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Name: ________________________________ period: _______ date: _______________

important vocabulary

Directions: Using a dictionary or on-line source, define these words. 

1. religion

2. philosophy

3. TRIBAL RELIGION

4. ethnic religion

5. universalist religion

6. transcendentAL RELIGION 

7. ANCESTOR WORSHIP

8. TOTEMISM

9. Animism

10. polytheism

11. monotheism

12. pantheism

13. HENOTHEISM

14. monism

15. atheism

16. dogma

17. secularism

18. Heresy, heretic

19. orthodox

20. schism

21. sect

NAME: _________________________________ PERIOD: __________ DATE: ______________

CHART: CHARACTERISTICS OF A RELIGION BY GEOGRAPHIC THEMES (WORLD VIEW: ____________________________)

fill out this chart after reading each of the sections on world religions. Complete a different one for each religion or philosophy that you study.
	LOCATION

· Relative


	Locate the religion or philosophy. Absolute location is not necessary but relative is important. In this case, know its modern regional location (continents) as well as countries in which the religion constitutes more than 50% of the population. Include holy cities, religious shrines and places of pilgrimage. 

	CHARACTERISTICS

OF PLACE

· Human Geography

· Cultural Geography

	After reading the section on a particular religion or philosophy, be able to describe the specific religion’s cultural characteristics associated with each world view. Include major beliefs, major practices, religious holidays, holy books, founders, holy men, and how one earns salvation (or warrants damnation).  Include any major sects or denominations. Include specific aspects of arts. 

	HUMAN – ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION

· Ecology Impact
· Religious View 


	How does the environment impact or influence the religion or philosophy? Be specific.

	MOVEMENT

· Regions
· How spread

· Cultural Syncretism

· Pilgrimages


	Most religions spread – where did it spread? Did it change and if so, how?  Describe its change and its blending with other religions, if it occurred.  Also, does the religion encourage pilgrimages – if so, where? How might this effect the religion?

	REGIONS

· Shared Characteristics


	Describe the physical geography (landforms and bodies of water) which characterize the regions(s) where your religion originated and in regions where your religion predominates.


NAME: ____________________________________ PERIOD: __________ DATE: ___________

CHART: CHARACTERISTICS OF A RELIGION BY GEOGRAPHIC THEMES (WORLD VIEW: ____________________________)

	LOCATION

· Relative


	

	CHARACTERISTICS

OF PLACE

· Human Geography

· Cultural Geography

	

	HUMAN – ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION

· Ecology Impact

· Religious View 


	

	MOVEMENT

· Regions

· How spread

· Cultural Syncretism

· Pilgrimages


	

	REGIONS

· Shared Characteristics


	


The Geography of POLYTHEISM and Ancient Physical Environment
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Polytheism is the belief in and worship of many gods. Typically, these gods are distinguished by particular functions, and often take on human characteristics. This was particularly true in ancient Greece and Rome. In other polytheistic cultures such as ancient Egypt, gods take on the form and characteristics of objects found in nature, including trees, sacred herbs, cattle, animals and animal--human hybrids. 
The belief in multiple gods is probably the result of an earlier belief in vaguely defined spirits, demons and other supernatural forces. These belief systems are similar to animism, ancestor worship and totemism. However, in polytheism, these supernatural forces are personified and organized into a cosmic family. This "family" becomes the nucleus of a particular culture's belief system. The family of gods was used to explain natural phenomena and to establish a culture's role in the universe. Typically, the number of gods would expand as the culture's belief system developed, eventually resulting in a hierarchical system of deities. Over time, the lesser gods in some cultures would diminish in stature or vanish altogether. Or henotheism evolved. Henotheism is the belief in many deities of which only one is the supreme deity. This may involve one chief God and multiple gods and goddesses of lesser power and importance. Ancient Greek and Roman religions were of this type as was the religion of the Aryans.  One supreme God, and multiple gods and goddesses who are all simply manifestations or aspects of the supreme God are also a type of Henotheism. Early Hinduism is one example; they recognize Brahman as the single deity. A third type of henotheism is where one supreme God rules over a country, and many other gods and goddesses who have similar jurisdiction over other territories. Some historians and theologians believe that the ancient Israelites were henotheists; they worshipped Jehovah as the supreme God over Israel, but recognized the existence of Baal and other deities who ruled over other tribes.
Polytheism was wide spread in the ancient world. The Egyptians had a highly developed belief system that was based on multiple gods. These gods were the cornerstone of Egyptian culture. The ancient Greeks also had an intricate system of myths based on multiple deities. The Greek gods often took on human forms and personalities, and in many cases, directly interfered with human activities. When the Roman Empire conquered the Greeks, the Romans assimilated much of the Greek polytheistic culture. Over time, as Rome's influence spread, it absorbed other gods from the other cultures that it conquered. In addition to Egypt, Greece and Rome, polytheism was widespread in ancient Asian, African, European and Native American cultures. Hinduism began as a polytheistic view of the Aryan religious world. 
Ancient humans lived in close contact with nature, often at the mercy of the physical elements of geography. They were intimately aware of the effects of the environment, could read signs of nature, and organized time according to the seasons. Early humans, as judged by Stone Age peoples that modern scientists have studied around the world, were generally animists; as civilizations evolved this became polytheism or the worship of many gods. Most often these gods were the personification and deification of nature. 

In many cultures, polytheism evolved rituals with shamans, or religious leaders who were assumed to possess some connection with nature and contact or control the spirit world. Yet Paleolithic beliefs often remained simple veneration of the spirits and powers in nature. This simplistic polytheism is called animism. Prior to the rise of agriculture it is highly likely that Paleolithic peoples attempted to control and influence the animals they hunted. This is called sympathetic magic and is best represented by the famous cave paintings discovered in Europe. As humans developed agriculture, religion seems to have become more associated with ensuring plentiful and successful harvests.

As human civilization emerged and progressed, humans developed institutions or long lasting patterns of organization. This included religion. Most complex religions developed a class or group responsible for the maintenance and practice of public religion. These men – women were rarely religious leaders – interpreted the wishes of the gods and managed the religious structures, which were dedicated to the deities. Holy literatures and dogmas, or officially sanctioned beliefs arose. 

Each deity represented some aspect of the physical environment, which humans respected, feared, venerated, and placated. The physical and climatic environment where humans lived was also reflected in their views of nature. If nature was benevolent and predictable as it was in Egypt, the gods and goddesses were generally viewed positively and loved. In areas where nature was harsh and the climate a threat, as it was in Mesopotamia, the deities were often portrayed as evil, with fierce tempers, and often bribed to avoid disaster. 

These characteristics of nature and geography are reflected across the globe.

Name: ________________________________ period: _______ date: _______________

CHART OF COMPARATIVE ANCIENT POLYTHEISMS AND ENVIRONMENTS
Directions

Select any two cultures’ deities to compare; write the cultures in the spaces provided. Some of the cultures you may research are Mesopotamian (Sumerian, Babylonian or Assyrian), Indian (Hindu-Aryan), Mesoamerican (Mayan, Aztec), Andean (Incan), Japanese, Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Scandinavian (Norse), West African forest peoples, West African savannah peoples, Polynesian (Hawaiian), and Asian pastoralists (Mongol, pre-Islamic Arab). Place their names in the chart.
using Encyclopedia Mythica or the Comparative Mythology links page, research and complete the chart.  Alternatively, visit the library and use an encyclopedia or books about various cultures’ mythologies. Locate and identify the gods/goddesses of each culture associated with nature. There may be many. Briefly describe these deities and their functions.  
THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

	CULTURE
	1.
	2.

	DESCRIBE THE PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF EACH REGION


	
	

	BASED ON THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION, WHAT TYPE OF GODS AND GODDESSES DO YOU EXPECY

THE CULTURE TO HAVE?


	
	


GODS AND GODDESSES OF NATURE

	Supreme deities


	
	

	deities of

climate, weather


	
	

	deities of bodies of 

water, types


	
	

	deities of land and landforms


	
	

	deities associated with fire

	
	

	deities associated with herding


	
	

	deities associated with farming


	
	


HEAVEN AND HELL
	DESCRIBE THIS CULTURE’S HEAVEN AND HELL


	
	


CONCLUSIONS

	WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ENVIRONMENT AND faith?


	


[image: image18.png]



Directions: Using the document provided, analyze each with no more than one sentence. Write your answers below. Then determine if the document is reliable.
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The Geography of Shintoism
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Shinto, meaning "the Way of the Gods", is the indigenous system of beliefs and rituals of the Japanese people. Shinto is a combination of two Chinese words: Shin, meaning divinity, and Tao, meaning "the way" or "the path". In many ways, it represents the oldest, polytheist and traditional ethnic religion still in existence.

Shinto arose more than 2,500 years ago as a mixture of many animistic tribal religions, each having had their own gods and goddesses. Shinto is a system of faith and a body of folkways, festivals, myths, ancient writings, and cultural attitudes. Shintoism is an ethnic religion, based in Japan. Although Taoism, Buddhism, and Confucianism later affected it as these religions spread to Japan from Asia and Korea, Shinto has remained basically and distinctly a religion of the Japanese people. 

Shintoists believe in the sacredness of the whole universe and that man can be in tune with this sacredness. This mirrors Daoism. Every mountain, volcano, river, plant, beast, and all the diverse phenomena of heaven and earth have presiding spirits, or kami. And all are interconnected in the rhythm of life. Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and typhoons have their places in Shinto society. This is not surprising in that Japan sits atop the Ring of Fire, or ring of volcanoes and tectonic plates that ring the Pacific and constantly influence life. Reverence is paid to the ancestors. But Shinto has no creed, ethical doctrine, official sacred book, philosophy, or theology of any kind. Its theory of human duty is to follow your natural impulses and obey the laws of the state. In this it mirrors Confucianism.

In addition to the officially sanctioned State Shinto, there is another form called Thirteen Sects, or sectarian Shinto. It is distinct from the state cult in legal status, organization, properties, and ceremonies. The main beliefs and rituals of this sect are concerned with purification, mountain worship, faith healing, and the revival of the ceremonies of Shinto's distant past. Ryobu Shinto is a synthesis of Buddhism and Shinto where the kami are identified with Buddhist saints and Buddhist sanctuaries are attached to Shinto shrines. 

There are two great texts of Shinto belief and mythology, the Kojike or Records of Ancient

Matters, and the Nihongi or Chronicles of Japan. Both texts date from about 700 CE and are historical records and chronicles not religious books. The most universally recognized symbol of Shintoism is the Torii. A torii is the entrance to a Shinto temple; it is a gate composed of two vertical posts supporting two horizontal beams and painted vermilion.

There are four basic beliefs or affirmations in Shinto: 

1. Affirmation of tradition and the family: these are the rites of life such as birth and 

    marriage, and include the traditions passed down from generation to generation. 

2. Affirmation of the love of nature: nature is sacred; thus, contact with nature means 

    that a person is in contact with the gods.

3. Affirmation of physical cleanliness: one must be clean in the presence of the spirits; 

    something that is not clean is ugly. 

4. Affirmation of matsuri: matsuri are festivals honoring the spirits. 

Shintoists believe that the kami created the islands of Japan and that the sun goddess Amaterasu was the mother of the first Yamato emperor, who was sent to earth to found an imperial dynasty. Like his Chinese counterpart, he is called the Son of Heaven. This belief was sacred and became the basis of State Shinto. Japan is a sacred land and all of the aspects of physical geography have sacred spirits. This idea of Japan as sacred space strongly fueled Japanese nationalism and led directly to the fanatic defense of Japan against foreign invaders, such as the Mongols under Kublai Khan and the Americans in World War II, or even foreign ideas, which seem to threaten Japanese traditions. The emperor became a symbol of the people and the unity of the nation. Tradition encouraged a respect for the authority of the state, the employer, and the family. Consequently, it is easy to understand why Confucian can so easily blend with Shinto. Shinto became invested as the official religion and was eventually used to justify the cult of the emperor and the Japanese militarism of the early twentieth century. Under the new constitution written after World War II, Shinto was reduced to the status of an ordinary sect. Today over 90% of the people of Japan are Shintoist. Shinto is a non-exclusive religion and people may practice Shinto along with a second religion, since the beliefs of Shinto do not usually conflict with other faiths. Most Japanese people practice several faiths.

There are over 110,000 Shinto shrines and temples for the kami in Japan. Each shrine usually has some reason for its existence, such as a natural feature or an historical event. Many are even large enough to require an organized staff. There are Shinto priests but often these are part-time, honorific positions. Many Japanese homes may have small shrines within called kami-dana. Adherents are expected to visit these shrines at various life cycle events. Inside of the Torii, or gate, is a bridge over a small stream and a wash basin where worshippers wash their hands and face. Worship is conducted at a shrine by bowing, reciting a prayer, knocking or ringing a bell to attract the attention of the kami, and then giving offerings to the kami inside. At the ancient Shinto shrines at Ise, where Amaterasu is venerated, a new Prime Minister will report on the formation of the new cabinet. Devotees of the martial arts attend the shrine at Kashima on the island of Honshu. There are other shrines as well on the grounds. Three million people at New Year visit the Meiji Shrine located in Tokyo and dedicated to Emperor Meiji. The mountainous terrain of Japan has had a major effect upon the Japanese religious consciousness. Many shrines are located on the top of the mountains where many go to heighten and purify their spiritual life. Mount Fuji is the most famous of these and has itself become a "quasi-religious symbol" for Japan.

Because it is an ethnic faith, Shinto does not transplant well. With the exception of temples in Okinawa, some minor islands in the Pacific, and a few places in Hawaii, the practice of Shinto often dies out with the assimilation of immigrant Japanese into the societies of their new lands. And unlike the Chinese, who maintain a strong sense of their ethnic heritage, Japanese immigrants often assimilate very rapidly when transplanted. 
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Directions: Using the document provided, analyze each with no more than one sentence. Write your answers below. Then determine if the document is reliable.
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The Geography of Judaism

[image: image25.png]



Traditionally, historic Judaism was founded by Moses approximately 3,300 years ago. The patriarch Abraham is also considered the founder of the Jewish people. But most modern scholars believe Judaism coalesced from various associated tribes in Palestine more than 3,000 years ago. 
Historically, the Judaism based on the Books of Moses, historical books, and prophetic books, which Christians call the Old Testament, and which Jews call the Tanakh, did not come into printed existence until around 600 BCE when the Jews were in exile in Babylon.

The earliest teachings of Judaism revolved around eretz yisrael, or the land of Israel, and geography is central to Judaism. In the Hebrew language of the "Old Testament", whenever the scriptures speak of a Jew entering the land, he "ascends". Whenever a Jew departs, he "descends". The Torah threatens exile from the land as the punishment for disobedience (Deuteronomy 28). Until the last 2,000 years of exile, the land was essential to the religion. Many of the laws of the Torah are only applicable when Israel is in the land. To emphasize the importance of the land to the fathers, each Pesach, or Passover is ended with the exclamation, "Next year in Jerusalem!" And have you ever wondered why hell is hot – deserts surround Israel and the Twelve Tribes were punished for sins by God and made to wonder in the desert for forty years under Moses. Besides, who would not want a land flowing with milk and honey as opposed to one of heat, scorpions, and rocks?

Judaism is usually considered an ethnic religion because of its association with a specific land. The Hebrew calendar is based on the agricultural cycle of Palestine. In that autumn is when the grains were harvested, the two holiest of Jewish holidays, Rosh Hashanah (New Year) and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) are both autumnal holidays associated with plenty and the end. Other holidays such as Sukkot (Feast of Booths) celebrate the Final Gathering of the Fruits, and prayers, especially for rain are offered. And because of the association of the human body with dirt and dust, the dead must be interred within one day of death.

The Torah mandated many practices, which were dictated by the environment. For example, the prohibitions against animals classed as unclean, such as pigs, affects what animals are raised. The very strict separation of meat from dairy products affects the handling and distribution of food products. Both milk and pork spoil quickly in hot climates. Historically, the Torah mandated a total rest of all farmland throughout Israel every seven years. In fact, the failure to observe this commandment is cited by the rabbis as being one of the contributing reasons for the first exile.

Although Judaism is primarily an ethnic religion, it does have universalizing elements. In the Second Temple era (approximately 2,000 years ago) there was active proselytization. However, the political atmosphere of the times eventually led Jewish leaders to discourage further proselytization. However, converts have made significant contributions to the faith. Judaism was the first major monotheistic religion. This monotheism eventually gave birth to two other world religions; namely, Christianity and Islam. The Jewish people were given the mission by God in the Hebrew Bible (referred to as the "Old Testament" by Christians) to be a blessing to the world. The three major tenets of Judaism are God, Torah, and Israel. 

The books of the Tanakh, or the “Old Testament” are recognized as canon. Tanakh is an acronym for the three Jewish divisions of the Bible: Torah, the five books of Moses containing the Jewish Law; Nevi'im, the books of the prophets; and Ketuvim, the books more commonly known as "the Writings" such as the Psalms and the Proverbs. The Torah takes central stage in Jewish doctrine and way of life: it contains the 613 commandments that God gave to Israel (not the Christian ten). The Talmud Bavli, or Babylonian Talmud, is also authoritative. Various works on Halakhah, or Jewish Law, such as the Shulkhan Arukh are held in high regard. 

Today, Judaism is generally divided into three major branches: Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform. A smaller, yet significant branch is Reconstructionist. Orthodoxy can be further subdivided into the Mitnaged and Chassidic groups. Some division can be observed between the "modern" Orthodox disciples of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch and the "ultra" Orthodox. Orthodox Judaism is based on strict observance of Halakhah, or the body of Jewish law based on the Taryag Mitzvahs, the 613 Commandments given in the Torah; that is, the 5 books of the Pentateuch given to Moses by God. Reform Judaism is based upon the Haskalah, or "German Enlightenment" which started in the late 1700's. It is felt that observance of the commandments is designed to evolve and to meet the current conditions. Conservative Jews, though not as strict in observing Halakhah as are the Orthodox, nevertheless place a high value on tradition. The emphasis of Reconstructionism is that of an evolving Jewish civilization, rather than strict observance of Torah. By 400 CE, the Halakhah was codified in a collation of the Mishnah (the Oral Law) and the corresponding Gemara (commentary on Mishnah). Together, Halakhah and Gemara form the Talmud, coalescing the knowledge and traditions preserved by the Pharisees. As a result, all of Judaism today is descended from the Pharisees.

The major liturgical language is Hebrew. It is used in scripture, Jewish liturgy, and prayers. Hebrew was revived as a living language by Eliezer Ben Yehuda starting in the 1870's when modern Jews attempted the first resettlements of the land of Israel. Aramaic was the language used in Babylon during the compilation of the Talmud and subsequently by most Jews throughout their rule by the Roman Empire. The use of Aramaic is important today by observant Jews in the study of the Talmud. 

Whether you take the orthodox approach to Judaism, or a more modern approach, you will likely see that Judaism is a religion, which evolved from simple origins, and which is the product of great movement and migration. Avroham Avinu, or Abraham came from Ur of the Chaldeas (probably southern Iraq), made a covenant with the one God and became the father of many nations. He was a pastoral nomad and subsequently wandered with his flocks and family to Syria and into the land of Canaan. His covenant passed down through his children Isaac, Jacob, and the twelve tribes. Eventually his descendant Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt, where his brothers and their families fled during a great famine. When their descendents emerged from Egypt, they were a nation. 

