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Material Copy for Teacher 
Use 

Copy for Class 
Use 

Number of Uses per 
Term* 

    

Books (Fiction and Nonfiction) 1 chapter 1,000 words  
or 10% 

2 

Encyclopedias, anthologies, story-
books 

1 story 2,500 words  
or 1 story 

3 

Poems 1 poem 250 words or  
1 poem 

2 

Periodicals 1 article 2,500 words  
or 1 article 

3 

Charts, cartoons, pictures 1 per book 1 per book 3 

Lectures, sermons, speeches 1 per book 1 per book 3 

Computer Programs Not applicable because of the need  to copy the entire program 

Videotapes of TV broadcasts  
(non-educational) 

May be shown twice to students within 10 days of broadcast 

 May be retained for educators a maximum of 45 days for  
evaluation  

 Television broadcast news programs may not be recorded daily 
by libraries or educators.  Student newscasts are acceptable. 

Videotapes of TV broadcasts 
(educational) 

May be recorded and used for educational purposes for a maxi-
mum of 7 days 

Lawfully made videotapes May be used for educational purposes in face-to-face classroom 
teachin. 

Videotapes  produced for entertainment 
purposes (“Hollywood” videos) 

* total use of reproductions should not 
exceed nine times per class term. 

 

May not be shown for entertainment purposes.  Must have a 
strong and direct  correlation to the curriculum.  The “Hollywood” 
version of Titanic is not acceptable, a documentary on the Titanic 
is. 

Action! 

PowerPoints made by students are the property of 
the student.  The school or the teacher must ask 
the student for permission to use the PowerPoint 
in lessons, examples, or for use on the web site of 
the teacher or the school. 
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Why Bother? 

Copyright holders are becoming increas-
ingly aggressive.  Disney is one of the 
most aggressive.  School districts in the 
metroplex area have already been sued 
for copyright violation. 

Educational Exemption 
Fair Use provisions allow limited free use of copyrighted 
materials to educators IF they meet certain criteria. 

Educators may use the material if it meets ALL of the 
following criteria: 

1. For nonprofit educational use 

2. The Nature of the Use.  It is the main portion of the 
work?  Then you need to be careful here.  Simple 
facts are less of a problem than creative, fiction 
works. 

3. The amount and substance of the portion used in 
relation to the work as a whole.  See chart on the 
next page. 

4. The effect of the use upon the potential market 
value.  If copying would deprive the author of a sale, 
the copying is not within fair use exemptions.  
Courts actually consider potential damage rather 
than actual damage when weighing this factor. 

5. Copying is at the inspiration of the individual 
teacher (not directed by some-
one in authority.) 

6. You MUST request permis-
sion from the copyright holder 
if there is adequate time to 
expect a response.  In other 
words you cannot anticipate 
the need.  

United States Copyright Law covers all forms of 
expression as long as they are put down in some 
concete form:  prose, drama, dance, music, art, 

computer files, VCR 
tapes, DVD tapes, 
phonograph records, 
CD’s, and any other 
written/printed work.  
All works are copy-
righted whether or not 
a copyright notice is 
printed on the con-
tainer. 

Copyright Law states 
that you cannot:  copy, 
adapt (change the form 

from VCR to CD for example), distribute by sale, 
gift, rental or lending, provide a public perform-
ance or put on public display any copyrighted 
work. 

Why should you obey?   It is the LAW!   

*Each time you violate copyright law you can be 
fined up to $20,000 for each time you show a 
particular title.  Each title receives a separate fine. 

*If the court determines that you KNEW it was 
against the law, the fine raises to $100,000! 

*Computer software fines can be up to $250,000. 

*Who can be charged?  They will charge everyone 
up the chain of command.  The teacher, the super-
visor, the director, the curriculum director, the 
assistant superintendent, the superintendent, and 
the Board of Education will all be charged! 

 

Copyright Law 

Public Performance 
1. It must be presented by instructors. 
2. It must occur in the course of face-to-face 

teachings. 
3. It must take place in a classroom or other 

place of instruction (any room in school) 
4. The performance must be legally ac-

quired. 
5. It must be directly related to the curricu-

lum being studied AT THE TIME OF 
THE SHOWING. 

 
If you phrased each of the statements listed 
above as a question, a no answer to any one of 
them prohibits the showing of that material. 
 
Any video shown for entertainment or reward 
is Strictly Prohibited. 
 
Beware of loose or questionable links to les-
sons.   
Showing Babe because you are studying the 
farm is not a reasonable tie-in unless farms in 
your area have talking animals. 
Showing The Lion King because you are 
studying Africa or cats is also considered en-
tertainment.  
Showing Pocahontas because it shows about 
cowboys and Indians is also prohibited. 
Showing a video because a teacher has a sub 
(or no sub showed) also violates copyright. 
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Fines can range up to 
$250,000 per instance.  
This cannot be paid by 
the district. 

Copyright Law is written to benefit the copyright holder, 
not the educator. 

PowerPoint presentations made by teachers may be used 
within a classroom setting or presented at workshops 
without fear of violating copyright. If teachers wish to 
sell the PowerPoint for profit, copyright permission 
must be granted for every graphic, article, quote, or mu-
sical clip used within the presentation which was not 
created by the teacher. 


