
photographs, electronic images, video, jewelry, sculpture, 
ceramics and mixed media works.  2-D works can be no 
larger than 24” x 36” including mat.  3-D works can be no 
larger than 3 feet high x 3 feet wide x 3 feet tall.   

• Any photos used for reference must be attached!!! 
 



You do not have to use this assignment 
for VASE 

• You can use something previously done in this 
class, something you have done on your own, 
or create a different work to replace this 
assignment. (you must be going to VASE to 
replace this assignment.   

 