At the foot of Mount Sinai, Israel heard the voice of God. They were given the everlasting law as part of a covenant to make them a peculiar people, taken out of all the nations of the world. It is keeping this law, or Torah, which sets them apart. It is how this Torah is interpreted and kept which now separates the differing branches of Judaism today. After forty more years of wandering, the tribes arrive at the Jordan River and crossed into what we now call Israel. The scriptures record an era of rule by judges, then of the first Israelite kingdoms. After the death of Solomon, the kingdom was divided between Israel in the north and Judah in the south. Eventually, both kingdoms suffered exile by the invading empires of Assyria and Babylon. Since the time of the first exile, Judaism has had to deal with the question of the importance of the land to the theology of Judaism. Even today, the land is the cause of great disputation between opposing sides. Furthermore, Judaism has had to deal with a far-flung diaspora of adherents throughout the world.

The center of Jewish life is the city of Jerusalem. King David, who made it his capital city, first conquered it. His son Solomon built the first permanent temple within the walls of Jerusalem. The city became the center of the temple cult, which sanctified the city. Jerusalem was the focal point of the two pilgrimage festivals, Pesach and Sukkot. By the time the Second Temple was built, Jerusalem had become much more of a cosmopolitan city. Jews of every persuasion walked the streets and people from across the known world were to be found.

The Jews were allowed to return home when the Persians conquered Babylon. There they were conquered by Alexander the Great, and ruled by his successor empires, the Ptolemies of Egypt and the Selecuids of Syria. In the Second Temple era, a large numbers of sects arose. Often they represented factions in the argument about how far Jews should go in assimilating the culture of the Greeks. Readers of the New Testament should be familiar with the Pharisees and Sadducees. These two groups were largely Hellenicized Jews; Saul of Tarsus or Paul of Christianity was a Greek-speaking Jew with Roman citizenship, who rose to fame persecuting the heretical Christian sect. Large groups migrated to Alexandria, Egypt. Jewish historian Flavius Josephus also records several other sects including the Essenes and the Zealots, messianic movements awaiting either a religious or a military messiah to save the Jews. In the last century BCE, the Holy Land fell under the influence and control of the Romans and their client kings, the family of King Herod. During this time various schismatic sects arose, including Christianity, which originated from the messianic hopes of the Second Temple era in Roman dominated Judea. In 66 CE, the Jews revolted for the first time. Eventually, after continual revolts against the Roman Empire, the Roman general and future emperor Titus entered Jerusalem in the year 70 CE and destroyed the Rebuilt Temple. Hereafter, Jews no longer had priests but rabbis and no longer went to temple but synagogue. After the Bar Kochba revolt of 135 CE, Jerusalem was utterly destroyed, and Jews were forbidden to reenter the city upon pain of death. Thus began the latest galut, or exile. Despite this final dispersal, Jewish merchants had already spread throughout the great trading centers of the Eastern Mediterranean and Jewish religious communities had formed.

The oldest Jewish communities of the diaspora were probably in Ethiopia and on the Nile

River. The Babylonian exile created the first large Jewish settlements outside of the land of

Israel. Eventually, Babylon became a major seat of Jewish scholarship. When the exiles

started to return to the land of Israel, they came under Greek influence. Jewish settlements

appeared throughout the Mediterranean. Trade spread Jewish settlements as far away as

North Africa and Yemen. The “Wandering Jew” became a staple of many cultures and folk tales as did the proverbial Jewish merchant, doctor, and banker. In fact, when few people traveled across the great distances and even greater ideological divides, which arose between Islam and Christianity, the Jew moved easily between cities and lands. 

While Romans were pagans, Jews suffered few major impositions. It was only later under Christian emperors and kings that Jews began to suffer major persecutions. During the centuries, Jews isolated themselves willingly or were only forced to live in Jewish quarters. The Italian word is ghetto for the section of Venice where the Jews lived. The Jewish home, when persecutions of openly observant Jews closed synagogues or outlawed congregations, became the center of Jewish life. While Jews suffered horribly under many Christian rulers, under Muslims the Jews were not only tolerated and protected, but developed a remarkable civilization. It was during this Medieval Era that the divisions of modern Judaism arose.

Two Medieval centers for ethnic Judaism were in Cordoba, Spain, and the Empire of the Khazars on the steppes of modern Ukraine and Russia. Cordoba became a center for Jewish scientific and theological scholarship. Jews and non-Jews alike traveled to study in Cordoba. From this center came the Sephardic Jews, whose ancestors were present during the "Golden Age" of Moorish Spain, lasting from 900-1300 CE. The Sephardic Jews were then expelled from Spain in 1492 after Christian King Ferdinand conquered the last of the Muslim strongholds in Iberia. Refugees then settled in Italy, Greece, Turkey and Holland. These Jews continue to use a Spanish dialect called Ladino. 

The second group in Eastern Europe probably originated in two different locations. Jews living in Western Europe – Germany, England, and France – eventually were expelled in yet another diaspora and fled to Eastern Europe, where a rising Kingdom of Poland welcomed their skills and knowledge. Earlier, however, Jewish merchants and wandering rabbis seem to have converted a Turkish tribe called the Khazars to Judaism around the eight century CE. For two hundred years, the Khazars held the balance of power on the steppe and twice saved the Byzantines, their allies, from Arabic invasions. But other tribes destroyed the Khazar kingdom and its descendants seem to have wandered westward towards Hungary and Poland. As attested by genetic studies, these two states owed much to Khazar refugees. The Jews in Eastern Europe are called the Ashkenazi. These Jews have traditionally spoken a German dialect known as Yiddish. 

There are arguably two other major groups of Jews. One of these known as the Oriental Jews was found scattered in countries with ancient Jewish communities such as the Muslim world and India. There are even Chinese Jews! They often have their own dialects, but many used Arabic as their language. Since 1947, these groups have largely migrated to Israel, ending millennias’ old communities. Another group, which recently received the world's attention is Beta Israel, often called the Falashas. This ancient group is descended from Jews settled in Ethiopia as early as the days of Moses and use the Ge'ez tongue. We know they originated around the time of the Exodus because while they have the Five Books of Moses they do not have the other, later literary traditions and do not use unleavened bread for Passover. But they do circumcise their males, a practice probably picked up in Egypt during the bondage in the land of Goshen before the Exodus.

The contemporary age presented Jews with not only great opportunities but also horrible sufferings. Frequently the choices came down to assimilation or isolation. And isolation was another by-word for persecution. Currently, the largest concentrations of Jews are found in the United States (around one-half), and both Russia and Israel (each one-sixth). In point of fact, the largest Jewish city in the world is New York City and the United States has more Jews than the rest of the world combined. New York City has more Jews than Israel and in the United States, where Jews have enjoyed a second Golden Age. Besides great economic power, American Jews are prominent in media, the arts, sciences, and medicine. In the year 2000, eleven US Senators are Jews, and one ran for Democratic Vice President. 

Russia has traditionally had a sizeable population of Jews, historically in the western part of the Russian Empire known as the eastern Pale, but has in recent years lost Jews through emigration to the United States and Israel. Here persistent pogroms or officially sanctioned anti-Jewish riots led to some of the unusual migrations and settlement patterns found in Jewish history. It led to the massed Jewish immigration to the New World and eventually to the rise of Zionism, or the desire to build a new Jewish state in Israel. There are also significant Jewish communities in South Africa, Latin America, and Central Asia. The eastern Pale of Settlement was the only area within the empire of Catherine the Great in which Jews were allowed to settle. Jews were forbidden to settle in Russia. Within the Pale, Jews were forced to live in small villages known as Shtetlach. Although hard, shtetl life preserved the Jewish faith and community life. 

Until the Second World War, Europe, especially in Eastern Europe, had a much larger number of Jews than we find today. However, during the years from 1933 to 1945, Nazi Germany organized and conducted a systematic deportment, concentration, and murder of millions of Jews, Pentecostals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Gypsies, political dissenters, homosexuals, and other persons considered undesirable by the Nazi state. The goal of this "final solution" was the extermination of all of the world's Jews. It is estimated that approximately 6,000,000 Jews perished during this time, now known as "the Holocaust". Whole previously established communities disappeared from the earth. 

Outside of the United States, the greatest concentrations of Jews live in Israel, reestablished in 1948. Although surrounded by controversy and in conflict with the goals of others – Israel fought wars against her Arab neighbors in 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973, 1981, and has had numerous smaller skirmishes – Israel again became a nation after an absence of nearly 2,000 years. The ancient liturgical language of Hebrew again became a living language, and the desert again began to bloom. And in the peace negotiations with the Palestinians today, the land figures prominently in any discussions. Since 1948, the Israelis fought not only to preserve their small state against overwhelming Arab advantages in men and military equipment, but to eventually recapture the Holy City, which they did in 1967. This part of Jerusalem, the original City of David, is the holiest part to the Jews because of the Wailing Wall, the only part of the rebuilt Temple Mount of Solomon and Herod to remain. In recent discussions to return captured lands including Jerusalem to Palestinian Arabs, the Israelis have categorically stated they will not return the city and have additionally insisted on retaining parts of the West Bank associated with the historic Jewish past. This includes Abraham’s supposed tomb. Violence has resulted as it often does when land and religions are associated in conflicts with other religions.
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Directions: Using the document provided, analyze each with no more than one sentence. Write your answers below. Then determine if the document is reliable.
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The Geography of Daoism
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Tribal peoples in diverse parts of the world often retain ethnic religions and these are usually referred to collectively as animists. Alternatively called ethnic religions, these faiths are a belief particular to one culture or ethnic group and not universally accepted. They are similar to tribal religions, which are the particular religions practiced not so much by a cultural group as a tribe. Few people convert to these faiths – one is traditionally born into the religion. Currently numbering at least 300 million people, animists believe that certain inanimate objects possess spirits or souls. These spirits live in rocks and rivers, mountain peaks and heavenly bodies, forests and swamps. 
Each ethnic group has its own characteristic form of animism and has its own sets of objects, spirits, and sacred space. Ancestors figure prominently in animistic beliefs because they serve as guides to the living and intermediaries to the gods and more powerful spirits. A tribal religious figure, or a shaman, usually serves as an intermediary between the people and the spirits, while males, especially the eldest males, contact the ancestors. Animist beliefs are neither necessarily primitive nor simple, and vary widely in description; in fact, some animistic faiths such as Shintoism and Daoism have become extraordinarily complex.

Geographically, Sub-Saharan Africa is the greatest surviving stronghold of the less sophisticated animism, both in terms of the numbers of adherents and in percentage of total population. Yet animist beliefs persist in central South America, Siberia, extreme North America, the jungles and mountains of South and Southeast Asia, the islands of the Pacific, and amongst the Aborigines of Australia. If a geographer were to overlay a topographical map of the world on a map depicting the distribution of animistic faiths, it becomes apparent that the more traditional animistic practices exist far from the settled, urbanized cultures and usually in areas where communication, travel, and contacts remain problematic and rare. But even this is changing as Christianity and Islam convert these peoples to monotheistic faiths. Even then animism often manages to survive because American Indians, Africans, Siberian peoples, and the hill peoples of South Asia continue to practice aspects of the old faith beneath thin facades of their nominally monotheistic faiths. Only the East Asian ethnic faiths that evolved directly from animism, Daoism and Shintoism remain vibrant and unaffected by this trend.

The philosopher Li Uhr, commonly known as Lao Tze founded Daoism in sixth century CE. Lao Tze is an honorific title meaning either "Old Boy" or "Old Philosopher". Historians have little trustworthy information about the life of Lao Tze, but the story is told that when Lao Tze was leaving public life as an old man, he was stopped at the city gate and begged to leave behind his wisdom. Lao Tze stopped, wrote a document of 5,000 characters, known as the Tao-Te Ching, and departed never to be heard from again. 

Daoism, an ethnic pseudo-religion is distributed wherever the Chinese people have settled, but the bulk of practitioners live in China and Taiwan. Yet, exact numbers are not known because a clear distinction between the practitioners of Taoism and Confucianism does not exist. Nevertheless, scholars estimated that there are around 185 million Taoists, but this includes figures for traditional Chinese religions, including local deities, ancestor veneration, Confucian ethics, Taoists, divination, as well as some Buddhist elements.

Daoism is the belief in the natural order of things. Ch'i, which means breath, is central to Daoism. Cosmic energy is derived from Ch'i, and is from which yin and yang spring. Ch'i was split into the light, yang breath forming heaven, and into the dark yin breath, forming Earth. The yin and yang, therefore, are a part of one another and are constantly striving for a balance. The universally recognized symbol for Daoism is the circle divided into black and white, representing yin and yang. Within the yin and the yang is a little spot of the opposite, demonstrating that they are in reality a part of the other.  The primary text of Taoism is the Tao-Te Ching, the collection of wisdom from Lao Tze. Also important is the Lieh-tzu, a collection of stories and philosophical musings. Later writings by Chuang-tzu are also considered important. 

Most of the Tao-Te Ching deals with the interaction of yin and yang and their influences upon nature. Yin represents the female and is serene and without motive. Yang represents the masculine aspects of the universe, which are hot, dry, and active. The ideal balance is to retain the characteristics of both. The nature of paradox illustrates this balance of yin and yang. Tao represents "the way" or "the path" or possibly even "God". Te means virtue. Thus, the title of the Tao-Te Ching might be rendered "The Canon of the Way of Virtue." The Tao-Te Ching is the basis of many other works in Taoism. Interpretations of the parables within the work are diverse. Therefore, many different sects have developed. Yet, there are some inherent principles that remain throughout the changes of Daoism. In addition to Ch'i, yin, and yang, there are other characteristics of Daoism that are just as important. According to Wu Wei, one should not work against the natural order of things. This does not mean complete inaction; rather it means that whatever action one does, it should be in harmony with the natural order. Nothing can be achieved unless Wu Wei is incorporated. For this reason, every time the natural order is deliberately intervened or interfered with, the exact opposite of what was trying to be accomplished will result. Failure, therefore, is the only result of nonconformity to the Wu Wei.

There are various sects and divisions within Daoism. The most prominent is the Heavenly (or Celestial) Masters Sect, founded in West China in the second century CE. Chang Tao-ling, who supposedly possessed healing powers, founded it. The sect advocated faith healing through the confession of sin. The Mao-shan (Mount Mao) sect, founded in the fourth century, introduced rituals involving alchemy, mediumistic practice, and visionary communication with divinities (having been mortals who through diligent practice achieved immortality). But the two primary paths in Daoism are between the mystical understandings of priests and the more superstitious practices of the people.

Taoism is a philosophy that is deeply embedded into the traditions and history of China. It is difficult to distinguish between what is Taoist and what is Confucian because they both share many of the same ideas about man, society, rulers, Heaven, and the universe. While Confucianism deals with the practical and the earthly, Taoism deals with the esoteric and the heavenly. Both beliefs stem from traditional Chinese ideas that were not delegated to one religion. Therefore, it is difficult to place the origins of Taoism. Yet, it is believed to have been present in China as far back as 500 or 600 BCE. 

Taoists do not concern themselves with society. In fact Daoists could have written Jefferson’s comment that “the government that governs best, governs least”. Daoism is a very individual philosophy in that Daoists are expected to value their own life above all else. They should not worry about wealth and power. These are not the concerns of people. There is no need to sacrifice oneself for the good of society. Everyone is responsible for their own Ch'i. And in achieving this, all society will benefit and prosper.

Daoism looks upon death as a natural occurrence that one should not fear or dread. Yet, as the philosophy evolved into different sects, there are some, which seek immortality. These believe that, even though death is natural, it can be avoided by practicing Daoism so completely that the energy of the soul is released and the person becomes pure cosmic energy. This is directly connected to the Ch'i which each person is filled with at birth. To strive against the natural order depletes the Ch'i; yet through practicing Wu Wei, it can actually be retained. Because Daoism is very concerned with the health of the spirit, the body, which directly reflects that health, is a primary concern. If one is unhealthy, it could be from an imbalance in the Ch'i. Medicine and different ceremonies were adapted to help balance the Ch'i. Through this belief, the herbal remedies associated with Chinese medicine originated. Consequently, many famous Chinese doctors were Daoists.

Daoism, in its involvement in maintaining the balance of the natural order, is preoccupied with repairing that balance. Through medicine and meditation, this balance is maintained. Therefore, many of the Daoistic ceremonies center on this need. The Mao Shan sect believed that those with special powers could be used as a medium to dispense a cure for illnesses. The spirit that was within them could speak through the medium and prescribe the correct medication or course to take to heal someone. 

The organization of space, both spiritually and physically, is very important in Taoism. In fact, an art of household design called Feng-shui based on Daoist principles exists. Space continued to interact with Daoism as the various sects developed. For example, the Mao-shan sect holds the Mao Shan Mountains in Kaing-su province as sacred because of their belief in a massive period of cleansing of the earth with fire and flood. The good will take refuge deep within the earth, in caverns of the perfected beneath the mountains of Mao Shan.

One of the main functions of religions is the maintenance of a harmonious relationship between a people and their physical environment. In the larger monotheistic and more complex polytheistic faiths, environment means more of a moral and spiritual than a geographic environment. In other, more animist or polytheistic faiths, religion is at least perceived by its adherents to be part of an adaptive strategy, where humans modify their cultures based on natural environment to provide the necessities of life. For that reason physical environmental factors, particularly natural hazards and disasters, exert a powerful influence on the development of religion. 

Environmental factors are most readily apparent in the nature-based religions such as Daoism or Shinto. In Daoism, nature spirits lie behind certain practices such as geomancy, or feng-shui. Geomancy is divination based on the contours of the physical landscape. The homes of the living and the resting-places of the dead must align with the cosmic forces of the world. This means air (sky), earth (land), and water must exist in balance. Chinese Buddhists, influenced by Daoism, originally invented the magnetic compass to serve geomantic needs. For a burial site, the ideal terrain should be neither featureless nor flat nor steep and rugged. The active and passive forces of Chinese cosmology, yin and yang should correctly surround the site. As Chuen-yan David Lai, a Canadian geographer wrote, “The yang energy is expressed as a lofty mountain range, symbolically called the Azure Dragon, and the yin energy as a lower ridge called the White Tiger. The most auspicious model of feng-shui topography is a secluded spot where these two energies converge, interact vigorously, and are kept in harmony by surrounding mountains and streams.” 

This has led to a fierce competition for burial spots in modern China. Due to the extreme overpopulation and its corresponding demand for farming land and land for living spaces, land is at a premium. Under Daoist and Confucian beliefs, it is critical to bury the dead in auspicious places so they can watch over the living relatives. And the living relatives must have places to visit in order to venerate the ancestors. Consequently, despite Communism and enormous demands for the land, geographers estimate that around ten percent of otherwise usable land may be used as cemeteries. Even when the Communists were victorious under Chairman Mao and attacking all traditions, they often avoided denying the common people burial spaces for their relatives or in attacking ancient graves. On the other hand, in Hong Kong, which has the highest population density per square mile of any area in the world, and in Taiwan, where land availability is even more scarce than in mainland China, Confucians and Daoists willing bought lands on the communist mainland from their ideological enemies at highly inflated prices just to fulfill the requirements of Feng-shui. 

