
Denton ISD:  Empowering lifelong learners to be engaged citizens who positively impact their local and global community. 

  

 

  

             
May 

 2016 

 

Rosie Calvo is administrative 

assistant to Teresa Taylor, 

director of the Bilingual/ESL 

department at Denton ISD. She 

graduated from high school in 

Edinburg, Texas and holds a 

bachelor of science degree with a 

minor in special education from 

the University of Texas-Pan 

American.  

Her family includes wonderful husband Fred, lovely 

daughter JohAnna, and gracious son Joshua, all of whom 

are musically talentedðand Maddie, their well-behaved 

fox terrier. Rosie enjoys visiting with people in person, 

(rather than social media) and often bakes for her family 

and friends.   

Rosie can be reached at ext. 0590. 

 

Cynthia Tracy works in the Secondary Curriculum 

department and is secretary to coordinators Beth 

Kennedy (English, language arts & world languages) 

and Erika Lowery (social studies).   

Cynthia grew up in Pennsylvania and moved to Denton 

in 2001. She has two daughters, Malana Wilson and 

Tierany Lowell. Malana is a 

junior at Guyer High School 

and heavily involved in their 

theatre program. Tierany, son-

in-law Seth and grandson 17-

month old Gabriel live in 

Pennsylvania.   

Glinda, a Siamese cat, is also 

a beloved family member. 

Cynthia can be reached at ext. 

0656. 

Getting to know PDC paraprofessionalsé  

 
 

DISD Colleagues, 

 

Itôs a mistaken belief that education professionals have summer vacation like their students. But 

anyone whoôs been a teacher, administrator, or even superintendent knows that summer is the 

perfect opportunity for professional development. 

 

Whether itôs attending online webinars, traveling to workshops, or sitting down for a good read, 

there are plenty of opportunities to brush up on the TEKS, 21st century learning, and digital 

learning this summer.  

 

In this issue of the PDC Postcard we highlight some of the most notable and valuable opportunities in Denton ISD. No 

matter what you teach, our 2016 Summer Professional Development offerings have something just for you.  

 

Moreover, donôt forget two special events hosted this summer in Denton ISD that are appropriate for everyone. First is 

the Assessment for Learning Institute held June 7 & 8 at Guyer HS and the Technology in Action Conference (TIA) at 

Ryan HS on July 19 & 20. Use your Postcard to help guide you to summer learningðhopefully between delicious 

picnics, boating on the lake, and beach vacations.  

 

Best,  

 

Dr. Mike Mattingly 
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction, & Staff Development 
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Bilingual/ESL 

Hats Off to Our 2016 

Teachers of the Year! 

Secondary SIOP Social Studies   
 

The two-day SIOP professional development was especially 

designed for secondary Social Studies teachers who work with 

English learners and was presented by Erika Lowery and Amy 

Washam at the Professional Development Center (PDC) 

on March 24, 2016.   

Elementary Science Bilingual/ESL  
 

The 5th grade Bilingual and ESL generalist teachers 

from across the district attended science professional 

development hosted by W.S. Ryan Elementary 

presented by Kathy Morrison and Amy Molina.  

Hodge Elementary Teacher of the Year 

Joanna Gonzalez & her 3rd grade bilingual 

students. 

Lee Elementary Teacher of the Year  

Rebeca Olvera-Alfaro & her 5th grade bilingual 

students. 
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Bilingual/ESL ñ Professional Development  

May 5, 17 & June 4:  Pre-K & Kindergarten Bilingual/ESL Summer School Teachers 

June 15-16: SIOP Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol for Elementary Teachers 

June 21-22: SIOP Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol for Elementary Teachers 

June 28-29:  ESL Certification Training 

June 6-30: Bilingual/ESL Pre-K & Kinder Summer School  

June 6-29: ESL High School Credit Retrieval 
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Data and Assessment 

Summer STAAR Testing: 

June 21 
Math 5 Retest 

Math 8 Retest 

June 22 
Reading 5 Retest 

Reading 8 Retest 

July 11 English I Retest 

July 11-15 

Algebra Retest 

Biology Retest 

US History Retest 

July 13 English II Retest 

Summer TAKS Testing: 

July 11 ELA 

July 12 Math 

July 13 Science 

July 14 Social Studies 



Denton ISD:  Empowering lifelong learners to be engaged citizens who positively impact their local and global community. 

5 

 

 

School Improvement and Support 

District of Innovation 

Over time, education has become more and more regulated through federal and state legislation and [often 

unfunded] mandates. Consider The Ever Increasing Burden on Americaõs Public Schools (http://

www.jamievollmer.com/pdf/the-list.pdf), penned by author Jamie Vollmer, author of Schools Cannot Do It 

Alone and the often shared Blueberries story (http://www.jamievollmer.com/blueberries.html).  

In honoring its commitment to the success of every child by advocating for true accountability based on 

measurement of individual student progress over time, regardless of external mandatesΣ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝƴǘƻƴ L{5 .ƻŀǊŘ 
ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ unanimously passed a resolution to explore becoming a òDistrict of Innovation 

(DOI)ó (https://goo.gl/1h6DPb) on Tuesday, February 9, 2016.  

 

A district of what?  

In 2015, the Texas Legislature amended the Education Code to empower (a key word in the Denton ISD 

mission statement) school districts to enjoy some of the same flexibility given to charter schools by allowing 

the district to be exempt from certain requirements imposed by state law. Essentially, the DOI legislation is 

about offering districts local control. I think the legislature should have called it ñDistrict of Local Control,ò but 
they didnôt ask. Had they, I would have nixed STAAR and standardized assessment, which is not an option.  