Feng-shui has become a vibrant although misunderstood aspect of Chinese culture. No building is built or located without consulting a Feng-shui man; homes are decorated according to its principals and cities are organized to maintain the balance of the universe. And while skeptics often dismiss the art as superstition, Feng-shui clearly emphasizes physical geography – the study of contours, fault lines, soil stability, and natural vegetation – as a part of architecture and harmonious living. This is reflected in Daoism and has merged into Confucianism and Buddhism. Clearly, geography and environment are never very far from Chinese or Asian ethnic religions.
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Hinduism constitutes an extremely intricate religion for which a single definition will not suffice. The premier feature of this religion is the vast diversification of beliefs and rituals among its adherents. It is an ethnic religion, which outside of India and away from its Indian environment often loses its value. Hinduism can be considered simultaneously polytheistic, pantheistic, or monotheistic in nature; experts, however, concede that from the theology of Hinduism it is monotheist or pantheist. Although this religion substantially lacks organization, it has impressively maintained its existence throughout history. 

Hinduism was created through the intermixing of two distinct cultures, the Aryans and the Indus Valley or Dravidian civilization. About 1500 BCE, the Aryans from Central Asia invaded India and imposed their religious themes on the Indian natives. The Aryans first settled in the region called the Punjab in northwestern India, but later migrated to the Ganges River Valley as far as Bengal, along which they established petty kingdoms. Ultimately, the Aryan religion absorbed many of the rituals and traditions of the natives and was eventually transformed into Hinduism. Most Hindus are Indians of Aryan or Dravidian extraction. However, as Hinduism spread throughout Southeast Asia and Indonesia, other ethnic groups adopted Hinduism but added their own understandings and ethnic characteristics. Consequently, Hindus believe there is no one correct form of worship for everyone. Hinduism has neither a central authority nor a single holy book. If one person practices Hinduism one way, no other Hindu will think that the person has made a mistake or strayed from orthodox doctrine.

Because Hinduism is so flexible about beliefs and tended throughout its history to absorb other beliefs easily, sects and internal divisions are rare. The two largest sects of Hinduism are the Shivaite and the Vaishnavite sects, based upon the recognition of Shiva and Vishnu as the ultimate manifestations of Brahma. Vaishnavas constitute approximately 70% of all Hindus. The Bhakti movement also figures prominently in Hinduism. 

The earliest known texts of Hindu literature are referred to as the Vedas. They were written down between 1500 BCE and 1200 BCE but were probably oral traditions composed much earlier by the Aryan inhabitants of India. The Vedas established the initial form of Hinduism, known as the Vedic religion, through a collection of four texts. Some religious sociologists call Hinduism Vedantaism because of its reliance on the Vedas. In chronological order, these texts are referred to as Sanhitas, Brahmans, Aranyahas, and Upanishads. Of the four texts of the Vedas, the Upanishads provided the founding principles of Hinduism. As Hinduism evolved, later texts came into prominence such as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The major text of the Vaishnavas is a portion of the Mahabharata known as the Bhagavad Gita. Within the Upanishads are the theological principles of Hinduism. In the beginning, the atman or self-soul somehow, usually through desire or selfishness, separated itself from brahma. Salvation is achieved through a spiritual reunion of the soul, atman, with the ultimate reality of the universe, brahma. To achieve this goal, the soul must obtain moksha, or perfect understanding, to release it from the samsara, the endless cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. A Hindu does this by following dharma or religiously defined caste duties. The different sects of Hinduism follow differing paths to moksha. If one performs dharma correctly one avoids aspects of negative karma, or those things which multiply rebirths and prolong existence. At the end of all the cycles of rebirth, a Hindu achieves nirvana. Because of these beliefs, Hindus cannot eat meats of any kind. If all life is related, than any animal you might eat is a soul in an incarnation.

The status of lives within the life cycle prompted the establishment of the caste system. Hindus call the castes, jatis or varuna (color). Actually, the caste system evolved more out of the Aryans’ need to establish a control system for India, once they had conquered India. The higher castes are purer Aryan and tend to be fair skinned. The lower castes are darker skinned and are largely Dravidian. This system exhibits significant social and economic implications on the Hindu population. It dictates choice of occupation, marriage partners, foods consumed, and other issues. Classes were originally based on an individual's natural qualities and functions evolved into rigid divisions over time. According to the Law of Manu, one should think of humankind as part of the cosmic body of brahma. The priests or Brahmins are the mouths of brahma; they hear, see, think, and speak for brahma. The Kshatriyas or warriors are the arms and protectors of the body. The vaisayas are the stomach of God; they feed and care for the body. Socially they are merchants, farmers, herders, pharmacists, etc. The shudra or lowest caste is alternatively the thighs or feet of God; they perform the labor of the body. Outside of the caste system in India are the outcastes, or pariahs. These people are not technically a caste but groups of people, who are ritually impure. They handle and touch death. No Hindu can have contact of any type with the pariahs on pain of suffering karma affecting rebirth.

In modern times, the primary characterization of the caste system is based on occupations, which are assessed by the amount of pollutants, such as blood and waste water involved in the job. The theme of pollutants, and with through the influence of the doctrine of ahimsa or non-violence, has prompted Hindus of higher status to refrain from eating animal meat and practice vegetarianism. In general, the Hindu community has traditionally imposed strict divisions between all castes. Because a person is born into a caste, no transferability is permitted between members of different castes. Additionally, a non-Hindu can not enter a caste nor is marriage permitted outside of a caste. When intermarriage does occur, the children traditionally acquire the caste status of the lower casted parent. Abroad, usually non-Hindus marrying a Hindu simply acquire their mate’s caste. And were a correlation is possible, entrants into Hinduism use their occupations, which until recently were usually inherited, and match it with the appropriate Hindu caste. And foreign lands sometimes adopted Hinduism without the castes. In this last manner, Hinduism was able to spread to Southeast Asia. The resulting segregation based on caste theology has remained persistent in India throughout history, even despite legislation through the present. Hindus of higher castes have traditionally feared pollution by lower caste members through such actions as spatial closeness, consuming foods cooked by lower castes, and drinking from the same water source. 

Through political movements in the mid-1900's, caste barriers have been relaxed to some extent. The movement to remove caste discrimination was spearheaded by "Mahatma" M. K. Gandhi, who taught that the "removal of this blot and curse upon Hindusim" was essential to Indian independence. This relaxation has been particularly noticed in urban areas and immigrant communities. All Hindus are now eligible to obtain an education, which has prompted equal employment opportunities. Strangely enough to ensure equal education and occupational opportunities, the Indian government has had to resort to quotas and a quota system because of the opposition to the changes in caste traditions. Social intermixing in urban areas between members of different castes has become more tolerated. Furthermore, discrimination based on caste status was politically declared illegal in 1950. Nevertheless, the old system persists and has found new ways to perpetuate itself. Really, all the law has done is to remove the caste differences within the major castes and to heighten the differences between the top two castes and the lower two and outcastes.

The first recognized sects of Hinduism emerged during the time period beginning in the fifth century CE and lasting through the Middle Ages. This era is most characterized by the strong influence of Islamic virtues within the Hindu communities of India. Due to this influence, liberal movements evolved. One dominant movement known as the Bhakti Movement involved the praising of only one particular god, known as a personal god, and identifying him as having the same status as Brahma.  

Based on the movement of identifying one personal god as being equal to Brahma, two major sects emerged, often referred to as "the Great Sects". These sects are recognized as Vaishnavism and Saivism. As the names convey, the sects are based on the gods, Vishnu and Shiva. The prominence of these gods was prompted by the composition of two epics known as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Vishnu is considered to be a generous and kind god who supplied man with a resourceful world on which to live. He is often referred to as the "Preserver" who travels to earth as an incarnation when society and religion are threatened. Shiva is referred to as the "god of destroying storm" and imposes punishment on those of evil intent. The Vaishnavas identify Vishnu as being equivalent to Brahma. They comprise about 70% of the population. Shivaites identify Shiva as being equivalent to Brahma. Both sects have incorporated new principles into traditional Hindu worship. There are numerous other incarnations of brahma, but it would be easier for outsiders to think of them not as separate gods but faces or modes of the same God. This is why Hinduism is more rightly called pantheism or monotheism. 

Over the millennia, Shaktism, or the worship of the Great Mother goddess and consort of Siva, Shakti, has also had many adherents in Hinduism. The goddess or devi has many aspects, some of them quite terrifying. But the major aspect is female energy or fertility. Over the years, her worship has risen and waned, partially because of the Thuggees or followers of the goddess Kali. The word “thug” derives from the name. This goddess with her sacred groves known only to her followers demanded human ritualistic murder, usually of merchants and prominent people. In the nineteenth century, the British East India Company, which owned and administered most of India, appalled by the practice, located and executed nearly one million followers of the goddess and destroyed the sacred groves.

In general, these sects were particularly popular among the lower castes. During the Bhakti Movement, numerous lower caste members converted to Islam to improve their religious position. However, the Hindu sects often provided another option to lower caste members in improving their religious status without completely abandoning the Hindu religion. Traditionally, those Hindus retaining the original Vedic religion have mostly been those of the higher castes, primarily the Brahmins. 

Geographically, Hinduism has traditionally been contained in the place of its origin. Throughout most of history, Hindu adherents remained in South Asia, particularly in India and Sri Lanka. This was significantly prompted by the enduring belief that Hinduism could only be practiced in India. It was believed that adherents who crossed "the black ocean" became impure and were no longer Hindu. Consequently, Hinduism is closely toed to the Indian landscape. Only recently has this barrier dissipated. As a result, over the past 100 years, Hindus have migrated to other regions of the world, mostly with the intention of pursuing economic motives; consequently most of the immigrants are vaisayas. Areas that have acquired notable Hindu populations include Great Britain, Canada, eastern Africa, Australia, and the northeastern portion of South America. Today, Hindus constitute a major immigrant group to the United States.

The countries with the highest concentration of Hindu population include India, Nepal, Malaysia, Fiji, and Guyana. With the exception of a few regions, most of the countries in the world have concentrations of less than 100 Hindus per 100,000 persons. Some areas that have moderate concentrations of Hindus (between 100 and 30,000 Hindus per 100,000) include Canada, Great Britain, Suriname, Pakistan, Indonesia, Australia, and a string of countries from South Africa to Kenya in Africa. The distribution of Hindus throughout the world has been extremely selective and dispersed. Generally Hindu merchants and laborers followed their British overlords (when Great Britain ruled India) and the British Indian army abroad and remained their as settlers. Today talented Hindus seek employment opportunities abroad, frequently in the United States and Great Britain.

Pilgrimage has traditionally been a critically important aspect of Hinduism. Within India, there are seemingly an infinite number of places designated as sacred sites. These sacred places are commonly located where physical features converge such as the convergence of land and water. In accordance, sites of pilgrimage destination are frequently located on riverbanks, coastal areas, swamps, piedmont areas at or near mountains, and even where two or more rivers converge. Furthermore, since there is no central authority, places in India are deemed sacred sites based on historical events and tradition including those portrayed in the numerous Hindu epics. Highly regarded sites include the Ganges River, the Himalayan Mountains, and the sacred cities of Varanasi and Hardwar. Varanasi is where Shiva was believed to have manifested himself. There are particular times throughout the year that Hindus embark on pilgrimages to these sites of India. These include the Hindu festivals celebrated throughout the year such as the Kumbha Mela festival held four times a year and the Dusserah farming festival. Another interesting feature of Hindu pilgrimages is that the caste of a pilgrim is temporarily disregarded for the duration of the voyage. At locations such as the Ganges’ sacred waters, all Hindus, even the lower castes, temporarily receive complete purification. As the type of Hinduism practiced will vary depending on a person’s caste, the average Hindu will venerate different gods. And although there are a variety of deities and approaches, some geographic concentration exists: Saivism and Shaktism in the north, Shaktism and Vaishnavism in the east, Vaishnavism in the west, and Saivism, along with some Vaishnavism in the south. But Holy Places are dispersed throughout India. Nevertheless, some are nationally important and visited from all over India, while others are only locally important and rarely known outside the immediate area. 

The spirituality and effectiveness of a pilgrimage are assessed by several factors. The ultimate criteria entail the distance traveled and the method of transportation. Longer distances and traveling on foot substantially optimize the spiritual fulfillment of the pilgrimage. Other factors of assessment include the holiness of the site and the purpose of the pilgrimage. Today, Hindus frequently conduct an all-Indian pilgrimage. The route of this journey, established by a train route, consistently follows the pattern of sacred sites recognized by the major sects of Vishnu and Shiva around India. The all India pilgrimage takes about ten weeks to complete depending on the amount of time spent at each place. 

Nevertheless, temples and communal places of worship are generally unimportant in Hinduism. Instead, important religious functions are more likely to take place at home with the family. Temples are built to house shrines for particular shrines rather than as a place for congregational worship. The Hindu temple serves as a home to one or more gods, though a particular god may have more than one temple. Wealthy persons or groups usually maintain the local temples. Because space is not needed for communal worship, walls enclose the within which there is a structure for a caretaker and a pool for ritualistic bathing. There is an interesting geographic element for the death and final disposal of Hindus. Hindus generally practice cremation, which is considered a rite of purification, rather than burial. The body is washed with the water from the Ganges River and then burned on a slow funeral pyre. Ashes are scattered on the waters, preferably the Ganges.

Clearly, Hinduism, the largest ethnic religion is a product of its environment and at home really only in the Indian subcontinent. Consequently, many Hindu immigrants lose their traditional faith in foreign lands and convert to other faiths. Hinduism practiced abroad is often simplified and stripped of much of its traditions. This explains why Hinduism has never successfully established itself abroad except in countries in close proximity to India. Even where Hinduism was successfully spread, as it was by merchants to Cambodia and Indonesia for a time, it eventually was absorbed by stronger Buddhist and Islamic faiths.

This should not imply, however, that Hindus do not have a strong attachment to sacred space. As recent history demonstrates, they do. In recent years, Hindus have reacted strongly to perceived or real attacks on their lands and shrines from Muslims or Buddhists. A Hindu Nationalist Party has become a major force in Indian politics – it sees India as Hindu and has plans to reclaim lands lost to Muslims, Buddhists, and even Christians. This has extended to claiming the Indian Ocean as sacredly Hindu, the building of a rather large Indian navy, and the development of Indian nuclear weapons! In Sri Lanka, Hindu Tamils have engaged in acts of terrorism against the Buddhist-led state. And Hindus have fought a centuries old war with Muslims since they first invaded India around 715 CE. Recently Hindu mobs tore down a mosque because it was built on the supposed birthplace of the god, Rama. And daily Hindu Indian and Pakistani forces trade artillery barrages and their troops clash over the control of Kashmir, the source of many of India’s sacred rivers. Clearly, Hinduism and geography have an interrelated and interconnected history.
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Buddhism was founded in the sixth century BCE by Siddhartha Gautama, a Hindu Kshatriya, and carried on afterwards by his followers. Siddhartha was born in Lumbini near the border of present-day India and Nepal. His dissatisfaction with the nature of suffering and the answers of existing religion led him in a quest which eventually brought him to enlightenment, and thus the title, the Buddha--meaning "an enlightened one". 

Siddhartha Gautama was born a prince and had every luxury expected of royalty. At his birth, astrologers and Hindu priests had warned that his parents that if their son looked on the face of illness and death or age, he would change their world and threaten the very existence of all that they knew. Consequently, they isolated him from all aging, illness, death, and suffering – he was raised in a garden, which never knew sickness and was always beautiful. But the young prince was intrigued by what lay over the wall and one day journeyed into the world beyond the wall. He made three journeys; respectively on each he met an old man, a sick man, and a dead man. On the fourth he met a monk. Gotama was confronted with the reality of life and the suffering of mankind. He was determined to find the solution to the problem of suffering and at the age 29, left his kingdom to become an ascetic. After trying various systems and methods of teachers in the Ganges River valley for six years, Gautama was left utterly dissatisfied. This dissatisfaction led to his abandonment of traditional religion and practices to seek his own path. One evening at age of 35 while seated under a Bodhi tree, Siddhartha Gautama attained enlightenment, after which he became known as the Buddha. 

Buddhism is primarily a spiritual philosophy and system of ethics. As originally practiced, it places little or no emphasis on deities, teaching that the goal of the faithful is to achieve nirvana, a blissful state of release from the bonds of the self, the world, and samsara, the endless round of birth, death, and rebirth in successive lives. Spiritual perfection is achieved through the practice of humility, generosity, mercy, abstention from violence, and above all, self-control. The major writings of Buddhism are a collection of greater and lesser writings, known as the Tripitaka. They are a collection of teachings, monastic rules, and philosophy of the Buddha. Many of these teachings are known as sutras. One of the most important symbols of Buddhism is the wheel of life, which depicts the cycle of birth and death. The eight spokes represent the Eightfold Path. The lotus blossom is strongly associated with the Buddha, symbolic of the enlightenment of the soul.

Whether as a religion, one in which Buddha attains the status of a god, or as a philosophy, Buddhism shares few concepts with Christianity. For example, Buddhists do not believe in a transcendent or immanent God or gods, or a personal savior. Even in Mahayana Buddhism, the gods and Bodhisattvas will eventually enter Nirvana after they have helped all other souls achieve the same goal. Buddhism believes that the position of humanity is supreme--humanity is responsible for saving itself. Buddhism requires no faith, but is a matter of seeing and knowing. The teachings of Buddhism are wholly practical, refraining from questions such as "Where did I come from?" and "Where am I going?" Rather, it is concluded that such questions lead to sadness, confusion, and strife: only distracting from the task at hand. Enlightenment, as would be expected, is complex. Many things became apparent to Gautama Buddha under the Bodhi tree. Of these, the Four Noble Truths are the basic teachings on the human condition. The Four Noble Truths are: 

1.    All is pain, suffering, sorrow, misery, impermanence, imperfection, emptiness, insubstantiality, and hollowness. There is no "I" or "self"; only a combination of energies known as the Five Aggregates which are matter, sensations, perceptions, mental formations, and consciousness. These five aggregates are not separate from Dukkha, but are responsible for the perception of self by working interdependently according to cause and affect.

2. The cause of suffering is desire --the desire to have and control sense gratification. These desires include the desires found in pleasures such as intoxication, sex, or eating as well as the desire for existence or popularity. Death does not end the 

         existence of these energies. 

3. To end pain, end desire. It is truth that leads to the cessation of pain and desire, which leads to the end suffering, called Nirvana. Nirvana is total detachment and extinction of desire. Nirvana is absolute truth or the realization of absolute truth. One who has realized Nirvana in this life is free from attachment, desire, greed, hatred, conceit, ignorance; free to enjoy things in their purest sense, left with universal love, kindness, compassion, and understanding. Wanting nothing, such are free from illusions of self. 

4. The path to the cessation of desire is found in the Noble Eightfold Path, which is the way to Nirvana. It is the "middle path," avoiding the extremes of life such as extreme wealth or extreme poverty, and asceticism or gluttony. 

The Noble Eightfold Path or Path of Righteousness has eight precepts divided into three groups. Wisdom involves Right Understanding (of the Four Noble Truths) and Right Thought (selfless renunciation, universal love, etc.). Ethical conduct includes Right Speech (not to lie, slander, gossip, foolishly babble); Right Conduct (not to kill, steal, fornicate, become intoxicated, etc.); and Right Livelihood (not to trade in arms, drugs, alcohol, or promote evil). Mental Discipline includes Right Effort (will to prevent evil and unwholesome states of mind); Right Mindfulness (awareness of bodily actions, states of mind, emotions), and Right Concentration (a meditative state of mind heightening awareness).

Buddhism denies the existence of the soul, self, or ego as a permanent, everlasting entity. The idea of a soul is the result of fear, weakness, and ignorance. "Self" is simply the product of the Five Aggregates. All Buddhists are encouraged to be thoughtful, and give in whatever manner that implies. Additionally, if people accept Buddhism, they must refrain from killing, wrong behavior, which includes eating meat, drinking alcohol and use of drugs, and having sex. On special days, three additional precepts may be added, restricting adornment, entertainment, and comfort. Buddhists will ritually chant and meditate. There are two forms of meditation: the development of mental concentration and singleness of mind, which can lead to mystic states, or the insight into the nature of things, leading to the complete liberation of the mind. This second form, vipassana, is an analytical method based on mindfulness, awarenes, vigilance, and observation. Finally, Buddhists are encouraged to make pilgrimages to Buddhist sites in Sri Lanka and India.

The geography of Buddhism is found today in the distribution of the many varieties of Buddhism as well as the impact that Buddhism has had on the human geography of the countries in which it resides. Until British investigators starting identifying ancient Buddhist pilgrimage sites in the 19th century, the Buddha was thought to have been a mythical character in the West. Now after an absence of several centuries, pilgrims have again returned to the sacred sites once forgotten in the land of Buddhism's birth and pilgrimage is now significantly contributing to the tourism industry there. As in the cases of the once warrior nation of Tibet and the nomadic Mongols, the cultures and institutions of nations have been irrevocably changed as the values of Buddhism have become assimilated into the consciousness of their peoples. Furthermore, the geography of the landscape itself has been altered by the structures created by the various forms of Buddhism.

Originally, Buddhism was fairly widespread across Asia. Buddhism ranged from western outposts in present day Pakistan and Turkestan east to the islands of Japan; north from Siberia and south to Sri Lanka and the islands of Indonesia. Although Buddhism began as a reform of Vedic Hinduism in the land of its birth, it is hardly practiced in India today. Buddhist ruins stand from Afghanistan to Bali, where Muslims invaders and merchants eventually brought Islam. In India, Buddhist beliefs and reforms were absorbed by Hinduism, in which Buddha is now considered a god and an incarnation of Vishnu. Buddhism originated in northeastern India, but did not diffuse significantly from its point of origin until later. Early Buddhism was spread by word of mouth; interested people journeyed to hear Buddha while he was alive and to study with his monks and nuns after he died. These travelers then returned to their homes and others followed. Nevertheless, by the forth or third century BCE, Buddhism had begun to supplant Hinduism in this region of India.

This established the Buddhist tradition of pilgrimage. Buddhists visit Lumbini, where the Buddha was born. The second great sight is Bodh Gaya, where he achieved Enlightenment. Because he achieved Nirvana under the Bo (dhi) tree, it has become a sacred object for most Buddhists and has been transplanted by Buddhists in all countries where they have come to settle. The Deer Park in Benares where Buddha preached his first sermon is also on any Buddhist pilgrimage. This site today is often considered the intellectual headquarters of Buddhist. Here is the oldest surviving structure in India, a Buddhist temple. Nearby is one of the most important libraries of Buddhism including many works smuggled out of China when the Dalai Lama fled. The forth site is Kusinagara, where Buddha died. These sites and pilgrimage are very similar to the one Christians make to the Holy Land to visit and pray at sites associated with the life, passion, and death of Christ or a Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. 

Buddhism appealed to many because, irrespective of the status into which one was born, any one could achieve nirvana. One did not have to follow elaborate rituals or go through a series of rebirths. Buddhism denied Hinduism’s caste system and renounced violence in an age where violence was not only common but also widespread and everyday. 

The man most responsible for the spread of Buddhism throughout South India and outside of the region was the Mauryan emperor, Ashoka. The Mauryan Empire arose in the same area where Buddha had been born, Maghada. Over the course of a century it conquered most of the Ganges and Indus River valleys. Around 257 BCE, the third Mauryan Emperor converted to Buddhism after he became horrified at the death and destruction he had caused during one particularly nasty campaign. As a Buddhist, Ashoka codified not only Buddhist beliefs and became the religion’s chief protector, but also wrote Mauryan laws into Buddhist format, which he chiseled into great stone pillars and erected around the kingdom for all to read. The Buddhist philosophy became the official state philosophy. 

Ashoka sent out missionaries to proclaim the Buddha’s messages. Within his lifetime, Sri Lanka was converted by Ashoka’ son, Mahinda. Other missionaries journeyed to Central Asia and Southeast Asia, where many rulers and states accepted the Path of Righteousness. Buddhist states arose in Bactria (Central Asia), amongst the islands of Indonesia, and in the river valleys of the Indochinese peninsula. 

By the first century CE, merchants along the trade routes such as the Silk Road from northwestern India introduced Buddhism into China. Many Chinese were receptive to the ideas, and Buddhist texts were translated into Chinese. Once Chinese rulers discovered that Buddhism was not a threat to their rule, they allowed people to become Buddhist monks. In the following years, Mahayana Buddhism became a truly Chinese religion and Chinese Buddhists made trips to Buddhist shrines. From China, Buddhist monks and merchants introduced Buddhism to Korea and Japan, where it remains today. But during the same age, Buddhism in India began to die out as Hindus absorbed Buddhist teachings and Buddha as a god into Hinduism.

As Buddhism spread, it changed. One rather significant yet humorous consequence of these contacts is to the change in the image of the Buddha itself. The real Buddha was a thin man, who fasted and meditated constantly. In China, thinness is seen as a negative quality associated with selfishness. A fat man is a jolly, happy man, willing to give and share his wealth with all. Surely Buddha, a compassionate, happy, giving man, could not have been thin! The statues of the Buddha, if fat and smiling are Chinese artistic reinterpretations, and adaptations (assimilation) of the Indian Buddha. Additionally, Buddhist adherents erected shrines to Buddha or to local Bodhisattvas wherever they spread. These pagodas, which evolved from the Indian stupa, or squat rounded temple housing Buddhist relics, sprang up throughout the Buddhist world and became sites for new pilgrimages. Local Buddhists hastened to India to obtain relics associated with Buddha and return them to the pagodas. Nevertheless, pagodas are not designed for congregational worship. Individual meditation or prayer is more likely to occur at an adjacent temple, a remote monastery, or at home.

Like Christianity and Islam, Buddhism is a universalizing faith. And like these other faiths, it has split into different sects based on interpretations of the original teachings of Buddha and after coming into contact with different cultural traditions. It is divided into six major denominations, which are not geographically based. World-wide, there are around 300 million Buddhists, but even this is probably an inaccurate number because Buddhists often include themselves in the counts for other religions and practice other faiths such as Shintoism and Confucianism simultaneously. Few Buddhists participate in any Buddhist governing institutions, and religious functions are performed by monks rather that the general public. 

The two major divisions of Buddhism are Therevada (or sometimes disparagingly called Hinayana, meaning "little vehicle") and Mahayana. Therevada Buddhism is the more traditional form characterized by the strict adherence to the major teachings of the Buddha. It exists in Southeast Asia or Burma, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia; it has also spread to the United States and Europe. It is a philosophy of everyday life and teaches followers to follow in the path of the Buddha, or renounce the world and become a monk or nun. It takes full concentration and effort, and is a full-time occupation.

Mahayana Buddhism is characterized by the addition of other teachings and practices to the stricter form of Buddhism. It thrives in China, Korea, Japan, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, Mongolia, Vietnam, and Sri Lanka. Most sects of Mahayana Buddhism add the doctrine of the Bodhisattva (other enlightened ones who have postponed Nirvana to help humankind). Mahayan Buddism is clearly a religion, similar to Hinduism. Many of these sects within Mahayana Buddhism include elaborate hierarchies of demons or add practices such as mantra, mudra, and mandala, which are often regarded as heretical by other Buddhists. 

Because it is less demanding, it has spread to more people. Mahayana emphasizes the compassion of the Buddha in trying to help others, not his early years of meditation and renunciation of the world and human contact, as do the Theravada Buddhists.

Tibetan Buddhism is an example of Mahayana Buddhism, although it may be classed as a third division of Buddhism. Lamaistic Buddhism began in the seventh century with the introduction of Buddhism and Vajrayana doctrine into Tibet. Lamaism, today found in Mongolia and the Himalayan region, emphasizes ceremony and ritual. Lamaism also engages in searching out a young child at the death of an important teacher. The child is believed to be the successor to the deceased teacher. The West knows Lamaistic Buddhism mostly through the efforts of the fourteenth Dalai Lama, exiled in 1959 after the Chinese invasion of Tibet. Recent exposure to the Dalai Lama and Tibetan Buddhism has acquainted Western society with just one of these branches. Buddhism has spread to California, Hawaii, and Europe, often with refugees but also because of conversion by local inhabitants. Today, much support for Buddhist activities comes from the United States and Europe with many influential members in the acting and intellectual communities.

The Japanese sects, such as Zen Buddhism, have become well known in the West. Zen seeks enlightenment through meditation and intuition. Zen, by far the most famous, practices extreme strictness and self-control. For Buddhists, meditation is critical to achieving Enlightenment, but Zen adherents will sit for hours and days meditating on one phrase. Zen is truly Japanese in culture and became paradoxically associated with the Japanese samurai tradition of Bushido. Other Japanese sects, further removed from their origins, stress still other teachings and values. Most Buddhists categorically deny that these types of sects are even Buddhist.

Although Buddhism was first widely introduced to the West in 1875, Westerners are not unfamiliar with Buddhism. Clearly Buddhist ideas spread to Egypt and Southwest Asia through trade and with merchants. During the formative years of Christianity, one Christianity heresy, Gnosticism showed Buddhist tenets and elements. And Buddhism (along with Hinduism) influenced the Transcendentalist literary movement associated with Thoreau and Emerson in the United States. Asian immigration to America also increased the development in the West. Many American citizens of Vietnamese, Japanese, and Chinese origin still practice Buddhism. Most schools of Buddhism are now united in the Buddhist Church of America, which provides some influence on American culture.
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The Geography of Confucianism
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Confucianism is a philosophical system of morals, ethics, correct behavior, and interlocking relationships. It is not a religion but often functions as an ethnic faith because of the impact it has on the way people live their lives. Confucianism was founded about 500 years before Christ by a young scholar named K'ung-tze; his Western name is “Confucius". The main ideas of Confucius are the cultivation of virtue and the development of moral perfection. Confucius taught that immorality resulted from ignorance and that knowledge leads to a virtuous lifestyle. Confucius stressed teaching by example and his recorded sayings are proverbs of virtuous men. Confucius also believed in being around positive people. He also stressed to his disciples the importance of self-critique because self-discipline was also a virtue. Above all, Confucius emphasized the importance of following traditions, fulfilling obligations, and treating others with sympathy and respect.

The six classics of Confucianism are the Shu King or Canon of History, the Shi King or Canon of Poetry, the I King or Canon of Changes, the Li Ki or Book of Rites, the Chun Chiu or Spring and Autumn Annals, and the Hsiao King or Book of Filial Piety. By tradition the Canon of Poetry, which is lost to history, was destroyed by the First Emperor of China. After Confucius died, his disciples compiled collections of his sayings and teachings known as The Analects of Confucius, the Ta Hsio or Great Learning, and the Chung Yung or Doctrine of the Steadfast Men. A compilation of the teachings of Mencius is known as the Sayings of Mencius. Confucian scholars memorized all these books. 

In Confucianism, symbols are hard to come by. The creation and use of images in worship only came to China with the advent of Buddhism. Even today, no images are used to represent Confucius, only a plaque on which is written his name. The symbol chosen to represent Confucianism is often the Chinese ideogram for water, which is seen as a source of life in Chinese philosophy. If there is any one symbol it is the righteous, educated gentlemen or scholar-official. And education is essential to the Confucian worldview.

Today, Confucianism is often found intermingled with Taoism. It is difficult to distinguish between what is Taoist and what is Confucian because they both have many of the same ideas about man, society, rulers, Heaven, and the universe. Confucianism deals with the practical and the earthly side, while Taoism deals with the emotional, esoteric and the heavenly. Both beliefs stem from traditional Chinese ideas that were not delegated to one religion. Confucius and Lao Tze, the founder of Taoism, were contemporaries of each other. It is recorded by both traditions that they had several dialogues. This is easily seen in the Shaolin, an order of monks and priests, upon which the television show Kung Fu was based and which developed the martial art of Kung Fu. Confucianism is totally compatible with Buddhism and as a philosophy, shares much in common with the social rules of Christianity and Judaism.

Confucius was born in 551 BCE in the province of Shantung, the youngest of eleven children. He was born into a noble family, but his family was stripped of its nobility by the time of his birth. His father died while Confucius was very young, so in his early years, he became a hired servant to support himself and his mother. He was briefly a librarian. In his spare time, he studied his favorite subjects. He became so learned, that by the time he was 21, he had some disciples and opened a school. Nevertheless, Confucius sought to gain a governmental position. In the meantime, he traveled from place to place with his disciples and taught his philosophies. He was always in danger of being killed on his missions, but he persevered until he was 80. In the last five years of his life, he went to the state of Lu, where he encouraged others to study and practice virtue and to follow his example. 

Confucius was humanistic in his approach and placed humankind, and not any deity, at the center of the universe. Society was organized from a superior order to an inferior order. All aspects of a person's life were based on that individual's Tao, and if one accepts one's nature, life would flow smoothly. Confucius recognized two types of Tao: community and private. An individual should focus on the first for the good of the community. The focus of Confucius was on a strong, yet benevolent government. Confucius believed that a strong and virtuous government was key to a strong, prosperous and happy society. Confucians taught the Five Basic Relationships. These place the Confucian follower at the center of a complex society. The first is ruler to subject; the second is father to son; the third is husband to wife; the fourth is elder to younger; and the last is friend to friend. Each pairing involves obligations on the part of both people; the relationship is reciprocal meaning both are obliged to do things for the other and prohibited from doing things, too. Each, except friend to friend, is hierarchical. 

Some of the most fundamental virtues of Confucianism were sincerity, benevolence, filial piety, and propriety. Sincerity meant more to Confucius than just a casual relationship. It was important to be trustworthy and honest in speech, and to be committed to promises made. To Confucius, to be sincere meant that one's conduct was founded in virtue, and sought to reserve the rules of right conduct in his heart and outward actions. It was just as important to be virtuous whether alone or in public. Benevolence, holding regard for the well-being of others, and helping those in need were fundamental to Confucius. They were considered characteristic of the virtuous man. Confucius was quoted as saying, "What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others." 

Filial piety is the third fundamental principle in Confucianism. Confucius said that, "Filial piety is the root of all virtue. Of all the actions of man, there are none greater than those of filial piety." At the time of Confucius, filial piety meant for the son to love and revere his parents, aid them in comfort, bring them happiness, keep the family name honored, and to be a success in life. There was, to some degree, a negative consequence to filial piety. This was the obligation of sons to live after marriage under the same roof with the father and to give him childlike obedience as long as he lived. Also, the will of the parent was superior to the extent that if the son's wife failed to make the parents happy, he was under an obligation to divorce her regardless of how he felt. Neither did sons disagree with their father. If they did, the father was to beat the son until blood is shed and the son was not to show any resistance. Filial piety was also a principle shared with Buddhism and Taoism. 

The fourth fundamental principle was propriety. This encompasses the whole spectrum of human conduct. The superior man was the one who does the right thing at the right time. To neglect or deviate from propriety was the same as an act of immorality. 

Confucianism never took root in Confucius' lifetime. The wise words of Confucius were preserved in the Confucian Analects, which his disciples codified after his death. The most famous disciple was Mencius, who is often considered the "Second Most Sacred Teacher". Mencius added the view that subjects can revolt when rulers or superiors are flawed and evil. He applies the notion that the Heavens’ permission to rule (called the Mandate of Heaven) is removed from an unjust dynasty. This would allow the people to revolt. Under the Han and Tang Dynasties, the two dynasties that ruled China from around 220 BCE to 900 CE, Confucianism became the state philosophy and was supported by all emperors.

Confucianism had a profound impact on Chinese society. It was governmental policy to adopt Confucian principles in order to better oneself in society. Strict examination systems to pick qualified civil servants were implemented that required applicants to study the Confucian classics for numerous years prior to taking the exams. Most people did not successfully complete the exams. It was not uncommon for a father and a son to be competing at the same time. Society saw education as social mobility and education is at the center of Confucian morality and ethics. Unfortunately, while the exams were open to Chinese males of any class, only the rich and noble classes could afford the time and money to buy tutors and properly prepare for the demanding tests. Consequently, the poor and the lower classes often had little chance of advancement. And the system too often stressed poetry, correct behavior, and recitation of past learning at the expense of new ideas, progress, science, and technology. Nevertheless, the system did prevent the landed nobility from controlling China; instead, an education meritocracy arose and persisted despite the rise and fall of dynasties, wars, and invasions. Confucianism also affects crime and punishments. Confucians believe most crimes can be avoided if laws are few, rational, and known. Admonishments take the form of re-education and first the family and then the community are responsible for making the individual conform. And when this fails, punishment is often handed out to the whole community and family.

Not all Chinese dynasties were fond of the Confucian system. Chin Shih Huang-di, who was the first emperor of China, opposed Confucianism because he believed that Confucianism supported the old feudal regime. The First Emperor believed people were naturally evil and lazy, and needed rewards and punishments to do what was correct, unlike Confucius, who argued people generally preferred the good. The emperor ordered all of the books on Confucianism burned. Scholars supporting Confucianism were silenced and their ideas controlled by the state censor. If all else failed, the opponents were killed. The emperor practiced a philosophy called Legalism, which, while unpopular in China, is frequently the Chinese ruler’s method of maintaining control when all else fails or during times of crisis.

Neo-Confucianism or modern Confucianism took root during the late Tang and Song Dynasties. It synthesized Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism. It stated that the material and mystical worlds were governed by yin and yang, a force emphasizing the harmony of mutually coexisting opposites. People become a link between the various worlds and by self-examination; one can achieve a connection with the supreme ultimate. 

In present day, the status of Confucianism has changed considerably. Since the Communist victory in 1949 and after mainland China was declared an atheist state by Communist officials, it and all religions and philosophies were prohibited by law from being taught in the public education system, which was one of the key factors in the transmission of Confucianism. Consequently, its political and religious functions and value have declined in the Twentieth Century. Also, commercialism and social revolutions in China have provided severe blows to Confucianism. Younger Chinese see Confucianism as an ancient custom and seem to display more indifference than knowledge towards it. As a result, with the exception of a small circle of scholars, Confucianism is considered unimportant and rarely plays an active role in mainland Chinese society. Because of these things, some may say that Confucianism has died out. This is not so because the main points of Confucianism have been instilled in the values and ideas which have essentially become a part of the way of life for many Chinese people. And since the 1990s and the revival of older Chinese traditions in China, Confucianism is having a significant rebirth.

Today, the primary followers of Confucianism are found in China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. Confucianism as practiced there is usually combined with Buddhism and Taoism and is often practiced in conjunction with ancestor worship. The largest population of non-Chinese Confucian followers is found in Korea. Nevertheless, every country influenced or dominated by China throughout its history has Confucianism as part of their culture. This includes Japan, the Koreas, and Vietnam. And wherever Chinese immigrants have settled such as the United States, Thailand, and Singapore, Confucianism has followed. This includes Singapore, Hawaii, and many cities in the United States and Canada.