 

House Bill 1842 

With legislation such as No Child Left Behind and the ever-expanding Texas Education Code, districts have 

had little decision-making authority at the local level to reflect the uniqueness of each community. To some 

extent, DOI legislation offers a window of opportunity for districts to take back some local decision-making. 

As much as anything, many districts are seeking the DOI designation to demonstrate the desire for local 

control free of overarching federal and state mandates. That being said, districts cannot seek exemption 

from certain federal and state legislation such as academic accountability, including student standardized 

assessments. For a list of unallowable exemptions, see the TASB HB 1824 Info Sheet at 

http://goo.gl/5u6igH .  

While the DOI is essentially about local control, our district embraces innovation and the board appointed 

Denton ISD DOI committee will pursue innovations in curriculum, instruction, parent or community 

involvement, school calendar, budgeting, governance, and any other innovative ideas. The purpose of the 

Denton ISD DOI plan is to enable teachers to more effectively and efficiently meet studentsõ needs within 

the confines of the DOI legislation. The committee will address the following questions: If the idea(s) and/or 

suggestion(s) cannot be implemented because of current Texas Education Code restrictions, can we request 

an exemption under DOI legislation? If the idea(s) and/or suggestion(s) can be addressed now, what 

internal processes and/or procedures are preventing its implementation?  

 

The Denton ISD DOI Committee 

The Denton ISD DOI committee, which includes a teacher rep from each campus in addition to administrator 

reps, central office division reps, business and community reps, and parents, will be integral in both the 

development of the plan and in communicating with those represented (i.e. the campus, parents, business 

and community members, etc.). The committee kicks off its work this summer with a book study on òThe 

Innovatorôs Mindset; Empower Learning, Unleash Talent, and Lead a Culture of Creativityέ ōȅ ¢L! ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ 
ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ /ƻǳǊƻǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ tentatively scheduled to be completed prior to Spring Break 2017. 

http://www.jamievollmer.com/pdf/the-list.pdf
http://www.jamievollmer.com/pdf/the-list.pdf
http://www.jamievollmer.com/blueberries.html
https://goo.gl/1h6DPb
http://goo.gl/5u6igH
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School Improvement and SupportñEXPO 
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Elementary Curriculum  

 

Date Time Session Title 
Grade 

Level 
Location Content 

June 7 8:00-4:00 LRE ð Kids are Citizens, Too! K-2 PDC Social Studies 

June 7-8 8:00-4:00 LRE ð Celebrating Freedom 3-5 PDC Social Studies 

June 15 

8:30-11:30 

OR  

1:00-4:00 

Using Chromebooks in 4th Grade Social Studies 4 PDC 
Social Studies 

/LA 

June 16 

8:30-11:30 

OR  

1:00-4:00 

Using Chromebooks in 5th Grade Science & SS 5 PDC Science/SS 

June 21-22 8:30-3:30 Integrating STEM in the Classroom PreK-5 PDC Science 

June 23 8:30-3:30 Picture Perfect Science Inquiry K-5 PDC Science 

June 27-28 8:30-3:30 
Implementing the workshop model using elements 

of Café/Daily 5 
K-1 Hawk LA 

June 28 8:30-3:30 Cooling the òHot Spotsó in Physical Science 3-5 PDC Science 

June 28 8:30-3:30 Teaching Math Through Problem Solving 2-5 CH Collins Math 

June 29 8:30-3:30 Teaching Math Through Problem Solving K-1 CH Collins Math 

June 30 8:30-3:30 Math Workshop 1 K-5 PDC Math 

June 30 8:30-3:30 Math Workshop 2 K-5 PDC Math 

July 25-28 8:30-3:30 Literacy Professional Development 3-5 PDC LA 

August 2 8:30-3:30 The Reading and Math Connection 2-5 PDC Math/LA 

August 3 8:30-3:30 The Reading and Math Connection K-1 PDC Math/LA 

August 4 8:30-3:30 
Fractions: Beyond Pizzas, Pies, and Invert and 

Multiply 
1-5 PDC Math 

August 4 1:00-4:00 Social Studies in the K-1 Classroom K-1 PDC Social Studies 

August 4 1:00-4:00 Social Studies in the 2-3 Classroom 2-3 PDC Social Studies 

August 4 1:00-4:00 Social Studies in the 4-5 Classroom 4-5 PDC Social Studies 

ςπρφ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ /Î ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒË 

%ÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ /ÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ 
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Secondary Curriculum  

 

 
Science STAAR Review to Go! 

Each campus facilitates their Science STAAR Review differently.  Regardless of the format ï small group 

intensive review or whole group re-teach ï the activities allow for elaborate rehearsal and repetition.   

Science teachers from several campuses recently participated in a Pinpointing Student Learning workshop that 

showcased a variety of different hands-on review activities including card sorts, placemats and domino 

games. 

After digging through common assessment and STAAR data, the teachers determined critical need areas.  

Review activities were then selected accordingly.   

Susan Booher and Kelly Currin of 

BMMS work on creating student 

review folders.   

Kristen Hubbard and Adriana 

Cavazos of SMS work on a review of 

Moon Phases. 

Gina Lea and Jeanette Cervantes 

of CMS decide on a Chemistry 

review  

Jaime Noles (Secondary Science 

IST) discusses data with Stacey 

Sneed and Amanda Wagemann 

of MMS. 