Confucianism had a profound and lasting effect upon the landscape through its meticulous attention to order, balance, and nature. At its essence, Confucianism argues that country-life and agriculture are more important than the town or city, which represents distractions. Trade and commerce are considered suspect because they divert the people from the path of harmony and balance. But, this has never prevented China from being one of the richest commercial states in the world or from altering the landscape to suit the needs of the state.

Through Confucian philosophy, a large governmental bureaucracy was formed, designed to work harmoniously in order to serve the hierarchy mandated by heaven. Such belief in an ordained order of society was reflected in the organization of buildings and public works, as well as social structures. An example of this is found in the architecture of the Altar of Heaven in Beijing. The altar, used by the emperors to invoke the favor of Heaven, was surrounded by several elevated concentric rings and bordered by an outer courtyard. Nine steps separate each level, representing the nine levels of heaven. At the highest point, the emperor would offer sacrifice each year to ensure continued prosperity for the nation. Homes always look within onto a courtyard; this reflects the importance of family and the group. Groups of houses are organized into blocks and blocks into districts. Official buildings always are in the north, which is the auspicious direction, and geographically aligned with the four cardinal directions of the compass. Older towns are laid out in grids and at right angles. China is called the Middle Kingdom because it is at the center of the civilized world surrounded by nations, either totally Confucianized and subservient to China, or semi-civilized. The outermost ring is composed of barbarians.
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Roman Catholicism is the largest Christian sect with over one billion, two hundred million adherents amongst all races and cultures distributed all over the world. It is characterized by a highly developed doctrinal and organizational structure. 

There are two central ideas to Roman Catholicism: the Church as a teaching authority and as a sacramental agent. The Church as a teaching authority means that the Church is the ultimate interpreting agent of the Bible, in the same way the US Supreme Court is of the U.S. Constitution. To accomplish this, the Church has a pope, who speaks officially as the leader of Christianity on matters of faith and morals. When speaking officially, the pope is considered infallible or unable to religiously make a mistake. The Church as a sacramental agent means that the church institutes sacraments for its adherents so that they can live spiritually. Consequently, the Church’s influence and the centrality of its role in life are more pronounced for Catholics than for most other religion except perhaps Islam. 

Roman Catholics recognize the New Testament and the Old Testament, but feel that the New Testament is more important than the Old Testament. In addition to these scriptures, the Church recognizes more books as part of the Bible than do the Protestants. The books are known by Protestants as the Apocrypha and to the Church as the Deuterocanonicals. Furthermore, tradition, canon law, and the infallible authority of the Pope are regarded as sources of divine truth. 

The Church believes that seven sacraments are needed to help Catholics live the kind of life Jesus would have wanted and these sacraments spiritually parallel the great moments and needs of human life. The Church sees Christ as having explicitly joined the sacramental agency of the Church to its teaching authority in his closing commission to his disciples. 

These sacraments include:

1. Baptism: As birth brings a child into the natural world, baptism draws the infant into the supernatural order of existence by planting God's first special grace in its soul. Baptism also washes away the original sin a person is born with due to Adam's fall from grace in the Garden of Eden.

2. Penance: If one errs, or sins, penance is needed as a step to take so that one may be restored to the human community and divine fellowship. The Church teaches that if one confesses one's sins to God, which should be in the presence of one of God's delegates, a priest, and truly repents for the sins committed, the sins are forgiven. 

3. Holy Communion: Also called Holy Eucharist, the Mass, and the Lord's Supper, it is seen as the central sacrament of the seven. In Catholicism, the Mass is viewed as a reenactment of Christ's Last Supper with his disciples, not as a commemoration of the supper as viewed in Protestantism. The Church teaches that the consecrated bread and wine become Christ's human body and blood, and are actually present during the service even though no actual physical change takes place in the bread and wine. Rather, they are transubstantiated into the actual body and the actual blood of Christ. 

4. Confirmation: When a child reaches the age of reason (between 12 and 14), the child is strengthened for mature reflection and responsible action as a soldier of God through an act of consecration. At the time of confirmation, the child takes on the name of a saint of his or her own choosing.  

5. Marriage: Sanctified marriage is the joining of two adults with the grace of God for lifelong companionship and procreation. The Church opposes divorce and condemns both abortion and homosexuality because they believe marriage is a sacrament of God.

6. Holy Orders: One receives this sacrament when one decides to dedicate his or her life entirely to God. When a man undergoes this sacrament, he may become either a priest or a monk. He is considered married to the Church and is bound by the same laws as a married person. A Roman Catholic priest is not allowed to marry in the conventional sense and is bound by a vow of celibacy. A monk is bound to live by the laws of the particular order or community in which he is a member, and may or may not be a priest. When a woman undergoes this sacrament, she becomes a nun in the Church and is also a bride of Christ. She is also prevented from conventional marriage and is also bound by a vow of celibacy. Because of this celibacy, a nun or sister during the Middle Ages frequently received the legal status of a male, with all the power and rites that entailed. And within the Church, female clergy have powers and influence no other religion or philosophy except Buddhism tolerates. And because the Church insists on an educated clergy, often throughout European and world history, many of the leading scholars have been clergy. Today Catholic universities the world over, originally instituted to train Catholic clergy and laymen, provide superior educations.

7. Last Rites: Last rites are also called Extreme Unction and Sacrament of the Sick. This sacrament, at the ending of one's life, closes the earthly eyes of the person and prepares the soul for its last passage to the afterlife.  

In addition to the holy days celebrated by most Christians, Roman Catholics observe a number of other holy days and saints days. These might include special masses, fasts, or feasts. The more significant of these are All Saints Day, Annunciation, Ascension Day, Epiphany, Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Good Friday, Maundy Thursday, Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and Palm Sunday. And local Catholic Churches emphasize recognize certain national patron saints and martyrs’ days as Holy Days. The Irish’ St. Patrick’s Day on March 17 is but one famous example. 

Catholicism's history began when adherents of Judaism accepted Jesus Christ as not just a prophet, but as the Son of God and the Savior of the world. Roman Catholics believe theirs is the form of Christianity founded by Christ and his commissioning of the Apostle Peter "as the rock on which the church is to be built." Catholicism, which means universal, received the adjective "Roman" due to the Church's adoption of the organizational grid of the Roman Empire and its use of Latin as a religious language. Until 1964, Latin remained the liturgical language of all Catholics the world over. The adjective was also used because of the tradition that Peter founded the Church in Rome and because both Peter and Paul were reportedly martyred and buried there. Moreover, much of the hierarchy of the Church is based on Roman social structure and political organization. While the Catholic clergy is similar to Roman judges, Roman Catholics emphasize the role of the father as head of the family and the importance of family. Women are critical to the family, but have few rights outside of the family. All of these are Roman cultural traditions.

During the first five centuries, the Church in Rome gradually assumed preeminence among the churches of the western Mediterranean region. It came to be regarded as a kind of final court of appeal as well as a focus of unity for the worldwide communion of churches. After the conversion of the Roman emperor Constantine I, in the year 312, a new era for the Church began. In 314, the Edict of Milan recognized Roman Catholicism as a legal religion and by the end of the 4th century; Roman Catholicism was made the official religion of the Empire. The clergy received privileged status in the Empire. Constantine's conversion also provided the Church with extraordinary opportunities for proclaiming the gospel to all nations, usually through missionary work. Some, however, saw this as dangerous because Christian commitment would no longer be tested by persecution, as it was before the emperor’s conversion. Following this, a monastic movement developed in which monks became directly involved in the missionary expansion of the Church in Ireland, Scotland, Gaul, and England between the fifth and seventh centuries. 

In the fourth and fifth centuries, there was a controversy over the relationship between the one God, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It led to the first major schism in Christianity. The Council of Chalcedon in 451 CE “ended” the controversy by stating that "Jesus is at once divine and human. The divine and the human are united in one person, without confusion or change, without division or separation.” This separated the Catholic Latin and Greek traditions from the Monophysite Christian traditions in Egypt, Southwest Asia, and the Caucasus regions. Both Latin and Greek Catholic traditions mercilessly persecuted the Monophysites, who eventually sought protection from the Muslisms.

When the western provinces of the Roman Empire fell in 476 CE, Germanic tribes settled the area; of the old Roman institutions, only the Pope and remained effective forces for order and civilization. In the ensuing centuries, the clergy Christianized the Germanic invaders and cemented ties between a distinctly Roman form of Christianity and western European culture. Eventually, monks and missionaries converted Scandinavians, Magyars, and many of the Western and Southern Slavs to Latin Christianity. During the same period, the Church established and ran most educational establishments and provided the only social welfare such as orphanages, hospitals, and poor relief. And for ambitious men and women, who were not nobles, the Church provided the only avenue for social advancement. In an age when few could read and write, and in an era where intellectual pursuits were considered suspect by the aristocracy, the clergy generally were the only literate people. Consequently, they became official court scribes. Millions of Europeans sought out the Church, which was enriched by their talents and gifts of land and money.

A major tenet of Catholicism, in fact of all Christian sects, is the belief that God gave an unfinished earth to the humans to finish perfecting. Consequently, humans are expected to subdue and develop the land. This meant clearing forests, planting fields, and improving the land. During the Middle Ages and throughout its history, Catholic establishments especially monasteries took this belief literally and began a process of settling in the wilderness and making the land productive. When Catholics spread to the New World, they established missions, which were as much economic as religious. These missions administered great tracts of land called reunions in Latin America. In the Philippines, the vast monastic estates were legendary. And without question, these missions helped many Indians and locals and protected them from more unscrupulous Europeans. And, of course, they usually converted the locals to Roman Catholicism.

A turning point in the Church's history came in 1054, in an event known as the Great Schism. This schism occurred as the eastern and western branches of the church separated. The unity between the East and the West came apart when the Pope excommunicated the Patriarch of Constantinople, Michael Cerularios, for refusing to follow the primacy of Rome in a dispute between the Byzantine (Greek) emperor and the Pope. In the lands of the Greek or Orthodox rites, the church had always remained largely subservient to the state. After the Fourth Crusade occurred and Roman Catholics sacked the city of Constantinople, the division became permanent. But the differences were more extensive than politics. One key division is the controversy of the filioque, or the relationship of the Father and Son to the Holy Spirit. The Western Christians see the three as co-equal and one from time eternal, whereas the Eastern Catholics view God the Father and God the Son as superior to and creator of the Holy Spirit. Additionally, the Roman Catholic or Latin clergy was generally organized and administered by the Pope in Rome. Eastern or Greek clergy had considerable cultural and territorial autonomy; in fact, many Greek churches, although autonomous from Constantinople, were actually subservient to local political authorities, a condition the Latin clergy rarely tolerated. Their liturgies were administered in the vernacular and their local priests could marry

One consequence of the Schism has been that even though most Catholics subscribe to the Latin rites, there are groups of Christians, who recognize the primacy of the Pope and Papal authority but who are not Latin in origin. These other groups have different liturgies, languages, ethnicities, and rules. Called Uniates because of their eventual reunion with Rome in the 15th century, these groups include the Syrian, Russian, White Russian, Romanian Churches, and Orthodox churches such as the Ruthenian, Ukrainian, Melkite, Maronite, Chaldean, and Armenian dioceses. All of these churches are distinguished from native Orthodox churches usually only by the fact that they acknowledge the primacy of the Pope. 

During the Middle Ages in Europe, the Church was often more powerful than most princes and kings. In most states, the clergy controlled ten percent of the land. In some countries such as Italy, Germany and the western Baltic, whole countries and nations belonged to the Church. And the popes, backed by monastic military orders and wealth, were not afraid to use their religious powers for political gain. But with the advent of the modern age, changes occurred. The Black Death struck unusually hard at the clergy, who ministered to the sick and dying, when few would, and who often lived in cities, the hardest areas struck by the plague. In the years 1378-1417, the Western Schism took place, making three different men claimants to the papal throne. This schism saw duplicate Catholic churches involved in local politics and bitter feuds not remotely based on religion. During the 16th century, a general call for reform swept through the Christian West as Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli attacked the corruption and lack of spirituality in the Church. After the Reformation, which led to the formation of Protestantism, the Church underwent reform with a program of internal renewal during the Counter-Reformation under the Council of Trent from 1545-1563. The Council of Trent did little to heal the rifts between the Church and growing Protestant movement as it condemned most of the Protestant issues of dissent. The reforms lost momentum when in the aftermath of the wars of religion, Europe went into a religious decline. 

In the century following the 1st Vatican Council (1869-70), the last papal lands were lost. The Church's tardiness in committing itself to the cause of social justice in industrial relations led large segments of the working class in Europe to turn away from the Roman Catholic Church and join socialist parties or unions. This led to anticlerical regimes to succeed in reducing the political power and freedom of the Church. From the 2nd Vatican Council (1962-65) onward, the Church has attempted to update its message and soften its opposition to the modern world. The current pope, John Paul II, the first non-Italian pope in 450 years, is considered the greatest Christian reformer and advocate of social justice in nearly 500 years. He and the previous three popes have made the Roman Catholic Church an incredibly influential advocate of the poor, the sick, the homeless, and the dying.

Geographically, Roman Catholics are found concentrated in several areas of world: Poland, Lithuania, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Italy, Switzerland, France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain, Portugal, and Ireland in Europe;  Latin America and certain areas of Asia such as the Philippines. Catholics form sizeable minorities or slight majorities in Germany, the Netherlands, Bosnia, and many countries of the Pacific and Africa. Roman Catholicism is the largest Christian sect in the United States and Canada. One in four Americans and one in three Canadians are Catholic. It is one of the fastest growing religious groups in the United States. More than ninety percent of all Latin Americans are Roman Catholic. There are more Roman Catholic countries in the world than any other group, even the Muslims. In the United Nations, these countries often vote together on issues, as occurred a few years ago when the Catholic countries of the world opposed a UN Commission on Population, which included birth control, abortion, and women’s’ issues. The Church and their nations felt it struck at the heart of Catholicism and boycotted the meeting. So, too, did the Muslim nations and the United States. The Roman Catholic Church is the only religion to have an officially recognized state, Vatican City, and accredit ambassadors to other nations. 

The Church is the hierarchically defined religion in the world. It is systematically organized around territories. The Church is divided into the Western, or Roman Church and the Patriarchal Synods of the Eastern Church. Internally, the Church is divided into archdioceses and then dioceses, which are in turn divided into the parishes based around local churches. Archbishops oversee large concentrations of Catholics. Generally one cardinal or prince-bishop represents ten million Catholics. These cardinals elect the pope.

The Christian landscape, especially the Catholic variant, is dominated by sacred space. At the center of life is the church. The more important the town or city or province, the larger the church. And all parishes must have churches. In overwhelming Catholic countries, the parish church may be only a few blocks wide and churches may lie almost on top of one another. Traditionally, the church is on the highest ground in the center of town and its life. For centuries, it was always the most important structure in town. The church itself is a living monument to teach the faithful. The first churches were basilicas, or old Roman halls of justice. The raised altar in the center or front always reminded Catholics of the important of priests in the community and symbolized Calvary Hill, where Christ was crucified. The glory of the church reflected the beauty of God and the wealth of the community with which it was associated. And because Catholics founded towns, often they used religiously significant names. 

Additionally, many Roman Catholics attach sacredness to nations. In Ireland, Roman Catholics demand the reunification of Northern Ireland with the Catholic south. It does not matter that the northern provinces are predominantly Protestant nor does it bother Irish Catholics that the lands have not been Catholic for nearly 500 years. This same nationalistic attachment to land is part of the cause for conflicts in Bosnia, where Catholic Croats claim lands inhabited by Orthodox Serbs or Muslim Bosnians. This conflict is clearly one of religion because the Serbs, Croats, and Bosnians are all the same people – they are Slavs and speak the same language. But the chief and only cultural difference is their adherence to different faiths. This association of religion and nationalism is not new; it arose in France during the Hundred Years War when Joan of Arc, claiming a calling from God, arose, rallied Frenchmen to a seemingly losing cause, and expelled the English from France. Today, this military heroine is St. Joan of Arc, the Patron Saint of France. 

Originally, Christianity was confined to the Holy Land and Jewish settlements, where it would probably have died out had it remained. It was too ethnic or Jewish in origin and it was not until the Apostles such as Thomas and James, but especially Paul, spread the teachings of Christ across the Mediterranean basin. They were facilitated by the excellent Roman road system and effective police forces, which made travel easy. Additionally, Paul preached in Latin and Greek and adapted his teachings so non-Jews could understand. For the first five centuries, persecutions created martyrs and new Christians, especially from amongst the poor, women, and downtrodden. Eventually missionaries spread the faith. 

It was not until the second Christian millenium that Roman Catholicism developed its militant phase where Western Christianity was spread at the point of the sword. Crusades into Spain, Southern France, the eastern Baltic, Africa, and Southwest Asia converted millions. But the most successful crusade was the Iberian – Spanish and Portuguese – conquest and conversion of the Americas, and parts of Africa and Asia. These last few centuries, since the Church lost its temporal power when it lost its land holdings, the Church has reverted to spreading the faith through missionaries and social services, which have earned it many converts in India, Asia, and Africa. And as Catholic Europeans migrated, especially to the English speaking world, they carried their religion with them.

The Church still has a large number of missions scattered throughout the world, which are most often run by one of the holy orders. In fact, the Church runs more schools, hospitals, and orphanages than most countries of the world and all states of the union. The location of monasteries and their distribution were important in the pilgrimage routes, land use, and economics of the Middle Ages. Often becoming central repositories of learning, monasteries were very important in the development of Europe, and the preservation and spread of learning. Around these monasteries and bishops’ churches called cathedrals, the great cities of Europe and the world often arose. 
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The Geography of Orthodox christianity
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Orthodox Christianity arose as part of the general Christianity observed throughout the Roman Empire. From the beginning, it co-existed with the Roman Catholic tradition, the main difference being its use of Greek instead of Latin for worship. Gradually, the Church of Rome began to assume preeminence over the rest of Christianity, but not necessarily with the acknowledgment or cooperation of the eastern churches. 
Eventually, doctrine differences coupled with questions of papal authority led to the "Great Schism" of 1054, when Rome excommunicated the Patriarch of Constantinople, Michael Cerularios. Thus, the question of when Orthodox Christianity was founded depends on who one asks. An Orthodox Christian will tell you 33 AD, but a Roman Catholic will say 1054 AD. 

Many of the Orthodox churches consider themselves "Catholic" and some will have the word in their official titles. In Greek, the word “catholic” means universal. The Eastern Orthodox Church was the "One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church" of the Byzantine Empire. The Christians that follow the Eastern Orthodox religion follow the doctrine defined by the first seven ecumenical councils. They recognize Christ as the head of the Church, and their doctrines are founded on the Holy Scriptures, holy tradition, and the decisions of the ecumenical councils. Others prefer the term orthodox because Eastern Rite Christians feel they more closely represent Christ’s intended church on earth.

Although Orthodox Christianity has a heavy ethnic component, it is a universalizing faith encompassing people of all races and nationalities. After Roman Catholicism, it is the largest Christian tradition in the world, and one of the fastest growing Christian groups in the world. This is true in the United States and some nations of Africa. The Church is also known as "Eastern Orthodoxy" because the most Orthodox are from the eastern regions of Europe and Asia, as in Russia, Greece, the Balkans, and the Coptics of Egypt. However, there are little known Orthodox Churches is such diverse places as Alaska, China, and Uganda. Although they often vary in language, liturgy, and ethnic character, each Orthodox Church is relatively similar to the others.

Orthodox doctrine agrees with that of most of the other high liturgy churches as Roman Catholicism and the Anglican Church. In fact it is often hard to see how they differ. The major cause of the Great Schism was the addition of the “filoque” to the Nicene Creed by the Roman Church. The Nicene Creed stated that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father alone, whereas the filoque teaches that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both the Father and the Son. To Western Christians, this has resulted in a stronger notion of the Trinity of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit as co-equal and co-eternal, whereas the Orthodox fell God the Father and the Son existed before the Spirit and created it.

Another issue of contention with the Roman Church is the authority of the Pope over

all of Christendom, with which the Orthodox could not agree. Orthodox have always felt that while the Pope was the single most important leader of the Church, first among equals so as to speak, he alone could not speak for the Church. God spoke through the general Church councils and synods and his Holy Spirit guided the Church councils, not the Pope. Consequently, whereas the Roman Catholics feel the Pope is infallible, the Orthodox feel the Councils will not err religiously. Another distinct trait of Orthodoxy is the veneration of icons, with which many western Christians cannot agree. While Roman Catholics also venerate icons, at the time of the Great Schism in 1054, many Orthodox Christians opposed the use of icons in worship. Today they accept them. Other differences between Orthodox and Catholics include the Orthodox tradition of married priests, which Roman Catholics discontinued around 1000, and the use of the local or vernacular language in worship, which until 1964, Roman Catholics did not allow. 

Orthodox Christians recognize the New Testament and the Old Testament. In addition to these scriptures, the Church recognizes several other books as canon, not recognized by Protestants and Catholics. These books are known by Protestants as the Apocrypha, and to the Church as the Deuterocanonicals. The Orthodox also use four more books of the Bible than do Roman Catholics. Furthermore, Church tradition as revealed to the people through the councils is regarded as additional sources of divine truth. 

Orthodox divisions are not to be found along doctrinal lines, as is so often found in the Protestant churches. Rather, they are to be found in national, ethnic, and linguistic characteristics. Relations between the various churches are usually harmonious. However, there was a schism within the Orthodox Church between the Chalcedonian churches such as the Russian and Greek Orthodox, and the Non-Chalcedonian, known as the Oriental

Orthodox churches. The split came about because the Council of Chalcedon stated that Christ must be confessed as having two natures, united as one. He is both man and God. 

Orthodox churches accept this duality, while Monophysites do not.

These non-Chalcedonian Churches are often called Monophysite because they believe Christ has one nature, either divine or human. While the theology is very complicated, Christ is not both. But the majority of Oriental Orthodox churches closely followed the teachings of Saint Cyril of Alexandria, who did not distinguish between the two natures of Christ. Monophysites formed the majority of the population in Egypt, Ethiopia, and the eastern provinces of the Byzantine Empire at the time of the Arab conquest. They were persecuted and considered heretics. When the Muslims arrived, not only did most Monophysites seek protection under the Muslims, but many also eventually converted to Islam. Nevertheless, Monophysite Christian missionaries and merchants successfully carried their message of Christianity and converted millions of Ethiopians, Indians, Chinese, and Central Asians between the 7th and 13 the centuries CE. By tradition they nearly converted the Mongols, who protected the Nestorian Christian Monophysites.

Because Orthodox Christianity arose in areas with strong political leaders, it did not develop the independence of the Roman Catholic Church. In fact, the church was often considered a department or a bureau under the political influence of the emperors or tsars. Consequently, the Orthodox did not develop the exclusive monopolies over social welfare or educational institutions, which occurred in medieval Western Europe. Moreover, the clergy did not possess a monopoly on intellectual resources because the state and private enterprises maintained schools for the wealthy and talented. Only in areas where political authority collapsed through invasion or conquest, such as in Russia following the Mongol invasion or in Ethiopia, which was cut off from the Christian world by Muslim control of Egypt, did the Orthodox churches ever develop the level of power Roman Catholic clergy possessed. And unlike the Roman Catholics and after their wars with the Monophysites, the Orthodox rarely launched crusades against non-Christians (Jews are a major exception). In fact, the spread of Orthodoxy around the world was more often as not accomplished by missionaries, merchants, and movement of the already Orthodox to new lands to settle.

The Eastern Orthodox Church today comprises various jurisdictions. There are fifteen Orthodox Patriarchates, four of which are the ancient Patriarchates in the great ancient Roman cities of Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem. The heads of these churches are called patriarchs. Other self-governing churches include Russia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Poland, Albania, Georgia, Armenia, Ukraine, and North America. The heads of these branches are alternatively called patriarchs, catholicos, or metropolitans. The major difference between these churches remains largely the language in which they worship. 

Orthodox Christians celebrate the same holidays that most other Christians celebrate, but they use a different calendar. Thus, the Orthodox celebrations of Easter and Christmas are usually on different days than those of western Christians. Different saints may be honored on differing days than those observed in the West. Orthodox worship consists of the Divine Liturgy, Divine Office, and Occasional Offices. The Divine Liturgy is the celebration of the Eucharist, which is the remembrance of Christ and His victories. The Divine Office consists of prayers and readings called matins and vespers. Occasional Offices are services for baptism, marriage, and funerals. All of these services are sung or chanted in the language of the congregation. The Sacraments of the Orthodox Church are basically similar to the Roman Catholic Sacraments, but they do vary at times. For example, confession is less common and the liturgy is usually not celebrated daily. And Orthodox priests may be married. An interesting consequence of the use of Greek as its first language has been that Orthodox churches often adopted Greek cultural traditions, one of which affords the woman, wife or nun less influence than Roman and Latin culture allowed the woman in its culture, religion, or life.

Although there is cooperation between the eastern churches, the fact is that each of them is an independently functioning organization with their own Patriarchal heads, and their own often-overlapping geographical divisions. They are then divided into archdioceses and dioceses, which are in turn divided into the parishes of the local churches. America, for example, has overlapping archdioceses of both the Greek and Russian Orthodox Churches, as well as possessing its own autonomous American Orthodox Church. The Orthodox Churches also have monasteries and missions. When Russia first explored Alaska, the Russian Orthodox Church sent missionaries to evangelize the native people and minister to the settlers. As a result, there are small Orthodox churches scattered throughout Alaska and the Pacific Northwest today. Years of missionary work resulted in growing numbers of Orthodox in such places as Uganda and India. Even China and Japan have had their own Orthodox adherents. Generally, however, Eastern Europe especially the Balkans, Russia, the Caucasus Mountains, and Ethiopia are the geographic homes of Orthodoxy. The last two are actually Monophysite in liturgy and dogma.

From its geographic center in Constantinople, Orthodox missionaries converted the Slavs and Balkan peoples to Christianity. Their major reasons for success were the advantages offered for trade and culture by association with Christian Byzantium, and because the magnificence of the Church liturgy and its buildings seemed to represent a beautiful, transcendent God. Additionally, conversion to Eastern rite Christianity placed the Church hierarchy under the political control of the state, unlike in Western Europe where the clergy answered to the popes and not the kings. And unlike Rome, the missionaries preached in the vernacular of the peoples to whom they ministered and converted the Bible into many different languages. Clearly these are the reasons the Rus princes of Kiev converted to Orthodoxy. After the decline and collapse of the Byzantine Empire, Greek Orthodoxy lost its leading role to the Russian branch. While the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, the Turkish name for Constantinople, is still Greek and the recognized spokesman for Orthodox Christianity, it is the Russian Patriarch of Moscow who has the largest flock. As Russians pushed east into Siberia and Asia, the Church followed. And until the 1917 Russian Revolution, it was Russia who spoke most often for and protected Orthodox interests in the world. In fact, Russia came to see itself as the Third Rome after Rome and Constantinople, and saw itself as destined to save the world. This missionary zeal of the tsars easily explains the drive of the Communists, who although outspokenly atheist, clearly viewed themselves similarly.

Traditionally, few historians associate Orthodoxy and divine or sacred space. But the attachment of the Orthodox to their sacred places or land is real and has a long history. For more than a 1,000 years, and more so than the Roman Catholics, the Orthodox peoples have defended their states against Muslims since the times of the Byzantine Empire. And in recent years, these conflicts have become evident. In Serbia, a bankrupt Communism easily co-opted Orthodoxy as a replacement to fuel their nationalism. Serbs claim all lands once inhabited by the Orthodox as their sacred inheritance. This creates problems because the Orthodox once ruled the Balkans; today, Muslims inhabit lands once Orthodox. This has led to Serb conflicts with Catholic Croats, and Muslim Bosnians and Albanians. The Orthodox Russians have long had a religious component to their nationalism, desiring as long ago as the 15th century to rid their lands of the heathen Mongols, “heretic” Catholics, and infidel Muslims. Today, Russian nationalists bitterly fight Muslims for control of Chechnya and once-Russian lands in the Caucasus. So, too, do Orthodox Greek Cypriotes who battle Turkish Muslims for control of Cyprus, while Orthodox Armenians have drive Muslim Azeris from territory they claim because of past religious associations with the land. And most Greeks still refuse to call Istanbul by any name other than Constantinople; in fact, the Ecumenical Patriarch still resides in the city although he administers a flock of only 50,000 Orthodox in a city of more than three million Muslim Turks. And the Orthodox still dispute the “ownership” of Jerusalem with the Catholics, although neither has owned it for more than 900 years!

The Middle East especially Egypt has a large Orthodox minority. Around the world, today, Orthodox beliefs went with Eastern European immigrants. Consequently, the United States, Canada and Australia have large Orthodox populations. In the United States, Orthodox, which can be loosely said to combine Roman Catholic liturgy with Protestant political church structure, is receiving many converts from both the Catholics and Protestants. The Church is also beginning to have an important voice in Africa, where many non-Ethiopian, non-Egyptians have converted, especially in Uganda.
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The Geography of Islam

Islam is one of the three great monotheistic faiths, which has had an impact upon the world and history that is immeasurable. It was Islam, which preserved many of the great texts of Greek knowledge from which the West would later learn. Islam produced great scientists and philosophers. Islamic mathematicians developed the numbering system we use today including algebra. Muslim explorers and traders traveled the world, bringing their faith with them, as their exchanged the goods and ideas. 

Islam is a universalizing religion and is made up of a large portion of ethnic groups and nations found in the East Hemisphere. Although the Arabs make up a large portion of believers and were the first believers, they no longer constitute a majority of believers. The Muslim world extends from Morocco on the Atlantic Ocean eastward to China in Asia; in fact, it generally lies between 15 degrees and 45 degrees north latitude; the only fully Muslim land which straddles the Equator is Indonesia. Southwest Asia up to the Caucasus Mountains is largely Muslim. From Central Asia in the North it reaches southward through India and has spread to numerous islands of the Indian Ocean at its neighboring seas, such as Indonesia, the Philippines, Maldives, and Comorros. In Africa it extends across the Sahara to the West African steppe and Sahel (it stops at the forest regions) and down along the East African coast. Within Europe Muslim countries include Bosnia and Albania, while Bulgaria, Macedonia, and Serbia (Kosovo) have large Muslim populations.

The single most important teaching of Islam is the confession of faith known as the shahada: There is no God but Allah, and Mohammed is his prophet. These are the first words spoken into the ears of a newly born child, and the last uttered at death. Allah is the creator of the universe and is just and merciful. Allah revealed his word to sinful man to guide him back to a life of sinlessness and an eternity in Paradise. God subsequently gave the earth to mankind in order to finish the task of creation. And this has meant the transformation and development of the land and wilderness. Failure to use the land properly is a sin and Satan leads men to sin. If men do not repent, they will spend eternity burning in the flames of Hell. Other important teachings include the Five Pillars of Islam and obedience to the laws of Islam (the Shari'a). 

Islam is an Arabic verb meaning to submit and a Muslim is one who submits. Islam is the religion of submission to God. Islam does not agree with concept of a chosen people found in Judaism nor with the Christian abandonment of strict monotheism in the doctrine of the trinity. For Islam, God is one and He alone is worthy of worship. The basics of Islam may be summed up in the Five Pillars: 

1. The daily confession that there is one God and Mohammed is His prophet

2. The conduct of prayer five times daily, facing Mecca

3. The month-long fast of Ramadan

4. Zakat or giving alms to the poor (ideally ¼  of the Muslim's income)

5. Making the hajj or the pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a Muslim’s life

The Koran is the major scripture holy to all Muslims. It is the collection of revelations given by the angel Gabriel to the prophet Mohammed, which is the final authoritative revelation given by God to the world. The "Old" and "New" Testaments of the Jews and Christians are considered to have been corrupted at some time in the past. For instance, in that Christians believe Jesus to be the Son of God and worship him (whom Muslims believe is a man and prophet), Muslims feel Christians have perverted the word of God. Owing to the beauty of the Arabic prose in which it is written, Muslims believe that it is impossible to translate the Koran to another language. The only thing that can be done is the translation of the meaning of the Koran. Thus, Muslims are encouraged to learn to read Arabic. Also important is a collection of traditions about the Prophet known as the Hadith. Sufi mystics use other collections of traditions. While there are other collections of books and teaching about Islam, which are respected, only the Koran is considered the inspired word of God. Additionally, because the Muslims have the first Korans, there is little conflict over original meaning, unlike the Christians and Jews, who do not have their original holy books.

The Islamic year starts with the Day of Hijra, where the prophet Mohammed departed from Mecca with his followers and migrated north to Medina in 622 CE. The year of the Hijra is also the start of the Muslim calendar from which the years are counted. The next festival is the Birth of the Prophet, celebrated during the month of Rabi I. Next is Laila Al-Bar'h or the Night of Forgiveness, observed in preparation for Ramadan, in which Muslims seek the forgiveness from each other. Ramadan is observed for the whole month, in which all food and drink are withheld during daylight hours. Light meals are then permitted after nightfall. Then comes Lailat Al-Qadr or the Night of Power, to celebrate the revelation of the Koran to the Prophet Mohammed. 'Id Al-Fitr or the Little Festival is the celebration of the end of the Ramadan fast, where gifts are given to children and the poor. Dhu Al-Hijja is the Month of the Pilgrimage when the hajj or the pilgrimage to Mecca occurs. Finally, the 'Id Al-Adha is the Festival of Sacrifice, coinciding with the end of the hajj, is observed with animal sacrifices and the distribution of the meat to the poor. 

There are two major divisions in Islam today. The first and largest is the Sunni, comprising of 90% of all Muslims. Most Muslims the world over are Sunni. They developed the Shari'a, or community law, which governs most actions in everyday life. Sunnis believed that prophetic succession passed through the caliphs after the death of the Prophet. The teachings of the caliphs together with those of the Prophet comprise the Sunna or custom of all Muslims. In practice the Sunni are usually more orthodox and tolerant. For example, Sunni are generally not suspicious of outside ideas or change provided they do not conflict openly with the Quran. The other major division is the Shia. Since Muhammad had no direct male heir, the Shiites believe his authority passed to Ali, his nearest male cousin and his son-in-law. After the descent became muddled through murder and lost history, Shiites believe that the 12 imams, or perfect teachers, still guide faithful Muslims from Paradise. Shiaism tends toward the ecstatic and emotional, and this has led to great clashes with the Sunnis. They are also quite reactionary when it is believed a foreign idea or change contradicts or conflicts with Islam. The Shia live largely in Iraq, Iran, and Yemen. There are some smaller sects, but they tend not to be significant to Islam in general. Sufism is the mystical tradition of Islam and believes in a special inner revelation from God.

Islam was delivered to the Prophet Mohammed, peace be upon him, by the angel Gabriel, beginning in the year 622 CE at Medina on the Arabian Peninsula. Nevertheless, Muslims consider the biblical patriarch Abraham and his son Ishmael as the first true Muslims. Consequently, there are many early contacts with Jewish merchants in not only Arabia but also the surrounding lands of the Fertile Crescent. The Prophet Mohammad, peace be upon him, was a member of the Quraysh tribe, the ruling tribe of Mecca in the sixth century CE. Mecca was even then the most important town of western Arabia. According to tradition, Abraham had established a there a pre-Islamic pilgrimage, making Mecca an important economic and trade center. It was at Mecca in 610 CE on Mount Hira' that Mohammed received his first revelations at the age of forty. Because of the economic consequences in the pre-Islamic pagan society, only the closest associates of Mohammed converted. Due to extreme persecution, Mohammed and his followers migrated north to Medina in 622 CE; this is now known as the hijra and the year is numbered 1 H.E. 
Mohammed gained more converts in Medina and later returned to Mecca, winning two military campaigns in 624 and 627. His generous treatment of the Meccans helped him gain adherents in high political positions. Almost immediately, Mohammed sent forces south into what is now Oman, commanding the rulers there to embrace Islam. Once possession of the port of Suhar was gained, one of the greatest religious expansions in history began. 

Islam was spread through two major methods: through religious or mercantile contacts or through force. By 750 CE, Islam stretched from the Atlantic Ocean east to China. They crossed over the Straits of Gibraltar in 711 and remained until 1492. Although Arabic and Islamic armies entered the Indus Valley, it was not until the 11th century CE that Muslims pushed further into the Indian Subcontinent. Later empires especially the Ottoman Empire pushed the realm of Islam into Europe. The military expansion of Islam into non-Arab territory also increased the number of adherents, mainly during the rule of the Ottoman Empire. Suleiman the Magnificent ruled from 1520-1564 during which Islam reached its greatest penetration into Western Europe, taking Belgrade and Vienna. For its early history, the great caliphs or successors to the prophet reigned. Ummah, or Muslim communities, were formed throughout this vast territory. Later, as Islam aged, the empire fragmented and numerous Muslim states arose.

At the same time, Muslim merchants, who often functioned as missionaries carried Islam to West and East Africa, and throughout the islands and peninsulas of Southeast Asia. There these people settled and became locally involved in business. They usually married local women and raised their children as Muslims. Often successful merchants married local chiefs or nobles, and converted their families as well to Islam. In this manner, clearly devoid of military force, Islam penetrated Sub-Saharan Africa, portions of China, and Indonesia. There are generally two accepted reasons for the success of Islam upon which scholars agree. The first is religious fervor, or the idea that a religion unites and strengthens a people to help them accomplish goals that seemed impossible in the past. The other explanation is the systematic use of religious tolerance, which did two things: made way for peaceful conversion and allowed different religious beliefs to co-exist. Throughout the Muslim Empire, the dhimmi or a system of protected peoples was instituted granting Jewish and Christian populations the right to keep their property and profess their religion, provided that they paid their taxes. It was this type of religious tolerance that kept the great majority of India Hindu after many years of Muslim rule. 

All Muslims are equal before Allah and in the laws of the Quran irrespective of their previous status or race. And because Islam prohibited a tax on followers (Muslims tithed), millions of peasants converted to the egalitarian message of Islam. Additionally, Muslims encourage economic acumen and Allah rewards a successful merchant. Early Christianity discouraged economic success – profit making was considered a sin; Islam does not and many Christian merchants around the Mediterranean converted to Islam. Then, too, the religiously mistreated such as the Christian Monophysites of Southwest Asia, the Balkan Bogomils persecuted by Catholic and Orthodox Christians alike, and the lower castes of India, saw in Islam toleration and acceptance.

In the practice of Islam, the mosque is the place of public worship and contact. While the mosque itself is important, it is not critical except as a communal meeting place. Muslims are encouraged to pray at home or wherever the find themselves. And generally only larger towns and cities had mosques. And the mosque is not sanctified. It must have a minaret from which Muslims are called to prayer and be oriented toward Mecca. And it will have a central open-air courtyard, weather permitting because Muslims are encouraged to pray out in the open and under the stars. Space outside the mosque is organized according to religious law and social custom, and all mosques are supposed to have a school and washing facilities for the faithful. This spacial organization is equally true of the home, towns, and markets, for which the Quran has many pronouncements. Muslim towns are organized by religion and divided into quarters. Jerusalem has its Muslim, Jewish, Latin, and Armenian sections, and all towns, which are not fully Muslim, followed this practice.

Tradition teaches that the Temple Mount in Jerusalem was the "farthest mosque" visited by Mohammed in the night journey spoken of in the Koran (Surah 17.1). The site is now marked by the Dome of the Rock and the Mosque of Hadhrat 'Umar. The issue of control over the temple mount is a current source of contention between Islam and Judaism, and the Arabs, who are usually Muslims and the Israelis have fought numerous wars since 1948 for control of Jerusalem and the Holy Land. Mecca is the holiest site in Islam, being the place where the Kaa'ba is located. Medina is the second holiest site and Jerusalem is the third. More important in Islamic world are places of pilgrimage. The Fifth Pillar mentions the pilgrimage to Mekka but there are other holy sites for Muslims. The Shia maintain holy cities and other groups venerate the tombs of great Muslim leaders. Around these sites have grown up whole towns and intellectual centers. Timbuktu in Mali is an example.

Muslims, too, attach religious significance to the land. Allah made the world and gave it to his followers; they, too, must be fruitful and multiply to fill the world. Religiously, they divide the world into the world of Islam and the world of non-believers. But all Muslims believe the world will eventually become Muslim. Once a land has become Muslim, it, like a person who has converted, cannot be allowed to revert back to its previous religious status. This is apostasy and prohibited by the Quran. The jihad or holy war to protect Islam against assault is frequently invoked to prevent this; it has also been used to spread the faith to distant lands. Today, Muslims battle Christians and Jews not only for the more famous Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, but for lands in the Balkans, the Caucasus Mountains, Lebanese valleys, the Indian sub-continent, and islands of the Philippines. And any non-believer who visits Mecca or Medina can be killed for profaning the sacred space.


Directions: Using the document provided, analyze each with no more than one sentence. Write your answers below. Then determine if the document is reliable.



The Geography of Protestant CHRISTIANITY

Rather than any single founder, Protestantism grew out of a movement to reform the Catholic, or universal church. The person most associated with the Reformation and Protestantism is Martin Luther, a German priest who nailed his list of 95 theses against indulgences to the church door in 1517. Other figures and movements important in establishing the path for greater freedom of religious thought and worship were John Calvin, John Wycliffe, Jan Hus, the Waldensians, Lollards, and countless other lesser known individuals. 

Although Protestantism started in Western Europe, it has spread to nearly every nation and tongue on the earth. This is largely as a result of dedicated missionary efforts by many different Protestant denominations and sects. Originally, missionary efforts more often than not sought to culturally convert people as well as give them the Gospel. However, as a

result of the efforts of missionaries, Protestantism is now expressed in many languages. Today, Protestant missionaries have helped make South Korea the second Christian country of Asia and are active in Guatemala, China, and Mexico.

While the major teachings of Protestantism are the same as the majority of Christianity, Protestantism is largely a reaction to those doctrines and practices of the Roman Catholic Church thought to have strayed from the teachings of the Bible or to be unnecessary. As time went on, more Protestants continued to disagree with more and more of the doctrines

and practices of not only the Catholics but also of each other, and have continually warred to refine and purify Christianity. Consequently, this has resulted in the wide range of differences in doctrine, practice, and form, and many different Protestant groups. 

Protestants usually only recognize the New Testament and the Old Testament (the Hebrew scriptures of Judaism). Fundamentalist sects usually rely upon the more traditional translations of these scriptures, such as the Authorized or King James Version. In fact, Bible translations have been one of the major reasons for splits amongst Protestant sects. Although in English speaking countries, most Protestants use the King James Bible, worldwide few Protestants use any one common Bible.

One of the widest breaches in Protestantism is the between the "high liturgy" churches of the Reformation such as the Lutheran and Anglican (Episcopalian) churches, which are the two most widely spread and largest Protestant churches, and the more evangelical churches found today as in the Baptists and Church of Christ. Many other doctrinal axes may also be used as well, such as Charismatic Arminianism and Covenant Calvinism, or the Fundamentalist and Liberal spectrum. 

In the early days of Christianity, issues of doctrinal contention were usually solved through the use of church councils. Dissenters either conformed to the majority opinion or were accused of heresy. As doctrine codified and the Church relied upon tradition for authority, some clergymen in an increasingly literate Europe began to question the doctrine and authority of the Church and Pope in Rome. As a result of the invention of the printing press, the Holy Scriptures became widely available to the common man for the first time. 

People began to compare scripture to what they saw being practiced by the Church. They began to demand reform of the Church, and when reform was not forthcoming, open dissent became the Reformation. Protestantism rests firmly upon the belief that God deals directly with man as a person, so that salvation is gained "by faith alone". This puts the emphasis upon man's own life as it is lived in relationship to his society and his world. Since men differ from one another and since circumstances differ from generation to generation and from place to place, Protestantism is bound to exist in varied groups. The divisions within Protestantism came about through the very belief upon which it rests. The basic faith of Protestantism does not change, but its outward appearance and form do. 

Protestantism as a type of the Christian religion stems from the Reformation and especially from the work of Martin Luther and John Calvin. Four hundred years have changed many things in Protestantism, but they have not effaced the theological emphases first created by the Reformers in the sixteenth century. 

The birth of Protestantism is commonly dated October 31, 1517, during All Saints Eve when Martin Luther nailed his "Ninety-five Theses Upon Indulgences" to the church door at Wittenburg, Germany. Within ten years, Luther stated every major difference he had with the Roman Catholic Church. Whatever subsequent development took place on the foundations he laid with a clarity and vigor that gained admiration from a multitude of followers. His basic principle was an appeal to conscience, personally enlightened by the Holy Spirit, against what he called the "accretion of the Roman Church". From 1521 until his death in 1546, Luther elaborated this theory to include the whole construct of the Reformation. The conscience, he taught, is bound up with the word of God in the scriptures. Therefore, instead of popes and councils, the scriptures alone became the source of religious knowledge. Luther rejected all but two of the seven sacraments of which millions of Christians throughout the world believe is the key to salvation. Down the centuries, celebration of the sacraments has involved holy water, bread and wine, oil, incense and salt, as well as certain symbolic words and gestures. The Roman Catholic Church defined the nature of the seven sacraments at the second Council of Lyons in 1274 CE. Most Protestant denominations limit the number to two, as did Martin Luther, to include only baptism and the Eucharist. Among Protestant denominations today, the Eucharist is also called Holy Communion, Breaking of Bread, and the Lord's Supper. 

Before most Christians receive the Eucharist, they must be baptized, a custom that stems from ancient Jewish practice and to pagan rites of purification. Originally adult baptism was the custom. Immersion, pouring, or sprinkling signifies the washing away of sin and spiritual rebirth. Baptism has been referred to as the Christian initiation rite. Today, in churches which are "Baptist," it is convention hold that baptism should only take place on confession of personal faith. Others baptize children who are "confirmed" in their faith later, when they themselves come to have personal belief. 

Protestantism was first successfully established in the countries of northern Europe. After spreading in northern Germany, rulers of Scandinavia – Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Iceland, Finland, Estonia, and Latvia - established Lutheranism as the state religion. While many Europeans opted to follow Luther for reasons of conscience, with rulers it was often another reason. The Roman Catholic Church not only exercised enormous political power and influence, it often owned between ten and twenty-five percent of the best lands in Europe. Luther placed the Church clearly under the authority of the local prince in a manner similar to Orthodox Christianity. This gave license to the nobles and aristocrats to appropriate the lands owned by bishops and monasteries, which most quickly did. These lands were often resold to followers and merchants, not only enriching kings, but also establishing a landed, non-aristocratic class, who were critical to the rise both of capitalism and democracy in Europe.

There were Protestant movements in southern Europe, but these grew weak and disappeared. In the north around the Baltic Sea, however, Protestant churches had the support of the political powers and drew into their membership large numbers of the rapidly rising middle class so that in spite of opposition they continued to grow in size and strength.  Scandinavia, a large portion of Germany and Switzerland, the northern Netherlands, England, Wales, and Scotland became Protestant lands. In some places Protestant churches were established by government actions, although there was sufficient support among the people. Besides, the serious divisions among sects on theological grounds, Protestantism is greatly divided into denominations and sects, often based along national lines. In fact, in later centuries, Protestant Christianity often fueled and utilized nationalism. As the fires of rebellion spread throughout Europe, the Reformation became not one movement, but many. Later immigration and missionary activity by Europeans after the sixteenth century have extended Protestantism to other regions of the world.

In the history of the United States, a religious impulse, largely Protestant and reform-minded took root in Great Britain's New World settlements. Congregational Churches dominated New England, Baptist dissenters moved to Rhode Island and then spread south, Reformed Churches followed ethnic settlement patterns, and Pennsylvania became home to Quakers. Pluralism was the rule in the southern colonies, though the number of parishes lagged behind the "well-churched" New England. Anglicans were in the majority in the southern areas, even in Maryland, which was begun as a Roman Catholic colony. The three largest Protestant denominations in the United States are Baptist, Methodist, and Lutheran. Baptists constitute over half of the population in much of the southeastern United States. Lutherans are concentrated in the north central states and Methodists are primarily in the states between 35°N and 40°N latitude. Other prominent churches include Presbyterians, Pentecostals, and Anglican (or Episcopalian) Churches.

In comparison to Roman Catholic and Orthodox sense of geographic space, Protestants, except for the high tradition of the Anglicans, have very little hierarchy or spatial organization. Most groups do not build magnificent churches or centralize their authority. Religious and social disagreements within a group lead to splits and new congregations. Prayer is as often at home or in any commonly location. Consequently, there are many smaller churches and religious establishments across the Protestant landscape. 

But this does not mean that Protestant churches and denominations do not have sacred space. On the contrary, Presbyterian and Church of Ireland Protestants in Northern Ireland clearly do not consider themselves part of the Catholic Ireland in a conflict between religions over territory that has long divided the otherwise stable and democratic British Isles. And more importantly, nationalism, or the love of one’s nation, clearly has a strong history and many roots within the Protestant sects of Northern Europe. During the years of the Reformation, Protestantism was largely influenced in its origins as a nationalistic reaction against the Italian, Roman Catholic Church. Martin Luther addressed one of his most famous sermons to the German nation, Bohemian Protestants tossed the Catholic Hapsburg and Austrian delegates out of a window to establish a Czech Protestant nation, the Calvinist Dutch revolted against a Catholic Spaniard, and the Swedes marched into war singing religious songs to make Protestant lands, especially Sweden, safe from the Catholics.  

Perhaps the greatest impact Protestants have had upon geography and history is their sense of a “manifest destiny” to conquer and to tame the earth and to build New Jerusalems, or shining cities on the hill dedicated to God. The Puritan settlement of Massachusetts was thusly motivated. Whereas Roman Catholics downplay the importance of the Old Testament, the Protestants emphasize it. One of the greatest Old Testament influences is the command to subdue and to tame the land (see Genesis). For a Protestant, that which is wild and uncultivated is worthless land. To be pleasing in the eye of God means planted fields and herded cattle. Primordial forests represent potential evil – study the Salem Witch Trials to see many of these fears and beliefs. In fact, it was a conflict over the division of land within the community, which prompted the conflicts leading to the witch-hunts. These beliefs led Protestant settlers and missionaries to push aside primitive peoples such as the American Indian, the Australian Aborigine, the New Zealand Maori, and South African Bantu and take their lands. And the same intense fervor fueled religious violence between Protestant English and Scotsmen landlords and settlers, and the native Catholic Irish.

The greatest Protestant Empire was clearly Great Britain. Wherever their flag rose, Anglican, Presbyterian, and Methodist churches arose. Today, Protestants form a majority of the population in the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. And in Africa, wherever England ruled, Protestants clearly hold a majority. Most of southern Africa and portions of West Africa have large Protestant populations. The association of Christianity with the conquering European, however, threatens this accomplishment. When Protestants immigrated, which, with the exception of the English, most did not, they carried their faith with them. Scandinavian descendants in Minnesota or Manitoba are still largely Lutheran, while Dutch Afrikaaners in South Africa belong to the Dutch Reformed Church.


Directions: Using the document provided, analyze each with no more than one sentence. Write your answers below. Then determine if the document is reliable.



THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUMANISM


Few would generally consider atheism, secularism, and humanism as religions. In fact, by commonly used definitions, these beliefs are more correctly termed philosophies. Atheism is the clear denial of a belief in God or gods. Secularism and humanism, however, do not expressly deny the existence of any deity so much as to make “man the measure or all things.” In secular societies, religion is given no official place of influence, while humanistic societies make decisions based on human not divine interests. 

It is clear when geographers and demographers add up numbers of those who practice some religion and compare it to the total population of the world that there are nearly one billion people who do not practice any religion at all. Furthermore, numbers of the faithful do not accurately reflect the number of active versus occasional members of the church. This underscores the rise of secularism in the modern world.

Typically, secularization displays a geographic regionalization on a variety of scales. Areas of surviving religious vitality lie alongside secularized districts, in a disorderly jumble. Such patterns once again reveal the inherent spatial variety of humankind. This, of course, should not surprise people in North America or Europe, where churches and religions, despite protests to the contrary, play a declining role in culture and society. However, there are other countries where anti-religious ideologies and activities have contributed to the decline of organized religion. Church membership in the communist-led states dropped dramatically during the decades under communist rule. Russian and Chinese Communists have openly persecuted all religions. Elsewhere, revolutionaries and communists found it possible to accommodate powerful religious structures, as in Poland and Cuba, but the rise of Marxism and socialism contributed significantly to the decline in church membership.

The rise of secularism has accelerated during the twentieth century, but it is not a new phenomenon. Theravada Buddhism and Confucianism are secular humanist philosophies, which deny or downplay religion. So, too, were many aspects of the classical Greek and Roman philosophies. These philosophies were not atheistic as much as human centered. Philosophers such as Socrates, Aristotle, and Plato, along with the later Stoics of Rome taught the importance of human reason and logic as the method to understanding life. As Socrates said, “Know thyself and to thy known self be true.” Some philosophers, namely the Sophists argued that there were no common rules and standards by which to judge actions save the individual societies into which a person was born. Clearly, the role of religion and the power of the traditional gods were scrutinized and relegated to a minor place in Hellenistic societies.

After the collapse of the Roman Empire, the Catholic Church dominated Europe: politics, science, farming, and all other spheres of life were dominated, if not directly managed by the Church. This dominance was challenged most dramatically by three events – the Great Schism, the Renaissance, and the Reformation. The Great Schism was a period in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries where the Roman Catholic Church had two and sometimes three popes, all feuding over which one was legitimate. Each excommunicated the other and whole nations allied with one or the other of the popes. During the Great Schism, nationalism, the force, which has often replaced human allegiance to God, arose most dramatically in France, England, and elsewhere. Following the Renaissance, which de-emphasized and often mocked official religion, and the Protestant challenge of the Reformation, the fortunes of the Catholic Church crumbled. The state increasingly took over the functions that the church and its social organizations had held, as faith in the nation or nationalism grew stronger; later the separation of church and state became the political cornerstone of modern democratic societies. This process was accelerated by two events – the American Revolution with its Constitution and the French Revolution. During the French Revolution, nationalistic, anti-religious revolutionaries instituted a reign of terror, which not only attacked religion in society but also set out to secularize the state. The revolutionaries went so far as to change the names of the days, week, and months, turn the churches into temples of reason, and make religious marriages illegal. The American founding fathers, despite current religious rhetoric to the contrary, were largely Deists, or Christians who believed God rarely intervened in society and who felt it was up to humans to govern themselves. These men, especially Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, helped create a rule of law where religion was permitted no political influence or place. In fact, God is not mentioned at all and religion is only mentioned twice in the U.S. Constitution and then only negatively with prohibitions. 

Replacing religious observations were mass participation in political, nationalist, union activities, psychology, and an almost universal faith in science. Political parties and unions commanded the loyalty where once the church had. These groups assumed many of the similar practices of religions – oaths, national anthems, and heroes. This switch was not just a Western phenomenon common in France, Great Britain, or Scandinavia. It has also occurred in Japan and India, and has had its advocates in Muslim and African nations. Iraq, Syria, Algeria, Yemen, Bangladesh, and Turkey have all implemented secularized law and social systems irrespective of their Muslim traditions and pasts. Even Israel, the Jewish homeland is today a secular state with separation of church and state. And science and scientists increasingly are believed to have more answers to the age-old questions of life and death than do religions.

With these separations of church and state came the freedom to choose – not only with whom to worship, but whether to worship at all. People have abandoned organized religion in growing numbers, and even if they continued to profess an affiliation, their participation in official public religious activities declined. Traditions weakened. For example, there was a time in the United States when shops and businesses were closed almost universally on Sundays. But today the shopping centers are mostly open as usual, and Sunday is increasingly a day to handle business and personal affairs. 

Religious traditions are stronger in some cultural regions than in others. Strong religious observances continue, for example, in the Mormon cultural areas of the American west, in Catholic areas, and certainly in most Muslim countries. However, in Christian realms of the world, from Canada to Australia, and from the United States to Western Europe, along with states, which have a communist past such as Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and parts of East Asia, the dramatic decline of organized religion as a cultural force is evident. This is even so in strongly Roman Catholic regions of Southern Europe and Latin America, and the Hindu world. In Europe, religious prescriptions relating to birth control, the right to die, homosexuality, divorce, and women’s rights serve to fuel dissatisfaction. For centuries, now, in countries influenced by the French Revolution, only civil marriage ceremonies are legal. In Latin America and Catholic areas of Europe, the church finds itself in a difficult position because of its traditional support of the wealthy landed interests, conservative political parties, and closed social structures, or simply traditional values. In the United States the conflict between secularism and religion is fought out in schools over the issue of creation or evolutionary sciences and in the separation of religion from school activities. Yet the Supreme Court and courts in general have stubbornly maintained the strict separation of religion and official public society begun in the 1950s.

The rise in secularism may be primarily a condition of industrialization and urbanization, a failure of the church to adjust to the needs of a modernizing society. This certainly seems to have been the fate of Shintoism, Taoism, and the main branches of Christianity. But in the more conservative, rural, and traditional societies and areas, or in societies under stress, the strength of the faiths is sustained. Although the rise of secularism and the decline of church affiliation mark the Christian and Hindu realms of the world, we should take note of other trends elsewhere. In the Muslim world, a new-found power based on oil revenues and a resurgence of revolutionary fervor has the effect of strengthening Islam’s position. Furthermore, although there may be an overall decline in adherence to major faiths, there has been a overall rise of several smaller religions, such as the Baha’i, the Mormons (which is the fastest growing religion in the world), fringe society groups many Americans call cults, and loosely-structured faiths. 

Geographically, modern secularism seems to be largely confined to highly industrialized, largely Western cultures. This includes not only most of Western and Northern Europe, Anglo-American North America, New Zealand, and Australia, but also nations where socialism and democracy have long traditions. Both of these political ideologies emphasize the state as guarantor of social well-being. And because religions have often been opposed to modernization and democratization, these political movements often became anti-religious. Freedom of religion is allowed and protected, but the state performs most of the functions religion has traditionally organized. France and Russia are the best examples of this phenomenon. Today, only two percent of Frenchmen even attend church services twice a year. Churches are empty of youth – only the elderly and foreigners visit regularly. The Catholic Church has declared France a missionary country! And the trend is no less evident in most Protestant lands of Europe.


Directions: Using the document provided, analyze each with no more than one sentence. Write your answers below. Then determine if the document is reliable.



NAME: _________________________________ PERIOD: ________ DATE: _____________

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPARATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Prompt: Compare and contrast any two (2) religions or philosophies and their points of view on nature and the environment.

	BASIC CORE (Shows competence)
	EXPANDED CORE (Shows excellence)

	Points
	Points

	1) Has an acceptable thesis. Addresses comparisons of the issues and themes specified in the prompt.


	1
	Expands beyond the basic core of 1 to 7 points. A student must earn  seven points in the basic core area before earning points from the expanded core area below.

( Has a clear, analytical and   

     comprehensive thesis.

( Addresses all parts of the 

     question (as relevant): 

     comparisons, chronology, 

     causation, connections, themes, 

     interactions, content.

( Provides ample historical 

     evidence to substantiate thesis.

( Shows the ability to relate 

    comparisons to larger global 

    context.

(  Shows similarities and 

     differences amongst groups.

( Makes direct comparisons 

     consistently between or among 

     societies.


	0-2

	2) Addresses all parts of the question, though not necessarily evenly or thoroughly.

Addresses most parts of the question. For example, deals with similarities but not differences.


	2

(1)
	
	

	3) Substantiates the thesis with appropriate evidence.

Partially substantiates thesis with appropriate historical evidence.


	2

(1)
	
	

	4) Makes at least two relevant, direct comparisons between or among societies.


	1
	
	

	5) Analyzes at least two reasons for a similarity or difference identified in a direct comparison.


	1
	
	

	SUBTOTAL
	7
	
	2

	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS


	9

	GRADES: 9=97, 8=92, 7=87, 6=82, 5=77, 4=72, 3=67, 2=62, 1=57, 0=50


DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION:

MAN AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Directions

The following question is based on the accompanying documents. (The documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise). The question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents. Write an essay that:
· Has relevant thesis and supports that thesis with evidence from the documents.
· Uses all or all but one of the documents.
· Analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate ways as possible and does not simply summarize the documents individually.
· Takes into account both the sources of the documents and the authors’ points of view.
Essay Prompt

Analyze issues related to mankind’s relationship to the environment and policies regarding its usage.

Based on the documents, discuss human relationships with the environment. What kinds of additional documentation would help access the human impact on the environment?

Historical Background

Ever since the development of the first human cultures and later civilizations, mankind has been acutely aware of physical surroundings and environmental issues. Our actions towards nature have varied. Beginning in the 19th century with the Romantic Movement and the early 20th century, environmental concerns began to attract first national governmental and then international attention. Today conferences related to the environmental are one of the few global concerns to which most governments will send representatives.

Document 1


Document 2


Document 3

Document 4


Document 5


Document 6


Document 7


Document 8

Document 9


Document 10
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 Hebrew Book of Genesis 1:26 – 29, first written down seventh century BCE





“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. And God blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb yielding seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food”





 





Johann Gottleib Fichte, German philosopher, nationalist, and early Romantic, 1762-1814, remarks about nature





“Cultivation shall quicken and ameliorate the sluggish and baleful atmosphere of primeval forests, deserts, and marshes; more regular and varied cultivation shall diffuse throughout the air new impulses to life and fertility; and the sun shall pour forth his animating rays into an atmosphere breathed by healthy,   industrious and civilized nations .  .  . Nature [shall] ever become more and more intelligent and transparent.  .  .; human power, enlightened and armed by human invention, shall rule over her without difficulty.”








 Tao Te Ching (The Way of Virtue, Number 29: Taking No Action), Lao Tzu,  


 China, Fifth century BCE





“The external world is fragile, and he who meddles with its natural way, risks causing damage to himself. He who tries to grasp it, thereby loses it. It is natural for things to change, sometimes being ahead, sometimes behind. There are times when even breathing may be difficult, whereas its natural state is easy. The sage does not try to change the world by force, for he knows that force results in force.” 





Buddhist Sutta Nitta, a hymn, attributed to the Buddha, Fifth Century BCE





“May creatures all abound in weal and peace; 


  may all be blessed with peace always;


  all creatures weak or strong, all creatures great and small;


  creatures unseen and seen, dwelling afar or near, born or awaiting birth,


 --- may all be blessed with peace. .  .  .


 --- an all-embracing love


 for all the universe in all it heights and depths and breadth, 


 unstinted love, unmarred by hate within,


 not rousing enmity.”





John Muir, American conservationist and founder of the Sierra Club, nineteenth century CE, from one of his many books on the environment





“Every civilized nation can give us a lesson on the management and care of forests. So far our government has done nothing effective with its forests, though the best in the world, but is like a rich and foolish spendthrift who has inherited a magnificent estate in perfect order, and then has left his rich fields and meadows, forests and parks, to be sold and plundered and wasted at will, depending on their inexhaustible abundance. Now it is plain that the forests are not inexhaustible, and that quick measures must be taken if ruin is to be   avoided. Year by year the remnant is growing smaller before the axe and fire, while the laws in existence provide neither for the protection of the timber from destruction nor for its use where it is most needed.”
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The Kojiki, first Japanese Chronicles and Shinto text, written down c. 700 CE


The names of the deities that were born next were the Earthly-Eternally-Standing deity; next, the Luxuriant-Integrating-Master deity. These two deities were likewise deities born alone, and hid their persons. The names of the deities that were born next were the deity Mud-Earth-Lord; next, his Younger sister the deity -Mud-Earth-Lady; next, the Germ-Integrating deity; next, his younger sister the Life-Integrating-Deity; next, the deity of Elder-of-the-Great-Place; next, his younger sister the deity Elder-Lady-of-the-Great-Place; next, the deity Perfect-Exterior; next, his younger sister the deity Oh-Awful-Lady; next, the deity Izanagi or the Male-Who-Invites; next, his younger sister Izanami or the deity the Female-Who-Invites. Hereupon all the Heavenly deities commanded the two deities His Augustness the Male-Who-Invites and Her Augustness the Female-Who-Invites, ordering them to "make, consolidate, and give birth to this drifting land." Granting to them a heavenly jeweled spear, they thus deigned to charge them. So the two deities, standing upon the Floating Bridge of Heaven pushed down the jeweled spear and stirred with it, whereupon, when they had stirred the brine till it went curdle-curdle, and drew the spear up, the brine that dripped down from the end of the spear was piled up and became an island. This is the Island of Onogoro (Japan).
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Book of Ezekiel 34:25–28 from the Hebrew Tanakh, complied 6th century BCE


And God said:


“I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild animals from the land, so that they may live in the wild and sleep in the woods securely. I will make them and the region around my hill a blessing; and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. The trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase. They shall be secure on their soil; and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I break the bars of their yoke, and save them from the hands of those who enslaved them. They shall no more be plunder for the nations, nor shall the animals of the land devour them; they shall live in safety, and no one shall make them afraid.” 
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“Imagining the Mysterious” from the Dao Te Ching, attributed to Lao Tzu, c. 500 BCE


There is a Being wondrous and complete. Before heaven and earth, it was. How calm it is! How spiritual!. Alone it stands, and it changes not; around it moves, and it suffers not; yet therefore can it be the world's mother. Its name I know not, but its nature I call Reason. Constrained to give a name, I call it the great. The great I call the departing, and the departing I call the beyond. The beyond I call home. The saying goes: "Reason is great, heaven is great, earth is great, and royalty also is great. Man's standard is the earth. The earth's standard is heaven. Heaven's standard is Reason. Reason's standard is intrinsic
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Atharva Veda, one of the four Aryan (Hindu Vedas), Hymn to Earth, an oral tradition written down c. 900 BCE





Earth, in which lie the sea, the rivers and other waters, in which food and grainfields have come to be, in which lives all that breathes and that moves, May she confer on us the finest of her yield.





Earth, in which the waters, common to all, moving on all sides, flow unfailingly, day and night, may she pour on us milk in many streams, and endow us with luster.





May those born of thee, O Earth, be for our welfare, free from sickness and waster. Wakeful through a long life, we shall become bearers of tribute to thee. Earth my mother, set me securely with bliss in full accord with heaven. O wise one, uphold me in grade and splendor.
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Buddhist Sutta Nitta, a hymn, attributed to the Buddha, Fifth Century BCE





“May creatures all abound


  in weal and peace; may all


  be blessed with peace always;


  all creatures weak or strong,


  all creatures great and small;


  creatures unseen and seen,


  dwelling afar or near,


  born or awaiting birth,


 --- may all be blessed with peace. .  .  .


 --- an all-embracing love


 for all the universe


 in all it heights and depths


 and breadth, unstinted love,


unmarred by hate within,


 not rousing enmity.”
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Wang Yang-ming, Chinese Confucian scholar, c. 1540 Inquiry on the Great Learning


Master Wang said: The great man regards Heaven and Earth and the myriad things as one body. He regards the world as one family and the country as one person. . . . Therefore when he sees a child about to fall into a well, he cannot help a feeling of alarm and commiseration. This shows that his humanity (jen) forms one body with the child. It may be objected that the child belongs to the same species. Again, when he observes the pitiful cries and frightened appearance of birds and animals about to be slaughtered, he cannot help feeling an “inability to bear” their suffering. This shows that his humanity forms one body with birds and animals. It may be objected that birds and animals are sentient beings as he is. But when he sees plants broken and destroyed, he cannot help a feeling of pity. This shows that his humanity forms one body with plants. It may be said that plants are living things as he is. Yet even when he sees tiles and stones shattered and crushed, he cannot help a feeling of regret. This shows that his humanity forms one body with tiles and stones. 
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Saint Catherine of Siena. Roman Catholic mystic, reformer, and advisor to the popes, from The Dialogue, c. 1368 about her conversations with God





With my wisdom I [God] have organized and I govern all the world with such order that nothing is lacking and nothing could be added to it. Everything is provided for in soul and body. Nor was it your will that constrained me to do this, because you did not even exist. No, it was only my mercy. Constrained by my very self, I made the heavens and the earth, the sea and the vault of the sky to move above you, the air so that you might breathe, fire and water each to temper the other, and the sun so that you would not be left in darkness. All these I made and put in order to serve the needs of humankind. The sky adorned with birds, the earth bringing forth its fruits, the many animals all for the life of humankind, the sea adorned with fish—everything I made with the greatest order and providence
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Joint Declaration on the Environment, by His Holiness Pope John Paul II and His Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople, 2002





God has not abandoned the world. It is His will that His design and our hope for it will be realized through our cooperation in restoring its original harmony. In our own time we are witnessing a growth of an ecological awareness which needs to be encouraged, so that it will lead to practical programs and initiatives. An awareness of the relationship between God and humankind brings a fuller sense of the importance of the relationship between human beings and the natural environment, which is God's creation and which God entrusted to us to guard with wisdom and love (cf. Gen 1:28). Respect for creation stems from respect for human life and dignity. It is on the basis of our recognition that the world is created by God that we can discern an objective moral order within which to articulate a code of environmental ethics. In this perspective, Christians and all other believers have a specific role to play in proclaiming moral values and in educating people in ecological awareness, which is none other than responsibility towards self, towards others, towards creation. What is required is an act of repentance on our part and a renewed attempt to view ourselves, one another, and the world around us within the perspective of the divine design for creation. The problem is not simply economic and technological; it is moral and spiritual. A solution at the economic and technological level can be found only if we undergo, in the most radical way, an inner change of heart, which can lead to a change in lifestyle and of unsustainable patterns of consumption and production. A genuine conversion in Christ will enable us to change the way we think and act.
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Dr. Abdulla Omar Nasserf, former head of the Muslim World League, from his Muslim Declaration on Nature, 2001


“For the Muslim, mankind’s role on earth is that of vice-regent or trustee of God. We are God’s stewards and agents on Earth. We are not masters of this Earth; it does not belong to us to do what we wish. It belongs to God and He has entrusted us with its safekeeping. Our function as vice-regent of God is only to oversee the trust. The overseer is answerable for his or her actions; for the way in which he or she uses or abuses the trust of God. 


It is these values which led Muhammad, the prophet of Islam to say: ‘Whoever plants a tree and diligently looks after it until it matures and bears fruit is rewarded.’ And ‘If a Muslim plants a tree or sows a field and men and beats and birds eat from it, all of it is charity on his part,’ and again ‘ The world is green and beautiful and God appointed you his stewards over it.’ Environment consciousness is born when such values are adopted and become an intrinsic part of our mental and physical make up.”
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A Mesopotamian Creation Story attributed to Enlil, Sumerian God of Winds, c. 3500 CE


The lord did verily produce the normal order,�The lord whose decisions cannot be altered,�Enlil quickly removed heaven from earth�So that the seed, from which the nation grew, could sprout up from the field;�He quickly brought the earth out from under the heaven as a separate entity�And bound up for the earth the gash in the "bond of heaven and earth"�So that the earth could grow humankind.;�He created the pickax when daylight was shining forth,�He organized the tasks, the pickman's way of life;�Stretching out his arm straight toward the pickax and the basket,�Enlil sang the praises of his pickax.�He drove his pickax into the earth.�In the hole which he had made was humankind.�While the people of the land were breaking through the ground,�He eyed his black-headed ones in steadfast fashion.�The pickax and the basket build cities,�The steadfast house of the pickax builds, the steadfast house of the pickax establishes,�The steadfast house it causes to prosper.�The house which rebels against the king,�The house which is not submissive to its king,�The pickax makes it submissive to the king�The pickax, its fate is decreed by father Enlil,�The pickax is exalted. 
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The Reverend Dr. M. L. Daneel, professor of missiology at the University of South Africa, and founder and director of the Zimbabwean Institute of Religious Research and Ecological Conservation, from his work, African Independent Churches Face the Challenge of Environmental Ethics, presented at the Boston University Theological School, 2002 





“Our mandate derives from our faith that we belong to the body of Christ. As members of that body we are not only commanded to build unity among ourselves as Christian churches, but to build new relationships with the entire creation in an attempt to avoid destruction and preserve life for all creatures. I say this because the body of Christ is more than the church. In him all things hold together, in him all things are created. That makes him the true guardian of the land, the great guardian of all creation. Read together with Matthew 28:18, where Jesus claims all authority in heaven and on earth, we take this twofold interpretation of Christ’s body to mean that his presence and power pervade all creation. The implication is that when we are Christians partake of Holy Communion we express our unity in the body of Christ, that is the Church. At the same time we affirm our responsibility for the body of Christ, in the sense of its presence in all creation. The sacrament therefore makes us earthkeepers, stewards of creation.”
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14th and 16th Points from “World Community,” The 2nd Humanist Manifesto, issued 1973





The world community must engage in cooperative planning concerning the use of rapidly depleting resources. The planet earth must be considered a single ecosystem. Ecological damage, resource depletion, and excessive population growth must be checked by international concord. The cultivation and conservation of nature is a moral value; we should perceive ourselves as integral to the sources of our being in nature. We must free our world from needless pollution and waste, responsibly guarding and creating wealth, both natural and human. Exploitation of natural resources, uncurbed by social conscience, must end.


Technology is a vital key to human progress and development. We deplore any neo-romantic efforts to condemn indiscriminately all technology and science or to counsel retreat from its further extension and use for the good of humankind. We would resist any moves to censor basic scientific research on moral, political, or social grounds. Technology must, however, be carefully judged by the consequences of its use; harmful and destructive changes should be avoided. We are particularly disturbed when technology and bureaucracy control, manipulate, or modify human beings without their consent. Technological feasibility does not imply social or cultural desirability.
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Chief Seattle, Northwestern Indian, reply to the United States’ government, 1852





“How can we buy or sell the sky or the land? The idea is strange to us. If we do not own the freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them. Every part of this earth is sacred to my people, every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, and every mist in the dark woods, every meadow, every humming insect.  .  . We are part of the earth and it is part of us. What befalls the earth befalls all sons of the earth. This we know: the earth does not belong to man, man belongs to the earth. Man did not weave the web of life; he is merely a strand in it. To harm the earth on to heap contempt upon its creator.”





Aldo Leopold, American conservationist and founder of the World Wildlife Fund, from his book, A Sand County Almanac, c. 1950 CE


“Ethical criteria have been extended to many fields of conduct, with corresponding shrinkages in those judged by expediency only. The land ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the community to include soils, waters, plants, and animals, or collectively, the land. A land ethic changes homo sapiens from conqueror of the land community to plain member and citizen of it. A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”





V. Saravanand Naiker, newspaper editor, his story in Malaysian The New Straits Times Press, 11 July 2000 





“People have come to realize that biological resources have limits, and that we are exceeding those limits and, thereby, reducing bio-diversity. People .  .  . have hunted, fished and gathered species for food, fuel, fibre, and shelter. They have eliminated competing or threatening species, domesticated plants and animals, cut down forest, used fire to alter habitats and, recently, changed the global climate. Each year, the human population grows, and .  .  . species are becoming extinct faster. As species disappear, humans lose today’s food and industrial products. .  .  . The Government should look at sustainable development seriously although development is vital.  .  . Without bio-diversity the lives of humans will become precarious as every living creature plays a role in balancing the ecosystem. We need tigers, elephants and wild boars. They too have a right to exist.”





Chinese Premier Jiang Zemin's Speech Marking Yangtze-Damming for Three Gorges Project, November 8, 1997





“Since the twilight of history, the Chinese nation has been engaged in the great feat of conquering, developing and exploiting the nature. The legends of the mythic bird Jingwei determined to fill the sea with small pebbles and the Foolish Old Man resolved to remove the mountains standing in his way and the tale of the Great Yu who harnessed the great floods are just some of the examples of the ancient Chinese people's indomitable spirit in successfully conquering the nature. Such ancient water conservation projects as the Dujiangyan completed over 2,000 years ago and the Grand Canal built in the Sui Dynasty all played an important role in the socio-economic development of their respective time period. The water conservancy and hydro-power project we are building today on the Three Gorges of the Yangtze River, the scale and overall benefits of which have no parallel in the world, will greatly promote the development of our national economy, and prove to be a lasting exploit in the service of the present and future generations.” 





Dr. Julian Simon, Noble prize winning economist, his speech in Pamplona to Roman Catholic group, Opus Dei, 1998





“If we base our conclusions on the facts proven by science, the current pessimism 


 about the "crisis" of our planet is false. Even ecologists now recognize that, in recent decades, the quality of water and air in the wealthy countries.  .  . has improved. Every agricultural economist knows that the population of the world has eaten better and better since the Second World War. Every economist who is an expert in natural resources knows that the availability of resources has grown [by three fourths]a fact that is reflected in a drop in prices with respect to previous decades and centuries. .  .  . The population growth causes problems.   But people solve problems. The principal fuel for the acceleration of progress is our "stock" of knowledge; and the brakes are: a lack of imagination and erroneous social regulations of activities. People are the ultimate resource .  .  .”
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